
MANX YOUTH ORCHESTRA TOUR TO BELGIUM JULY 2015 
 
This year we chose to visit Flanders. The orchestra had been learning music associated with 
the First World War in 2014 and had gained a lot of satisfaction from the 2 Island of Culture 
primary schools’ concerts in the Villa Marina in November 2014, where 2000 children and 
their teachers learned and sang It’s a Long Way to Tipperary as part of our ‘Music from the 
Trenches’ programme. During the 2014 Christmas concert, also in a packed Villa Marina, we 
invited the audience to join in with Stille Nacht/Silent Night with 1 verse in German and 2 in 
English, again to honour the centenary of the outbreak of the First World War.  
 
In July 2015 our party of 58 12-19 year olds from all 5 secondary schools and IOM College 
and 1 home schooled student, gave 3 very successful concerts:  

1. St Michael’s Church, Ghent, as a part of their summer festival and on Belgium’s 
national day 

2. Church of Our Lady of Fatima, De Panne, built in the 1920s to cater for the growth of 
tourism in the region following the war 

3. In Ypres market square – a very different experience outside, surrounded by cafes and 
restaurants 

Our concert programme included a wide variety of music, from classical to pop, a mixture of 
serious and fun. One piece particularly appreciated by audiences was the theme from the 
American mini series, ‘Band of Brothers’ which tells the story of "Easy" Company (part of the 
US 506th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Division) who had fought in the Seige 
of Bastogne, Belgium, as a part of the Battle of the Bulge during the WW2. Audiences were 
also delighted that we were playing in Ypres later in the week and applauded us when it was 
announced in our concerts. 
 

On our last day of the tour we visited the German cemetery at Langemark first and many 
people were extremely moved. The inscriptions commemorating so many unknown soldiers 
were particularly poignant. We then went to Tyne Cot Commonwealth cemetery where we 
found Manx names such as Gawne and Cregeen. We laid a wreath and held our own 
ceremony with the Last Post, a minute’s silence and the Manx National Anthem. One boy had 
brought fresh flowers all the way from the Isle of Man to lay at a Manx grave. 
 
In the afternoon, after our concert in the square, we visited the interactive ‘In Flanders Field’ 
museum in Ypres (Ieper).  Later on at the Menin Gate we looked for and found the names of 
two relatives of members of our party. We were shown names of fallen soldiers who had lied 
about their ages in order to serve. At 8 o’clock we participated in the 30,0014th Last Post 
Ceremony at the Menin Gate. It was packed as usual and our brass section, conducted by 
Paul Hamilton, our Head of Brass and Percussion, played an arrangement that Paul had 
written especially for the occasion. It wove together the Manx Fisherman’s Evening Hymn, 
Ellan Vannin and references to the Last Post to create a fitting representation of our Island’s 
music at such an important occasion. Two of our senior members, Tom Shirtliff (BHS) and 
Kyra Morphet (RGS), laid a wreath as the brass section played. Afterwards the buglers from 
the local fire brigade (who play the Last Post every night) were very complimentary of our 
players’ performance and joined them for a photo. Many people of different nationalities 
thanked us for the playing both at the gate and in the Market Square earlier that day.  
 
Of all the activities we enjoyed during the tour it was felt that the last day was the most 
memorable. Some people said it was the most important thing they had ever done.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/E_Company,_506th_Infantry_Regiment_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/101st_Airborne_Division

