
 

 

MINUTES OF THE MANX NATIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FORUM MEETING  
HELD AT 2.00 PM ON 27/02/2017 

CABINET OFFICE, GOVERNMENT OFFICE, DOUGLAS 
 

Present:  
 

Chris Thomas MHK, Minister of Policy and Reform 
 
Jackie Betteridge, Chair, IOM Council of Voluntary Organisations CVO 
Eric Holmes, President, Trades Union Council 
Micky Swindale, President, Isle of Man Chamber of Commerce 
Laurence Skelly MHK, Minister for Economic Development 
Carl Hawker, Executive Director of Policy and Strategy (“CH”) 
David Gawne, Deputy Chair IOM CVO 
 
Stephen Bradley, Chamber of Commerce Retail Committee 
 

In attendance:  
 
 
Apologies: 
 

David Morter, IOM Ship Registry (representative for Mark Lewin) 
Erin Stepney, Research Manager, Economic Affairs (“ES”) 
 
Mark Lewin, Interim Chief Executive of Economic Development 

   
001/17 APOLOGIES/INTRODUCTIONS 

 
 

 The Minister welcomed all attendees and outlined the purpose of the 
MNEDF and the agenda. Apologies received from Mark Lewin (off-island). 
 
 

 

002/17 REVIEW TERMS OF REFERENCE 
 
Eric Holmes proposed an amendment whereby 2 representative members 
from each represented organization would be permanent attendees. The 
Minister noted that two members could attend at present but agreed to 
keep the matter under review. 
 
Micky Swindale asked if the minutes would be made public. The Minister 
confirmed that they would. 

 
 
Action: ES 
Publication of 
meeting agenda 
plus an extract of 
minutes.  

 
003/17 

 
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS QUARTERLY REPORT ON THE ECONOMY 
DECEMBER 2016 
 
CH gave a summary of main report indicators related to: consumer 
confidence, living standards re: wages and inflation, population, labour 
market, employment sector shifts, and property prices.  
 
Forum discussion ensued surrounding thoughts and responses to Quarterly 
Council of Ministers report. Forum members would like to see data 
expanded in several directions, with longer historical trends, deeper issue-
based analysis targeted at local economic factors, and closer integration 
with recently updated population data. Stephen Bradley focussed on two 
speed economy and suggested focus on domestic economy performance.  
 
Discussion of the point that economic and population issues on the Island 
must be regarded as closely linked, and the need to develop defined action 
plans for integrated solutions encompassing both population and economic 
issues such as the housing and labour markets and sector development. 
 

 
Action:CH 
 
Ensure longer time 
series of data are 
published alongside 
Quarterly report. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
     Jackie Betteridge noted that the third sector did not feature in the report.    Action:CVO 

    CH offered to create a Satellite Account within the National Income statistics  
    for the third sector, if the CVO could compile a list of names of organisations  
    to be included. 
 

004/17 EARNINGS SURVEY 2016 
 
The group considered the results of the 2016 Earnings Survey report, 
with particular reference to the issue of minimum wage increase.  
 
The group discussed wage-related issues, including balancing the 
impacts of potential wage increases with income restrictions in other 
areas, zero-hours contracts and underemployment, and the worrying 
problem of the potential for a growing gender pay gap on the island in 
regard to the male dominance of IT and gaming economic sectors. 
 
Discussion of work permit structure, with particular reference to: plans 
to relax restrictions on temporary/seasonal work permits to supply the 
tourist industry, the need to recruit abroad for specific skills, and the 
pressing needs for skilled labour in adult social care. 
 
Discussion of perception of work permit structure both domestically and 
abroad, particularly in light of ongoing related changes to work permits 
in the Channel Islands and the IOM’s potential opportunity to adapt its 
foreign labour recruitment messaging accordingly. 
 
David Gawne requested previous Earning survey reports be left online 
 
 

 
Action: CH  
 
Economic affairs to 
produce an Income 
Report to show overall 
levels of income in 
households in Sep-17.  
 
Action: All  
 
Request for Forum 
members to gather 
information on the 
changes to work 
permit policies in the 
Channel Islands. 
 
Action: CH 

005/17 PASSENGER SURVEY 2016 
 
Brief review of results of Passenger Survey 2016. Key points: travel 
costs are down and hotel spend is up, but incidental spend is lower and 
visitor stays on the island are shorter. 
 
Comment on tourism trend of shorter, more frequent trips. 
 
Comment on preparations for upcoming Year of Celebration 2018, with 
an upcoming schedule of related events. 
 

 
 
Action: None  

 
006/17 

 
PUBLICATIONS IN COMING QUARTER 
 
Upcoming publications include: Census from 8th March 2017, Housing 
Market report (March), Isle of Man in Numbers 2016 (April), Council of 
Ministers Quarterly report Q1 (May). Programme for Government 
Priorities report due in April. 
 
Challenge is to engage the public in programme for government – input 
and suggestions are requested from MNEDF on possibilities for public 
engagement on the three main themes of the Programme for 
Government. 
 
CH noted the key objective of ‘growing the working population’ as part 
of the key economic data. 

 
Action: Input and 
suggestions from All 
on ideas for public 
engagement on the 
three themes of the 
Programme for 
Government namely 
Enterprise and 
Opportunity, Inclusive 
and Caring, as well as 
Fiscally Responsible 
Government. 
 



 

 

 

007/17 PROGRAMME FOR GOVERNMENT/ PRIORITIES 
 
Call from Chair for members’ perspectives on strategic objectives and 
‘Island’ themes in Programme for Government, and for national 
indicators for the 20 policy outcomes listed in the Programme for 
Government. Perspectives should not be limited to financial and 
economic indicators. 
 
 

Action: Input from 
Members on 
development of the 
macro level indicators 
related to the three 
Government Programme 
themes and perhaps also 
on KPIs for the 20 policy 
objectives listed in the 
Government Programme. 

008/17 SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE ACTIVITY AND AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Request for further comments from Members on issue of living 
wage. Tynwald resolved to calculate living wage and project the 
economic impact of living wage implementation by October. MNEDF’s 
next meeting in May should address the calculation method of the 
living wage, following the method used by the Joseph Rowntree 
Foundation. 

 
 
Action: Input from 
Members on economic 
impact of living wage 

   
 Income Report would be produced in the autumn. A paper on Living 

Wage is to follow on in October in time for Tynwald. 
 

   

   
009/17 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 
Request for members’ feedback on meeting process. 
 
Approval for extract of minutes to be publically circulated within two 
weeks. 
 

Action: Input from 
Members on meeting 
process 

010/17 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
May 2017 - TBD 
 
 

 

   
   

 

The meeting closed at 3.45pm 

............................................................. 
(Chairperson) 

 
 

......................................................2017 
 


