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This guidance document aims to provide practical advice to anyone who wants to stand as a 
candidate in the House of Keys General Election on 22 September 2016. 
 
The guidance covers each of the main steps towards standing in a House of Keys election from 
nomination to the declaration of the result. 
 
 

Please note this advice is intended to complement rather than replace or replicate 
other sources of information.  Candidates should ensure they refer to the provisions 
of the Representation of the People Act 1995 and the Representation of the People 

Regulations 2015 
 
 
The advice is provided as a guide to the requirements for candidates during an election.  It 
should not be relied on as legally definitive and the Cabinet Office cannot accept responsibility 
for any errors or omissions or any act arising from them.  If candidates have any doubts about 
a particular point they are strongly recommended to consult the appropriate legislation and 
seek their own legal advice. 
 
This document does not provide guidance for Local Authority elections.  The Department of 
Infrastructure is responsible for the administration of Local Authority elections. 
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1. Qualification for membership of the House of Keys 

 
 
 
Under Section 1 of the Representation of the People Act 1995 (‘the 1995 Act’), a 
person may stand as a candidate for, and be elected a Member of the House of Keys for a 
constituency, if at the time of nomination as a candidate the person -  
 

(a) has reached the age of majority, 
 

(b) is either a British citizen or has the right to remain in the Island, 
 

(c) is ordinarily resident in the Island and has been so for a period of, or for periods 
amounting in the aggregate to, 5 years or more; and 
 

(d) is registered on the register of electors for any electoral area in the Island. 
 
For the purpose of (b) a person has the right to remain in the Island if the person – 
 

(a) has indefinite leave to remain in the Island, within the meaning of the Immigration Act 
1971 (of Parliament), as it has effect in the Island (the 1971 Act); or 
 

(b) does not under the 1971 Act require leave to enter or remain in the Island, by virtue of 
section 7(1) of the Immigration Act 1988 (of Parliament), as it has effect in the Island;  

 
and, in either case, is not liable to deportation under section 3(5) or (6) of the said Act of 1971. 
 
However, a person is disqualified for being a candidate if at the time of nomination the 
person- 
 

(a) is the holder of an office of profit under the government of any country or territory 
outside the Island; 

 
(b) has been convicted of a relevant offence, unless the conviction is spent for the purposes 

of the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 2001; 
 

(c) is incapable of being elected to and sitting in the Keys by virtue of section 66 
(incapacities on report or conviction of corrupt or illegal practice); 
 

(d) is serving a custodial sentence following conviction for any offence; 
 

(e) is an undischarged bankrupt; or 
 

(f) is subject to any incapacity by virtue of this or any other Act. 
 

For the purpose of (b) a relevant offence is an offence (wherever committed) involving 
corruption, bribery or dishonesty or an offence (of any kind) under the Representation of the 
People Act 1995, or under the equivalent Act in any other territory or country.  
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2. Additional Information 
 
 
 
Representation of the People Act 1995 and Representation of the People 
Regulations 2015 

 
The 1995 Act and the 2015 Regulations can be downloaded from the Cabinet Office website at 
www.gov.im/elections.  

 
Alternatively, a hard copy containing both documents is available at Tynwald Library, Finch 
Road, Douglas.  This will incur a charge.  
 
Copy of Electoral Register  

   
A copy of the full register for the constituency in which a candidate intends to stand is available 
from the General Registry, Isle of Man Courts of Justice free of charge upon application to the 
Chief Registrar.  The Chief Registrar will require the candidate to complete a form of declaration 
that it is their intention to seek nomination as a candidate in the forthcoming House of Keys 
election. 
 
The register will be available either as a hard copy or electronic copy (CD: Word or Excel) in 
accordance with the candidate’s request. 
 
Candidates are only permitted to make use of the information contained in the register for the 
purpose of conducting their election campaign and should ensure the data is stored securely 
and not misused.  
 
Local Plan of the constituency  

 
A copy of a constituency plan is available from Mapping Section, Department of Infrastructure, 
Murray House, Mount Havelock, Douglas.   
 
Please note there will be a small charge for a detailed copy of the constituency plan.  Please 
contact the Mapping Section in order to arrange for a plan of the constituency to be produced 
before you visit the office.  The contact details are Tel: 685924 or mapping@gov.im   
 
Nomination Forms  
 
Nomination forms are available from the following: 
 

 the Returning Officer for the constituency, 
 the Cabinet Office (www.gov.im/elections or supplied on request) 

 
Registration and Conduct of Political Parties 
 
Political parties supporting or endorsing candidates for election are required to be formally 
registered.  Part 1A of the 1995 Act details the requirements for the registration and conduct of 
political parties. 
 
 

http://www.gov.im/elections
mailto:mapping@gov.im
http://www.gov.im/elections
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Cabinet Office website has further guidance for candidates affiliated with registered political 
parties and will be of particular interest from page 5 of the document onwards1.   
 
A candidate or prospective candidate who accepts support or endorsement from a political party 
that is not registered is guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine or on summary 
conviction to a fine not exceeding £5,000 (under section 44A of the 1995 Act).  
 
 

3. Roles and responsibilities of those employed during the 
election process 

 
 
Returning Officer  
 
A Returning Officer (usually an advocate) is appointed by His Excellency the Lieutenant 
Governor to be Returning Officer for a constituency for a period of up to 5 years.  There are 12 
Returning Officers, one for each constituency. The term of the appointment commences 
approximately one year before the House of Keys General Election.   
 
 

A Returning Officer is the key person responsible for running the election within a 
constituency.  It is the duty of a Returning Officer to do everything at an election 

which is necessary for conducting the election in accordance with the election 
regulations.  Some of the responsibilities of the Returning Officer include appointing 

election staff, organising and managing the polling stations and answering 
questions raised by candidates and voters. 

 
 
The Returning Officer is responsible for accepting a candidate’s nomination. 
 
The contact details of the Returning Officers are available on the Cabinet Office election website 
www.gov.im/elections.  

 
  

Deputy Returning Officer 
 
A Returning Officer must appoint a deputy or deputies to cover for them when they are not 
available. A Returning Officer may authorise any of the deputies to perform any or all of the 
Returning Officer’s functions, and anything that is required or authorised to be done by, to or 
before the Returning Officer may, so far as the deputy is authorised, be done by, to or before 
the Deputy Returning Officer.   
 
 
Presiding Officer 
 
A Returning Officer must appoint not more than two Presiding Officers to preside at each 
polling station on the day of election.  The Presiding Officer’s role is to keep order at the polling 
station.   
 
 
 

                                                           
1
 www.gov.im/media/1348995/guidance-on-why-and-how-to-register-a-political-party-ahead-of-the-general-election-

to-the-house-of-keys-pdf 

http://www.gov.im/elections.
http://www.gov.im/elections.
http://www.gov.im/media/1348995/guidance-on-why-and-how-to-register-a-political-party-ahead-of-the-general-election-to-the-house-of-keys-pdf
http://www.gov.im/media/1348995/guidance-on-why-and-how-to-register-a-political-party-ahead-of-the-general-election-to-the-house-of-keys-pdf
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Poll Clerks and Counting Clerks  
 
A Returning Officer must appoint such poll and counting clerks as may be necessary for the 
purpose of the election.  Poll Clerks assist the Presiding Officer during polling day, and Counting 
Clerks will undertake the “count” at the end of the polling period. 
 
Certifying Officer 
 
A Returning Officer may appoint one or more Certifying Officers as necessary for the election.   
A Certifying Officer will arrange for the collection of advance voter ballot papers in the Isle of 
Man.  A list of persons who can act as Certifying Officers can be found in paragraph 6 of 
schedule 2 to the 2015 Regulations.   
 
Polling and Counting Agents 
 
Each candidate may, (under regulation 32 of the 2015 Regulations), before 5.00 pm on 

Monday 19 September 2016, appoint:  

 
(a) polling agents to attend each polling station in the constituency for the purpose of 

detecting personation, but not more than two to be present at any one time, up to the 
maximum number allowed by the Returning Officer for each candidate; and, 

 
(b) such number of counting agents to attend at the counting of the votes as the candidate 

may wish, up to the maximum number allowed by the Returning Officer for each candidate.  
 
 

4. Roles and responsibilities of Government officials employed 
during the election process 

 
The role of Government officials in the election process is outlined below.  The Useful Contacts 
section contains full contact details.  
 
Chief Registrar 
 
The Chief Registrar will ensure that a copy of the full electoral register for the constituency is 
made available to a candidate on receipt of a written application. 
 
Chief Secretary 
 
The Chief Secretary is responsible for the administration of the election.  Responsibilities include 
arranging for the appointment of the Returning Officers and ensuring the publication of the 
public Notice of Election. 
 
Clerk of the Rolls 
  
Following the election, the Returning Officer will forward to the Clerk of the Rolls2 the 
documents listed in Regulation 55 of 2015 Regulations (and for uncontested elections 
documents listed in Regulation 53).  The Clerk of the Rolls will retain for one year all documents 
relating to an election and then unless otherwise directed by order of the Keys or a Deemster, 
will cause them to be destroyed. 

                                                           
2 The Clerk of the Rolls is also the First Deemster 
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The listed documents, except ballot papers and counterfoils, will be open to public inspection at 
such time and subject to such conditions as the Clerk of the Rolls may decide. 

 
Electoral Registration Officer 
 
The Electoral Registration Officer (ERO) is responsible for publishing the electoral register and 
for approving applications to appoint a proxy for elections.  A list of appointed proxies must be 
provided by the ERO to the Returning Officer for any contested constituency in time for the 
election.   
 
Chief Financial Officer 
 
The Chief Financial Officer of the Treasury will receive any anonymous donation received by a 
candidate or prospective candidate. the Chief Financial Officer must make arranges for the 
distribution of the anonymous donation to the nominated charitable trust for distribution as the 
trustees see fit.  
 
 

5. Election Timetable 
 
 
A general election must be held on the fourth Thursday in September of every fifth year starting 
with 2016.  The date for the general election in 2016 is Thursday 22 September. The table 
below outlines key dates prior to polling day.  
 

 Dissolution of the Keys 

Thursday 11 August 2016.   The Keys is dissolved 6 weeks before the election. 
  

 Issue of the writ by His Excellency the Lieutenant 
Governor 

Thursday 11 August 2016.   His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor will issue a writ to the 
Returning Officer of each constituency instructing him or her to 
proceed to an election immediately on the dissolution of the 
Keys.  
 

 Publication of notice of election 

Tuesday 16 August 2016 The Cabinet Office, on behalf of the Chief Secretary, will arrange 
for a Notice of Election to be published as soon as is practicable 
after the issue of the writ.  
 

 Delivery of nomination papers 

10.00am on Wednesday 17 
August 2016 and 1.00pm on 
Wednesday 24 August 
2016; t 

Nomination papers must be delivered to Returning Officers 
between 10.00am on Wednesday 17 August 2016 and 
1.00pm on Wednesday 24 August 2016; the day and time to 
be agreed between the Returning Officer and the candidate.  
 

 The making of objections to nominations 

1.00pm and 2.00pm 
Wednesday 24 August 
2016 

The Returning Officer must attend and invite the persons 
standing nominated as a candidate to attend at a specified 
venue between 1.00pm and 2.00pm on Wednesday 24 
August 2016.  During this time objections can be made to the 
nomination by persons also present as specified in Regulation 14 
(2) of The Representation of the People Regulations 2015.   
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 Withdrawal of candidate 

Wednesday 24 August 
2016 

A candidate may withdraw from their candidature by giving a 
notice in writing to that effect to the Returning Officer, at any 
time prior to 2pm on Wednesday 24 August 2016, but not 
afterwards.   
 

 Declaration of election 

As soon as practicable 
following nominations 

If there are more valid candidates than there are seats then the 
Returning Officer will declare an election for the constituency as 

soon as is practicable and will arrange for a Notice of Poll to 

be displayed. 
   

 Polling 

 The polling stations will be open between 8.00am and 8.00pm 
on polling day, Thursday 22 September 2016.  

 
 

6. Nomination process 
 
 
Form of nomination 
 
Each candidate shall be nominated by a separate nomination paper delivered by the candidate 
himself, or his proposer or seconder, to the Returning Officer at a place of their specification.   

 
The nomination paper will be subscribed by 2 electors as proposer and seconder and by not 
less than 20 other electors as assenting to the nomination.  The electoral number of each 
subscriber must be given on the nomination paper.  
 
An elector may be an assenter on as many nomination papers as there are vacancies to be 
filled but no more and his signature shall be invalid on any nomination paper subscribed in 
excess of that number. 
 
There are various reasons why an assenter’s name may be removed from a nomination form; it 
is therefore recommended that a candidate should include more than 20 assenters on the form 
of nomination. 
 

 
Please note that assenters must be on the electoral register for the constituency in 

which the candidate is standing. 
 
 
Description of candidate 
 
The nomination paper will require information as to the candidate’s full name, address, 
telephone number, email address (if any) and political party (if any).  The candidate must 
produce his or her passport, a certified copy of his or her passport or other evidence 
to the satisfaction of the Returning Officer as proof that he or she is a British citizen 
or has the right to remain in the Island.   
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Delivery of nomination paper 
 
The Returning Officer for the constituency will confirm the arrangements for the delivery of the 
nomination paper with each candidate. 
 
Except for the purpose of delivering a nomination paper or assisting the Returning Officer, the 
only persons entitled to attend the proceedings during the time for delivery of nomination 
papers are the candidate being nominated, the proposer or seconder of the candidate, and one 
other person selected by the candidate. 
 
Withdrawal of candidate 
 
A candidate may, at any time before 2pm on Wednesday 24 August 2016, withdraw from 
his candidature by giving a notice in writing, in accordance with Regulation 16 of the 2015 
Regulations, to the Returning Officer. 
 
Contested/Uncontested elections 
 
If at 2pm on Nomination Day, (Wednesday 24 August 2016), more candidates stand 
nominated than there are vacancies to be filled, a poll shall be taken in accordance with Part 3 
of the 2015 Regulations. 
 
If at that time no more candidates stand nominated than there are vacancies to be filled, the 
candidates nominated shall immediately be declared to be elected in accordance with 
Regulation 51 of the 2015 Regulations.  
 
 
 

7. Expenses and Donations 
 
 
The 1995 Act has been amended to introduce key reforms to the electoral system, including a 
limitation of candidates’ campaign expenses and requirements relating to donations. 
 
There is now a limit on the amount that can be spent on a campaign from the moment a 
candidate makes a public declaration, the maximum amount being £2000 plus 50p for each 
registered elector in the relevant constituency.  As an estimate, the limit may equate to £4500 
to £5000, however the exact limit for each constituency will not be known until the publication 
of the electoral register dated 1 July 2016.   
 
Election expenses are any expenses incurred by a candidate (or prospective candidate) to 
promote the chances of his or her election, or to prejudice the chances of another.  Examples of 
such expenses are the costs of: 
 

 Manifestos, leaflets or calling cards 
 Posters or banners 
 Car stickers, rosettes or balloons 
 Creation of a website and 

 Newspaper adverts. 
 
Expenses can be either direct (costs paid directly by the candidate), or notional (costs covered 
by another individual or company). 
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Donations can be used to assist with campaign expenditure; however a candidate is 

required to declare these and should keep a record of any donations received. 
 

Every candidate must submit a Declaration of Donations Received to the Electoral 
Registration Officer on or before Thursday 15 September 2016. 

This applies even if no donations were received.  
 
Donations fall within the scope of the law if they are made during the relevant period i.e. from 
the date of becoming a prospective candidate; and if the donor specifies, expressly or by 
implication, that the money is for election purposes and if they are worth £50 or more.  This 
amount also applies to aggregated donations which total £50 or more.   
 
A person becomes a prospective candidate for this election when – 
 
(a) that person (“C”) declares C’s intention to be a candidate: or 
 
(b) another person, with C’s consent, declares C’s intention to be such a candidate. 
 
But if the declaration occurs more than 12 months before the day of the election, C becomes a 
prospective candidate on the day that is 12 months before election day. 
 
Should a candidate receive any anonymous donations, these should be forwarded to 
the Chief Financial Officer, and included on the Declaration of Donations Received 
form.   
 
In order to be fully informed of the requirements in this area, please read the Guidance on 
Election Funding for those intending to stand for election to the House of Keys at 
the 2016 General Election.  This document can be found on the Cabinet Office website at 
www.gov.im/elections.   
 
 

 

8. Manifestos 
 
 
Every candidate is entitled to have one copy their manifesto delivered by the Isle of Man Post 
Office to each household containing one or more persons on the electoral register for the 
constituency for which they are standing for election.  The cost of postage will be paid out of 
money provided by Tynwald, up to the cost of the minimum charge for a standard letter, and 
should be disregarded when computing election expenses and donations.   
 
Should a candidate supply to the Post Office a manifesto which will exceed the cost of a 
standard letter, or supply more than one manifesto per household, the Isle of Man Post Office 
may refuse delivery unless the candidate pays for the increase in postage.  The increase would 
have to be declared as an election expense.   
 
If the candidate chooses to use a delivery service other than the Isle of Man Post Office, the 
funding of delivery is payable by Treasury up to the amount that would be incurred using the 
Isle of Man Post Office, and can likewise be disregarded when computing election expenses and 
donations.   
  

http://www.gov.im/elections
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Each candidate may forward an electronic version of their manifesto to the Chief 
Secretary who will arrange for it to be displayed on an appropriate website. 
 

 
 
 

9. Election Publications 
 
 
Section 37 of the 1995 Act specifies a number of requirements and restrictions on the 
publication of election materials.  
 
 

No person, including a candidate may publish, print, post or distribute any bill, 
placard or poster in relation to an election, without including the name and address 

of the printer and publisher on the front. 
 
This is regardless of whether the material is to promote a candidate or to discourage an 
opponent. 
 
In addition, election publications may not be displayed within any polling station or any building 
of which a polling station is a part; or in or around any building that is owned or occupied by a 
Government Department or Statutory Board.   
 
Any person found in contravention of Section 37 of the 1995 Act is guilty of an offence and 
liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding £1000.  
 
 

10. Broadcast Media 
 
 
 
The Communications Commission’s ‘The Programme Code’3 sets out the editorial standards 
which audiences are entitled to expect from broadcasting services in the Isle of Man. It aims to 
ensure that requirements covering programme content which Tynwald stipulated in the 
Broadcasting Act 1993 are met. 
 
Programme Code - programmes at the time of elections 
 
The general provisions of Section 4 deal with programmes at the time of elections and advise 
that: 
 
There is no expectation that the time devoted to all candidates in an election will be 
exactly equal.  Licensees must exercise their judgment, based on factors such as the number 
of candidates.  However, new and unknown candidates may also be among those with 
significant views and perspectives, to which appropriate coverage may need to be given. 
 

                                                           
3
 www.iomcc.im/media/1006/broadcasting-programme-code.pdf  

http://www.iomcc.im/media/1006/broadcasting-programme-code.pdf


13 
 

Discussion and analysis of election issues should finish when the polls open.  
A licensee may not publish the results of any poll it has commissioned or undertaken on polling 
day itself, until the polls have closed. 
 
Appearances by candidates in Isle of Man elections as newsreaders, interviewers or presenters 
of any type of programme should cease for the election period. 
                                     
Programme Code - Coverage of constituencies at House of Keys and Local 
Government Elections in the Isle of Man 
 
It is not necessary to secure the agreement of all candidates before any candidate can take part 
in an item about the relevant constituency, and likely candidates are not prevented from taking 
part in the period before the close of nominations. Nevertheless, due impartiality must be 
strictly maintained in coverage of the campaign in any constituency. If any candidate takes 
part in an item about a particular constituency then all candidates should be offered 
the opportunity to take part. 
 
Any constituency report or discussion after the close of nominations must include a list of all 
candidates standing, giving first names and surnames. This should be conveyed in caption 
and/or voice.   
 
 
Where a politician is appearing as a speaker on policy matters, care should be taken 

to avoid allowing him or her opportunity to make constituency points, when no 
other candidates will have a similar opportunity. 

 
 
The election period, during which the requirements in this sub-section of the Code must be 
applied, is defined as starting at the close of nominations.  The election period ends with the 
close of poll. 
 
 

11. Social Media 
 
 
 
Social media may be used during an election campaign, and news articles, campaign press 
releases, endorsements, website updates, blog posts and event alerts useful in keeping voters 
informed.  However, as with other election publications as detailed above (9), candidates 
should not print, publish, post or distribute any material aimed at promoting or discouraging the 
election of a candidate, unless the name and address of the printer and publisher is included on 

the front.  This includes electronic distribution and publishing.   
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12. Methods of voting 
 
 
 
The following methods of voting are available –  

 
Option 1 - Attend the polling station 
 
A registered elector can attend the polling station for their polling district to vote between 
8.00am to 8.00pm.  The notice of poll and the poll card will indicate which polling station the 
elector should attend.  It is not necessary to have a poll card in order to vote at a 
polling station.   
 
Option 2 - Apply for an Advance Vote (Schedule 2 to the 2015 Regulations) 

 
A registered voter who is either on or off the Island on polling day is entitled to choose to have 
a ballot paper delivered to him or her rather than attend the polling station.  The application for 
an advance vote must be received by the Returning Officer by 5pm on Friday 16 September 
(if the ballot paper is to be marked in the Island), or by 5pm on Monday 12 September (if 
the ballot paper is to be marked elsewhere in the British Islands).  
 

 
An application form for an absent vote can be obtained from: 

 

 Returning Officer for your constituency  
 Cabinet Office (www.gov.im/elections or supplied on request) 

 
The form must be returned to the Returning Officer. 
 
 
The voter will be asked to bring the ballot paper directly to a place specified by the Returning 
Officer where a Certifying Officer will issue directions as to the casting of the vote.  If the voter 
is incapacitated and cannot attend the specified place, then arrangements will be made for the 
Certifying Officer to pay a home visit.   
 
The advance voter is required to produce to the certifying person (a) the ballot paper showing 
the number, (b) the declaration of identity and (c) satisfactory evidence of identity. 
 

The advance voter must sign the declaration of identity before the certifying person then vote 
secretly in the presence but not in the sight of the certifying person.  The voter must then 
insert the ballot paper into Envelope A and seal the envelope. 

 

If the advance voter is unable to sign the declaration of identity the Certifying Officer, on being 
satisfied as to the identity of the advance voter, will mark the ballot paper ‘Advance Voter 
unable to sign’ and insert the ballot paper into Envelope A.  Envelope A and the declaration of 
identity are then placed into Envelope B and the envelope is sealed.  

 
The B envelope must then be delivered to the Returning Officer before the 8pm on Thursday 22 
September.   
 
Should the voter be elsewhere in the British Islands, then the arrangement will be as above 
except that the advance voter will take (a) the ballot paper, (b) the declaration of identity and 

http://www.gov.im/elections
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(c) satisfactory evidence of identity to a person who is of ‘reasonable standing in the 
community’4 or who has been approved by the Returning Officer. 

 
Option 3 - Apply for the appointment of a proxy to vote on behalf of a voter 
 
A registered voter who cannot attend the polling station or who cannot vote in advance may 
opt to appoint a proxy to vote on their behalf.  (Schedule 3 to the 2015 Regulations). 
 

 
An application form for the appointment of a proxy can be obtained from: 

 
 The Returning Officer for your constituency 
 The Electoral Registration Officer (www.gov.im/elections)  

 
The elector must complete the application form and return it to the Electoral 
Registration Officer, Electoral Registration Unit, Cabinet Office, Bucks Road, 
Douglas, IM1 3PN.  
 
 
A person who is aged 16 or over and not subject to any incapacity to vote, may be appointed 
proxy to vote on behalf of an elector in any constituency. 
 
A person may not be appointed proxy to vote on behalf of more than 2 electors in any 
constituency unless that person is the husband, wife, civil partner, parent, grandparent, 
brother, sister, child or grandchild of each of those electors.  
 
 

 

13. Guidance for Tellers at Polling Stations 
 

 
It is common practice for candidates at elections to appoint “tellers” or “checkers” to stand 
outside polling stations and identify electors who have voted.  This is a well established 
practice, but the activities of tellers can sometimes be confusing or even intimidating so far as 
the voters are concerned, and do lead to complaints and disputes.  
  
Tellers have no legal status so far as electoral law is concerned. They are volunteers 
for candidates.  They should not be confused with polling agents, whose appointment and 
duties are prescribed in the Representation of the People Act 1995.  They do however play an 
important role in elections by relaying information to the candidate or their supporters and 
helping to increase turn out.  The candidate or supporters may then contact the voters who 
have not yet voted on polling day to persuade them to vote.  
  

                                                           
4 For a list persons who are of ‘reasonable standing in the community’ see the Cabinet Office website at 

www.gov.im/elections, or paragraph 6 of schedule 2 to the 2015 Regulations 

 

http://www.gov.im/elections
http://www.gov.im/elections
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Teller’s Guidance 
 

Tellers must: 
 

(a) Always remain outside the polling station 
(b) Only enter the polling station to cast their own vote or to vote as a proxy 
(c) Always comply with the instruction of the Returning Officer. 

 
Tellers must not: 
 

(a) Be able to see or hear what is happening inside the polling station 
(b) Impede, obstruct or intimidate voters on their way in or out of the polling station 
(c) Demand any information relating to a voter’s electoral number, name or address 
(d) Ask voters to return to the polling station to ascertain their electoral number 
(e) Have discussions with voters that may give rise to allegations of undue influence 

(e.g. voting intentions or party affiliations) 
 

 

14. Liaison with the Returning Officer 
 
 
 
This Guidance Document should be read in conjunction with any guidance or instructions given 
by the Returning Officer.  It is recommended that the Returning Officer and the candidates and 
their agents should liaise at an early stage.  You will wish to discuss matters such as 
instructions for polling agents, counting agents and tellers. 

 
 

15. Successfully elected candidates 
 
 
 
Successful candidates will be contacted by the Clerk of Tynwald’s Office and will be given 
detailed instructions as to the arrangements for them to be sworn in as a Member of the House 
of Keys. 
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USEFUL CONTACTS 
 
Chief Registrar  
 
General Registry, Isle of Man Courts of Justice, Deemsters’ Walk, Douglas, IM1 3AR.  
Tel: (01624) 687505 
Email: Alison.kelly2@gov.im 
 
 
Chief Secretary  
 
Cabinet Office, Third Floor, Government Office, Bucks Road, Douglas, IM1 3PN.  
Tel: (01624) 685211  
email: elections@gov.im 
 
 
Clerk of the Rolls 
 

Isle of Man Courts of Justice, Deemsters’ Walk, Douglas, IM1 3AR.   
Tel: (01624) 685247 
email: civil@courts.im 
 
Electoral Registration Officer 
 

Electoral Registration Unit, Cabinet Office, Third Floor, Government Office, Bucks 
Road, Douglas, IM1 3PN. 
Tel: (01624) 685754   
email: elections@gov.im 
 
Tynwald Library 
 
Legislative Buildings, Finch Road, Douglas, IM1 3PW 
Tel: (01624) 685520 
email: library@tynwald.org.im 
 
Returning Officer 
 
A contact list of all Returning Officers can be obtained from www.gov.im/elections  
 

http://www.gov.im/elections


 
Cabinet Office 

Government Office 
Bucks Road 

Douglas 
IM1 3PN 
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