
Ballacottier Primary School 
 

Ballacottier Primary School recently took part in an external validation which involved confirming the 
judgments the school made about itself across certain areas.  
 
Three aspects were looked at in detail: 

 Achievement against prior attainment 
 Guidance and support 

 Partnerships 
 
Achievement against prior attainment 
The validation team agreed with the school’s judgment that achievement against prior attainment is 
‘good’.  
 
The school has evidence that pupils who were in Reception in 2014-15 had made good progress by 
the end of the Foundation Stage. According to end of key stage assessments, most pupils who were 
in Year 2 in 2014-15 made better than average progress in speaking and listening, reading, writing, 
mathematics and science during their time in Key Stage 1. End of key stage assessments also show 
that most pupils who were in Year 6 in 2014-2015 made better than average progress in speaking 
and listening, reading, writing and mathematics during Key Stage 2. Most made average or above 
average progress in science. The school recognises that it needs to collate its evidence about 
progress made within lessons and units of work.  
 
Guidance and support 
The validation team agreed with the school’s judgment that guidance and support is a ‘significant 
strength’. 
 
Pupil voice is an important aspect of the school. This is particularly evident in the workings of the 
school council, which, as well as arranging particular activities and events, has been a catalyst in 
changes to school procedures relating to – for example – playtimes, school meals and outdoor 
learning. It is also evident in the school’s recent reaccreditation as an ‘Investor in Children’. 
Pupils are becoming more aware of global issues such as global warming, pollution and fair trade and 
have sponsored children in Africa. The school provides a wide range of extra-curricular clubs 
promoting participation in sport and fitness. Pupils recognise that these can contribute to their health 
and fitness. The school has very few issues of bullying or pupils unable to develop relationships. 
Pupils are very happy in school. They are keen to attend and are engaged in their learning activities.  
 
Partnerships 
The validation team agreed with the school’s judgment that partnerships is a ‘significant strength’. 
 
The school has appropriate and effective mechanisms to consult, and engage in partnerships with, 
parents, carers and the wider community. The school provides parents and carers with information 
about its approaches to learning in a variety of ways: notably through induction packs, information 
evenings, meetings and topic overviews. The school has entered into partnerships with other schools 
in such areas as music, sports and secondary transfer. The school has also developed partnerships 
with the wider community to support learning and pupil welfare. It has links with local businesses, 
services and charities and with the local church.  
 
Other areas considered 
As well as the three specific aspects on which it focused, the validation team also considered other 
judgments and it concurred with many, including: 
 
 Pupils engage well in the academic and extended opportunities the school provides  
 Pupils work both individually and in teams, demonstrating positive self-esteem 

 The school endeavours to make learning fun and to link learning to real life experiences 
 Pupils are highly motivated and focused 
 Learning, engagement and enjoyment is enhanced through trips out of school and visitors into 

school  



 Themes and topics are designed to reflect and reference Manx content where appropriate  

 The inclusion of the Rainbow Room pupils into mainstream classes is a significant strength 
 The school provides enrichment through a very wide range of extended opportunities 
 Displays promote development of thinking skills, learning dispositions 
 Pupils are given a strong understanding of how to keep safe 
 The leadership of the school inspires and enthuses colleagues. 
 
Conclusion 
The school knows itself very well. The layout of the SSRE is very good, with evaluations set out under 
headings from the grade descriptors. Most sections are very full. The school is in a very good position 
to plan for further improvement of pupils’ learning. 
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