
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

Small Grant Funding 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 
1. What has changed compared to previous years? 
 
The Small Grant funding stream has moved to two-yearly applications for projects that will 

be implemented within a two year period.  

 

The agreed annual budget for this funding stream is £270,000 (£540,000 in total over each 

two year funding cycle). 

 

All projects funded will need to demonstrate the ability to raise a minimum of 10% of the 

total funding allocated from fundraising or other donors. And they will need to outline how 

they will publicise their work on the Island. 

 

In addition to being an Isle of Man registered charity, charities MUST have a physical 

presence on the Isle of Man and demonstrate strong links to the Island. This point is 

expanded further below. 

 
2. Who may make an application for Small Grants Funding? 

 
To be eligible to apply charities MUST be Isle of Man registered AND have a physical 
presence on the Isle of Man and demonstrate strong links to the Island. 

Charities should be able demonstrate their links to the Island through a number of means, 
such as: 

o The headquarters of the charity are in the Isle of Man 
o The charity is registered solely in the Isle of Man 
o The charity undertakes substantial fundraising activities in the Isle of Man 
o The charity has paid staff based in the Isle of Man 
o The charity undertakes awareness raising and educational activities in Manx 

schools, and/or the local community 
 
3. How should an application be made? 
 
All applications must be submitted online here. 
 
4. How much funding can my Charity apply for? 
 
Projects may be funded up to 90% of eligible costs. All projects need to demonstrate the 
ability to raise a minimum of 10% of the total budget from fundraising or other donors. This 
minimum of 10% must be met from financial contributions from other sources – the value of 
resources such as labour or materials provided to the project free of charge or at a 
discounted rate do not count towards this amount. 
 

https://www.gov.im/about-the-government/departments/cabinet-office/international-development/funding-streams/small-grants/


The minimum grant available is £10,000 and the maximum grant available is £100,000. 
 
5. When can I submit an application? 
 
Each funding round lasts two years, meaning applications will open once every two years 
from March 2017 onwards. A call for applications will be made in March and the funding 
round will be open for approximately one month from the date the call is made. The 
deadline date will be stipulated at the time of the call. Please note however that the time 
frame for submitting applications may be shorter or longer than one month, and is entirely 
at the discretion of the Cabinet Office. 
 
The call will be made via email to all previous applicants; the website will also be updated 
with the deadline date and a press release will also be released. 
 
6. Can multiple charities make a joint application for a single project? 
 
Yes. The online application form allows for up to four charities to make a joint application. 
One charity will need to be designated as the lead charity and a single point of contact 
established for correspondence between the Cabinet Office and the project. 
 
7. Is preference given to larger charities? 

 
The Cabinet Office Political Group does not distinguish between applications from large or 
small charities.  
 
8. How many applications may a charity submit? 
 
Charities may submit one application per funding round. This includes individual applications 
or as part of a joint application. 
 
9.  Can a charity submit an application for Small Grant funding if it is already a 

recipient of funds from a different Isle of Man Government International 
Development funding stream? 

 
Yes, being in receipt of funds from another funding stream does not preclude you from also 
applying for Small Grant funding. 
 
As with any application, charities will be required to demonstrate that they have the capacity 
to conduct this project in addition to their existing commitments. 
 
10. Will the Isle of Man Government consider an application for part-funding of a 

wider project? 
 
Yes. The Isle of Man Government acknowledges that charities raise funds from other 
sources. Any cooperation or co-funding must be declared in the application.  
 
If the application is made as part of a wider project, it must make clear the aims, funding 
sources and scale of the broader project. It should also provide full details of the particular 
phase or aspect of the project the Isle of Man funding relates to. For instance, the specific 
region/village targeted with the Isle of Man Government’s funding.  
 
11. Does my charity need to register as a Specified Non-Profit Organisation? 



 
If the project is taking place in any country listed as being at higher risk of money 
laundering or terrorist financing by the Isle of Man Financial Services Authority (FSA), you 
will need to register with the FSA as a Specified Non-Profit Organisation.  
Specified Non-Profit Organisations (“Specified NPOs” or “S.NPOs”) are defined by Schedule 4 
to the Proceeds of Crime Act 2008 (“POCA”) as: 
 

“a body corporate or other legal person, trustees of a trust, partnership, other 
association or organisation and any equivalent or similar structure or arrangement, 
established solely or primarily to raise or distribute funds for charitable, religious, 
cultural, educational, political, social or fraternal purposes with the intention of 
benefiting the public or a section of the public and which has- 
 
(i) an annual or anticipated annual income of £5,000 or more; and 
(ii) remitted, or is anticipated to remit, at least 30% of its income in any one year to 
one or more ultimate recipients in or from one or more higher risk jurisdictions;” 

 
Please note that even if you are unsuccessful in your application for Small Grant funding, 
your charity may still meet the definition of a Specified Non-Profit Organisation as defined 
above, and should therefore be registered in order to comply with the law. 
 
12. How are charities notified of the Isle of Man Government’s decision? 
 
The duration of the consideration process will depend on the volume of applications. All 
charities will be notified and kept up to date with the progress of their application. The Isle 
of Man Government’s decision will be communicated via email as soon as possible. 
 
13.  How will the project receive the funding? 
 
All payments will be made as BACS payments. When receiving confirmation that the 
application has been successful the applicant will be required to complete a BACS 
information sheet and return it to the Cabinet Office as soon as possible. 
 
In the application form, charities must explain how funds will be transferred from the Isle of 
Man to the project location, and what efforts will be made to safeguard these funds from 
loss. 
 
14.  Can the funds be used for other projects? 
 
No. Funding may only be used for the purpose of the project and activities outlined in the 
application as authorised by the Isle of Man Government. 
 
15.  What happens if the project experiences delays or necessary changes are to 

be made? 
 
In the event that the charity identifies necessary changes to the project delivery or activities, 
the charity must immediately inform the Cabinet Office.   
 
Approval must be sought before embarking on activities not set out in the original 
application. In some cases a new budget projection may be requested. All financial spending 
activities must cease until alterations to the project have been approved by the Isle of Man 
Government. 

http://www.iomfsa.im/lib/docs/iomfsa/handbooks/guides/AML/appendixdb.pdf
http://www.iomfsa.im/lib/docs/iomfsa/handbooks/guides/AML/appendixdb.pdf
http://www.iomlawsociety.co.im/advocates-handbook/pdflinks/23.pdf


 
16.  When are reports due? 
 
Two reports will be required – a 12 month report will be due at the half-way point of the 
project, and a final evaluation report will be due once the project has completed at the 24 
month point. Specific deadlines will depend on when the project can begin following the 
approval of funding and will be confirmed to the charity in the Conditions of Grant 
Agreement and must be adhered to. 
 
17.  What happens if due to unforeseen circumstances the project is not complete 

by the 24 month deadline? 
 

In the event that a project is running behind schedule the Cabinet Office must be notified as 
soon as the charity is aware that a delay may occur. 
  
It is imperative that the 24 month report is submitted regardless of the status of the project. 
In cases of project delays it will be a further opportunity for the charity to outline the delay 
and a revised timetable for completion of the project. 
 
18.  If an interim report is required what should be included? 
 
An interim report may be requested to update the Isle of Man Government on the progress 
and reasons for any delays to a project and how they have been addressed.  
 
A new project budget may also be required to further demonstrate progress made.  
 
19.  How should reports be submitted? 
 
The report must be submitted electronically to internationaldevelopment@gov.im, including 
logos and pictures. With the copyright holder’s permission the report will be issued on the 
website as part of the Isle of Man Government’s annual report on International Development 
activities. 
 
When submitting the report please include the name of the charity and the project reference 
number. This number will be confirmed on the grant confirmation letter and grant 
agreement. 
 
20.  What happens if the project is completed under budget? 
  
If a project has been completed with less funding that was originally requested, funded 
charities must make arrangements to return the unspent funds, without delay, to Isle of 
Man Government no later than the date for the submission of the final report which must 
include an explanation of the reasons for the underspend. 
 
Charities may submit a request to reallocate underspent funds, but the proposed additional 
activities must fall within the original objectives of the project. 
 
Unspent funds cannot be diverted to other projects or other aspects of the charity’s 
activities. 
 
21.  What happens if the project goes over budget? 
 

mailto:internationaldevelopment@gov.im


The Isle of Man Government’s budget is predetermined and cannot be altered. Once all 
grants are issued no funds remain, therefore the Isle of Man Government does not have the 
capacity to assist in the event of a budget overspend on a project. 
 
If a project is running over budget Isle of Man Government must be informed and must be 
notified in advance of any action taken to address this such as a reduction in project 
activities or the introduction of funding from another source. 
 
22.  Is there a specific format you require reports to be in? 
 
There is no specific format however we are able to provide a basic template on request for 
guidance on what is required from the report. 
 
 
Further information about the Isle of Man’s International Development funding is 
available from the website. 

https://www.gov.im/about-the-government/departments/cabinet-office/international-development/

