
CLASSIFICATION OF PUBLIC PASSENGER VEHICLES FORM  

 

Please indicate below which class(es), and the number of vehicles which you are applying for, by ticking the 
appropriate box(es).  e.g. if you are applying to operate a taxi, tick which type of taxi you will provide. 

 

Will the vehicle be used in conjunction with a Service Provider?       YES         NO 

 

PLY FOR HIRE CARS (I.E. TAXIS – UP TO 8 PASSENGER SEATS) 

 

There are three classes of vehicle that would be acceptable for use as a taxi to stand or ply for hire: - 

a ‘General Purpose Cab’ constructed as a taxi for plying for hire to carry not more than 8 seated 
passengers in addition to the driver, including at least one passenger seated in a wheelchair together 
with at least one carer. If no wheelchair is carried in the vehicle, it must be capable of carrying at 
least 6 seated passengers. 

 

a ‘Multi-Purpose Mobility Taxi’ constructed or adapted for plying for hire to carry not more than 8 
seated passengers in addition to the driver, and adapted to securely carry at least one passenger 
seated in a wheelchair, where the wheelchair may be secured to restraining tracks laid in the floor of 
the cabin. 

 

a ‘Saloon’ or ‘Estate’ Taxi, which not being to either such specification in (a) or (b) nevertheless 
meets the minimum specification of a taxi set out in the ‘Road Vehicles (Maintenance and Use) 
Regulations’. 

 

PRIVATE HIRE MINIBUS (I.E. A VEHICLE WITH BETWEEN 9 AND 16 PASSENGER SEATS) 

 

There are two classes of vehicle that would be acceptable for use as a Private Hire Minibus: - 

 

a Standard Minibus (Class 1) 

 

a Minibus fitted with a wheelchair lift (Class 2)  

 

 

PRIVATE HIRE CARS (I.E. UP TO 8 PASSENGER SEATS) 

 

There are three types of Private Hire car, as follows: -  

 

a ‘Limousine’ is classed as a very long motorcar of luxurious design and equipment, able to 
accommodate at least 6 seated passengers, and having a largely coach-built body with a partition to 
separate the driver’s compartment from the passenger’s compartment. 

 

Class A – Modern style Executive Private Hire: - 
 
This must be a car listed on the list of approved vehicles over the page 
 
 

 



Approved List of Class A Modern Style Executive Private Hire Cars  

 

 

Manufacturer 

 

Model 

Audi A6 and A8 

Bentley  

BMW 5 Series, 7 Series and X5 

Chrysler Grand Voyager and 300C 

Citroen C5 

Hummer H2 

Jaguar S, X, XF and XJ Types 

Land Rover Range Rover 

Lexus 400 

Maybach  

Mercedes Benz 
E Class, S Class, ML Class, GL 430 Viano “Long” or “Extra Long” 
Wheelbase, and Traveliner 113cdi “Extra Long” Wheelbase 

Renault Traffic Sport 2014 

Rolls Royce  

Skoda Superb Comfort and Superb Elegance  

Toyota Land Cruiser  

Volkswagen Toureg, Phaeton, Passat CC and Passat Highline 

Volvo S80 and XC90 

 
Applicants may apply to the RTLC for approval to add an alternative vehicle to the list.  Any alternative 
vehicle will have to be approved by the Committee before it is added to the list.  The criteria which new 
vehicles must meet can be obtained from the RTLC office, but please be aware that the Committee will still 
have to approve any new vehicle to be added to the list, even if it meets all of the criteria. 

 
Class B – ‘Classic’ Executive Private Hire: - 
 
A car constructed in a previous era of motor design, or one that has been constructed as a replica of, 
or in the style of, such a vehicle, or a luxury vehicle (including two door vehicles) of a more modern 
design which are to be used for special occasions only. 

 
 

IMPORTANT 

Please note that all vehicles must meet the requirements of Schedule 5 of the Road Vehicles (Maintenance 
and Use) Regulations 2002 (SD 673/02) as they apply to taxis, Private Hire Cars and Minibuses.   

Operators should contact the Vehicle Test Centre prior to purchasing a vehicle to ensure that it 

complies with the legislation.    

 
If you require any assistance, please contact the RTLC Office on 651564 


