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What is
Biodiversity?

Biodiversity in the
Isle of Man

Biodiversity is, quite simply,
the whole variety of life on earth.

The Isle of Man is rich in wild habitats on land and in the sea,
each one supporting interesting wildlife from the most
common to the most rare.

It includes all the diﬀerent species and
varieties of plants, animals and other forms of
life, and the intricate ecosystems they form.
Biodiversity is hugely varied, complex and
interdependent. It includes the habitats all
around us from coasts and meadows to
wetlands and woodlands. Biodiversity is also
found in houses, gardens and the road verges
of our countryside. Mankind is part of
biodiversity. It is important that we understand
the range of biodiversity here in the Isle of
Man, why we need it and how we can take
steps to protect and restore it.
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Rare and threatened species, including basking sharks and hen harriers, have
a stronghold here. The Island has some very scarce species including the lesser
mottled grasshopper on Langness and the scarce crimson and gold moth on
the Ayres. Ballaugh Curragh is an internationally important wetland.
The Calf of Man is widely known for its Bird Observatory, and its surrounding
waters are good for ﬁshing and diving. Specialities on the Ayres National Nature
Reserve include the lichen heath and little terns, a sea bird rare throughout
Britain. The Ramsey Bay Marine Nature Reserve protects horse mussel reefs,
maerl beds (a red seaweed with a hard chalky skeleton) and seagrass or
eelgrass, (an underwater grass). Distinctive local varieties such as the Manx
codling apple and Loaghtan sheep add to our biodiversity.
Sloe bug on dandelion
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Foreword by the Minister
I feel privileged to be Minister at this time of focussed action for our natural heritage. I’ve always been inspired by the scenery and
wildlife of the Isle of Man, growing up as I did in Castletown.
This Strategy is our vision for maintaining this beautiful island and a closer relationship between people and nature. It embraces all
aspects of the work Government and its partners need to do; awareness and education, information gathering, species and site
protection, preventing pollution and developing a sustainable future. It demonstrates our commitment to international objectives
which as a responsible government we need to heed. Caring for our natural wealth also brings economic beneﬁts so we can market
the Island as a beautiful place to visit and the source of healthy produce.
It has taken a partnership between DEFA and many people and organisations to draw up the Strategy and they will be needed to help
us deliver the beneﬁts. Fishermen, farmers or land owners, the business sector or the wider public will all have a part to play.
At the end of this leaﬂet you can ﬁnd the link to the full Biodiversity Strategy. I hope you will want to be involved.

Richard Ronan MHK, Minister for Environment, Food and Agriculture
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Why is biodiversity
important on the
Isle of Man?
Biodiversity is important for a range of environmental, economic and social reasons.
Biodiversity underpins our existence. The production of food, fuel, air and clean water
rely upon a healthy, biodiverse natural environment. It is relevant to all aspects of life,
from schools to businesses, villages to coastlines. Research shows that our health and
wellbeing are enhanced by contact with nature.
Biodiversity supports our economy. Nearly 230,000 visitors come to the Island each
year drawn by our beautiful, wildlife-rich landscapes, bringing revenue and securing local
jobs. The diverse island environment and our care of it, beneﬁts our reputation and the
marketing of our farmed and ﬁshed produce.
Biodiversity gives us a sense of place. Our social and cultural heritage is tied to the
landscape around us, shaped by our hands over generations. The wildlife we see today
is a direct result of thousands of years of human interaction with the local landscape and
coast. It is a valuable part of our Manx heritage.
Living in the Isle of Man we can appreciate our beautiful countryside and varied wildlife
it supports.
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However, biodiversity is in decline due to the way we manage land, sea and natural resources.
In the Isle of Man, as elsewhere in Europe, the diversity and abundance of plant and animal species is threatened by wildlife habitat
loss, development, changing methods of food production and climate change. We are losing wildlife rapidly.
Invasive animals and plants, such as Japanese knotweed (a ﬂowering plant) and sargassum (a seaweed), are also a serious threat to
our freshwater and marine native species respectively.
Wildlife that was once common, such as the lapwing, a wading bird that breeds here and the yellowhammer, a farmland songbird,
are now endangered. Wildlife which has been lost from the Isle of Man includes several wild orchids, breeding redshanks and
corncrakes.

Bee Orchid at Ronaldsway (Photo DEFA)

Biodiversity under threat

Loaghtan sheep overlooking Calf Sound (Photo J Hall)

The Isle of Man’s First Biodiversity Strategy
This Strategy maps out how government, businesses and people can give our
Island’s biodiversity the best chance of ﬂourishing.
The strategic aims are:
•

Managing biodiversity changes to minimise
loss of species and habitats.

•

Maintaining, restoring or enhancing native
biodiversity, and where necessary.

•

Actively involving society in understanding, appreciating
and safeguarding biodiversity.

The Isle of Man’s Biodiversity Strategy considers the future of our environment and
its biodiversity so that the Island’s healthy productive land and rich sea will not be
lost to future generations. The Strategy focuses on three categories of biodiversity:
species and habitats native to the island, those species which spend part of their lives
here and worldwide biodiversity which is aﬀected by us and how we live. It will be
accompanied by a Biodiversity Delivery Plan.
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•

•

Raising public awareness and strengthening
the relationship between people and nature so
that we can all learn to appreciate, understand,
protect and conserve our island environment
and its biodiversity.
Maintaining up-to-date knowledge of the
abundance and distribution of wildlife to help
identify species or habitats that need our help.

•

Conserving and looking after special places
for wildlife on land, in freshwater and in the
sea.

•

Ensuring that Government’s activities and
decisions respect biodiversity while ensuring
economic well-being.

•

Reducing other impacts on biodiversity such
as pollution and invasive non-native plants and
animals.

•

Promoting and demonstrating good
stewardship and management of our natural
resources on land, in freshwater and in the sea.

•

Putting the Strategy into action by
implementing a Delivery Plan and starting
a series of Biodiversity Action Plans
during 2015.

The Isle of Man Biodiversity Strategy will be used to inﬂuence and guide Government, farmers, ﬁshers and
landowners, the business sector and wider public, to manage our natural wealth. This will enhance our Island’s
reputation, improve our economy, create employment opportunities and increase our knowledge of Manx
biodiversity.

Thrift at Dhoon Glen (Photo DEFA)

The Strategy’s seven objectives:
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Biodiversity
Action Plans
The Action Plans form an important part of the Biodiversity Delivery Plan.
They will address the conservation of vulnerable and declining species and habitats.
Organisations and individuals are working together to write a series of Biodiversity
Action Plans, which set out the steps needed to safeguard particularly important
parts of our biodiversity.
In 2012 the Isle of Man Government joined nations around the world protecting
biodiversity under the Convention on Biological Diversity. Biodiversity Action Plans
are a recognised tool of this international convention.
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The Isle of Man is now recognised by the UNESCO Man and Biosphere International Coordinating Council
as a World Biosphere Region and a place which is special for people and nature. The Island is the first
entire jurisdiction amongst a global membership of more than 650 to receive this accolade.
Together with the Biodiversity Strategy, Biosphere status should allow us to enhance the reputation of the
Isle of Man as a place where ongoing sustainable and innovative management of our habitats, flora and
fauna will contribute in a significant way to our community, economy and culture.

Seals on Kitterland (Photo C MacNeil)

UNESCO Biosphere Isle of Man

Get involved!
Everyone in the Isle of Man can help conserve wildlife.
There are many valuable ways to boost biodiversity:
•

Making your land more attractive to wildlife by planting wild ﬂowers and
plants for bees and butterﬂies, and by minimising the use of pesticides.

•

Actively assisting biodiversity by helping manage natural habitats,
tree planting, restoring ponds and beach cleaning organised by local
conservation organisations or voluntary groups.

•

Exploring the countryside and recording the wildlife you see or taking part
in surveys of habitats and species such as bats, plants, birds, porpoises and
fungi, to help gather more information for vital conservation work.

•

Buying products which sustain biodiversity rather than destroying it.
Chose local produce and select investments which have least impact on
the environment.

•

Sponsoring projects which benefit biodiversity, here and abroad.

•

Speaking up for biodiversity when special wildlife areas are under threat
and develop an understanding of how land, freshwater and sea can be used
sympathetically and sustainably.

Wildﬂowers of Mann project (Photo DEFA)

The Biodiversity Strategy can be obtained from:
this website link:
https://www.gov.im/categories/the-environment-and-greenerliving/biodiversity-strategy-and-delivery-plan/
Or from the Department of Environment Food and Agriculture
Thie Slieau Whallian
Foxdale Road
St John’s
Isle of Man
IM4 3AS
Tel +44 (0)1624 685835
www.gov.im/defa
The following website contains more information about biodiversity
in the Isle of Man, the Biodiversity Action Plans as they are completed,
links to conservation organisations and ways to get involved:
www.Manxbiodiversity.org
There is also a Manx biodiversity Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/groups/268497137876/

Biodiversity deserves our care.
It cannot speak up for itself!
Harebells near Dalby (Photo L Moore)
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The Lesser Twayblade Orchid
remained undiscovered
between 1881 and 2009. It
was thought extinct but it is
very small! (Photo A Thomas)
The island has the highest density of
winter roosting Hen Harriers in Britain
(Photo P Hadfield)

Manx Basking Shark Watch has identified 126
individual Basking Sharks visiting Manx waters. 24 of
the 25 Basking Sharks that they have satellite-tagged
around the Isle of Man overwintered in British waters
but one crossed the Atlantic into Canadian waters
(Photo Anders Salesjö)

46% of the UK and Isle of Man
Chough population is found on the
island (Photo DEFA)

Manx Shearwaters
(Puﬃnus puﬃnus) have
a special significance for
the Isle of Man, as a large
colony of Shearwaters
was first described from
the Calf in 1678, hence
the name Manx

Isle of Man Cabbage (Coincya
monensis ssp. monensis) is a
nationally scarce plant, mainly
found by the sea on open sanddunes in North-West England,
South-West Scotland and South
Wales (Photo wildaboutbritain.co.uk)

There are eight species of
Bats on the Isle of Man
(Brown Long Eared bat. Photo R Selman)

(Photo grayimages.co.uk)

The Scarce Crimson and Gold Moth
(Pyrausta sanguinalis) is one of the
UK’s rarest moths with the only other
site on the north coast of Northern
Ireland (Photo R Selman)

The Lesser Mottled
G r a s s h o p p e r
(Stenobothrus
stigmaticus) of Langness
is the rarest grasshopper
in the British Isles,
occurring nowhere else
in Britain
(Photo R Selman)

Our Arctic Terns (Sterna
paradisaea) make annual
migrations of about 44,000
miles each year seeing two
summers, breeding here in
the north and spending
our winter in the southern
hemisphere
(Photo grayimages.co.uk)
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