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Frequently Asked Questions 

TV licences funded by the Isle of Man Government 

Who currently has their TV licence paid for by the Isle of Man Government? 

Every household which includes a person who is aged 75 or over, regardless of their income 
or ability to pay, has their TV licence paid for by the Government.   

Also any household with a resident who has reached state pension age (but is under the age 
of 75) and who is in receipt of Income Support can claim a payment from Treasury’s Social 
Security Division to cover the full cost of their TV licence.  

What is changing from 1st September 2016? 

From 1st September 2016 those households in the Island which include a person aged 75 
and older will no longer have their TV licence paid for by the Isle of Man Government. 
However, if the household includes a pensioner who is receiving income support it will still be 
possible to claim the cost of the TV licence from Treasury’s Social Security Division. This 
includes households with a person aged 75 or older.  

How many households with persons aged 75 and older have their TV licences paid 
by the Government? 

Around 5,000 households. 

How much does it currently cost the Isle of Man Government to pay for the TV 
licences for households with a person aged 75 and older? 

The cost of providing TV licences to all households in the Island with a person aged 75 or 
older is approximately £700,000 a year.  

How many households with persons of pension age, but under 75, are eligible to 
claim the cost of their licence from Social Security? 

Approximately 500. 

How many households with persons of pension age, but under 75, actually claim 
the cost of their licence from Social Security? 

Around 200 households. 

Many eligible households are not currently claiming their entitlement. 

How much does it currently cost to provide payments for TV licences for persons 
of state pension age, but under 75, in receipt of income support? 

Approximately £29,000 a year, based on current uptake. 

What is the saving to Government from not funding TV licences for all households 
which include a person aged 75 or older? 

The overall saving to the Isle of Man Government is about £600,000 a year. 
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Will every household with a person aged 75 and older now have pay for their TV 
licence? 
 
No. Those households with a person aged 75 or over who receive income support could 
claim a payment for the full cost of their licence each year from Social Security. There are 
approximately 700 households with persons aged 75 or older, which fall into this category. 
 
Who is eligible to claim a payment for the full  cost of their TV licence met under 
the local Social Security scheme? 
 
A person – or their partner – must be: 

 of state pension age; and 

 in receipt of (or treated as being in receipt of) income support or income-based 
jobseeker’s allowance; and 

 liable to pay for a TV licence. 
 
Eligible individuals still receive the annual TV licence renewal request from TV Licensing. 
Eligible persons must then provide either the TV licence renewal request or proof of payment 
of the TV licence fee to the Social Security Division to claim the cost of the licence fee. There 
is no upper age limit for this scheme. 
 
NOTE: The state pension age for a man is currently 65 and for women it is currently 63 and 
3 months. However, women’s state pension age is gradually being increased to 65 by 
November 2018 and then the state pension age for both men and women will gradually be 
increased to 66 by September 2020. 
 
Why has the Isle of Man Government decided to stop funding TV licences for all 
households which include a person aged 75 or older? 
 
The decision to stop funding TV licences for those households with a resident aged 75 and 
older, whatever their means, was made as part of the Government’s national priorities of 
rebalancing public finances and targeting its resources to protect the most vulnerable.  
 
Who made the decision? 
 
The decision was approved by Tynwald as part of the February 2015 Budget.  
 
How was this decision implemented? 
 
The legislation relating to TV licences is set out in UK legislation. Consequently, for this 
policy change approved by Tynwald to come into effect it was necessary for the Isle of Man 
Government to ask the UK Government to change that legislation to remove the concession 
for Isle of Man households which include a person aged 75 or older.  The change to the 
legislation was made at the start of July 2016 with the amendments coming into operation 
on 1st September 2016. 
 
Why is this set out in UK legislation? 
 
This ensured that households in the Island that include a person aged 75 or older did not 
receive annual TV licence fee demands for payment from TV Licensing.  
 
 
 



3 
 

What is the position in the UK? 
 
In July 2015 the UK Government announced that households in the UK which include a 
person who is aged 75 or older would continue to have their TV licences paid for until May 
2020. This was in line with the Conservative manifesto pledge at the time of the May 2015 
General Election. These TV licences are currently paid for by the UK Government, not the 
BBC.  
 
If the UK legislation on free TV licences for people aged 75 and older applies to 
the Isle of Man and the concession is continuing in the UK why isn’t it continuing 
in the Island? 
 
Although the same legislation applies in the UK, the Isle of Man, Jersey and Guernsey it 
contains different provisions about the TV licence concession for households with a person 
aged 75 or older in different jurisdictions. This is because, the concessions are social benefits 
and the level and type of benefits offered from government revenue are a matter for the 
respective governments. 
 
What is the position in Jersey? 
 
The Jersey Government has never paid for the TV licences of all households which include a 
person aged 75 or older. It has a local scheme funded by the government to assist less well-
off residents who are aged 75 or older with the cost of their TV licences. 
 
What is the position in Guernsey? 
 
In Guernsey (except for Sark) the Government currently funds the cost of TV licences for all 
households which include a person aged 75 or older. However, anyone who turns 75 after 1st 
September 2016 will not be automatically eligible to have their TV licence paid for. 
Assistance with the TV licence fee will be available for those who are less well off.  
 
Why isn’t the UK Government paying for the cost of TV licences in the UK, IOM, 
Jersey and Guernsey? 
 
The Isle of Man is internally self-governing, and it is for the Isle of Man Government to 
determine the policy on the funding of TV licences for households with persons aged 75 and 
older. Jersey and Guernsey are also internally self-governing and is for their respective 
Governments to determine the policy on the funding of TV licences in their respective 
jurisdictions. 
 
Isn’t the BBC going to be funding TV licences for household with people aged 75 
and older in the UK? 
 
The BBC is not currently making any contribution towards the cost of funding TV licences for 
households with persons aged 75 and older in the UK; it is still entirely funded by the UK 
Government. 
 
From June 2020, it will be for the BBC, rather than the UK Government, to decide whether 
TV licences for all households which include persons aged 75 and older should be provided 
from TV licence fee income. 
 
In the transitional period the BBC will have to contribute towards the cost of providing TV 
licences for all households which include persons aged 75 and older in the UK from TV 
licence fee income. This starts in 2018/19 when the BBC will have to fund one third of the 
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overall cost and then in 2019/20 it will have to fund two thirds of the cost of TV licences for 
households which include a person aged 75 or older. This will apply in the UK only. 
 
Will the BBC provide similar funding for people in the Isle of Man? 
 
For the BBC to agree in principle to partly fund TV licences for all Isle of Man households 
which include persons aged 75 and older, regardless of their means or ability to pay, in 
2018/19 and 2019/20, the Isle of Man Government would need to commit to funding the 
balance as the UK Government is doing for UK residents.  
 
In 2018/19 the Isle of Man Government’s contribution would be approximately £470,000 and 
in 2019/20 it would be about £230,000. Funding this transition would represent a change in 
the policy agreed by Tynwald that TV licences should only be funded for those households 
which include a person on income support.  
 
In October 2015, as a result of the UK Government’s policy decision announced in July 2015, 
the Council of Ministers considered the possibility of funding the transitional arrangement as 
decided by the UK Government. Taking Tynwald’s approval of the 2015 Budget into account, 
and the Isle of Man Government’s national priorities of rebalancing public finances and 
targeting its resources to protect the most vulnerable, Council agreed that the Isle of Man 
Government should seek to negotiate with the BBC for the same treatment for Island 
households as UK households from 2020. 
 
What happens if an Isle of Man resident refuses to pay the TV licence fee? 
 
It is a legal requirement for a household to pay the TV licence fee if they watch live 
television or if they use the BBC iPlayer on the internet from 1st September 2016. 
 
Anyone who is required to have a TV licence but fails to have one may face prosecution. 
 
 
 
External Relations 
Cabinet Office 
 
4th August 2016 


