
 

 

 

 

 

 Email: michael.gallagher@gov.im 
Tel: (01624) 685903 

Director of Planning & Building Control 
Michael Gallagher MRTPI 

 
            3rd October 2014 

 

Walney Extension Project Team,  

Secretary of State for, Energy and Climate Change,  

c/o the Planning Inspectorate,  

Eagle Wing  

3/18, Temple Quay House,  

Temple Quay,  

Bristol,  

BS1 6PN  

 

Dear Sir, 

 

REQUEST FOR COMMENTS ON THE APPLICATION FOR THE PROPOSED WALNEY 

EXTENSION OFFSHORE WIND FARM - EN010027  

 

Thank you for your letter of 19 September 2014 inviting comments from interested parties 

on the Applicant’s representations dated 5 August 2014 about DONG Energy and Centrica, 

recently announced decision to cease development of offshore wind farms in the Round 3 

“Irish Sea” zone, which includes the North East Potential Development Area.  

 

The Isle of Man Government would concur with the recent additional submission made by 

the Isle of Man Steam Packet Company on this matter.  

 

In particular we would like to highlight the following. 

 

1. Walney Extension Development in isolation 

The Isle of Man Government confirmed in its written evidence and at the Walney 

Extension Public Hearing in Douglas on 18 March 2014 that the Company would not 

object to the Walney Extension if developed in isolation, provided our concerns on air 

and sea navigation and radar systems were addressed.  

 

Specifically with regards to aviation, whilst the withdrawal of the Celtic Array proposed 

development areas in the Irish Sea Zone has reduced the cumulative effect for the 

immediate future, there are still other potential development sites within the Irish Sea 

Zone which will impact on aviation radar. Dong Energy’s proposed mitigation of creating 

a TMZ using BAe Warton as the Controlling Authority has limitations due to the restricted 

opening hours of that unit. We still maintain that the proposed extension will limit the 

level of radar service that can be offered by IOM Airport in that area, which may 

ultimately impact on aircraft safety.  

 

 



 

 

 

2. Cumulative Impact Concern 

One of the Isle of Man Government’s principal objections to the Walney extension 

proposal was with regard to the cumulative impact of Walney and other developments, 

most specifically the NE ‘Irish Sea’ zone. We have repeatedly highlighted the cumulative 

impact would have led to an unacceptable risk for safety of shipping and an unacceptable 

risk of vessel cancellations, to the cost of Isle of Man economy and lifeline requirements.  

The Walney Extension proposal is close to the ‘fair weather’ shipping route from Douglas 

to Heysham and any future developments (and leases) further south should not be 

permitted to disrupt Island  lifeline shipping services which are essential for passengers 

and the reliable supplies of essential foodstuffs, medical supplies, public services, 

construction and manufacturing ‘Just in Time’ deliveries.   

 

We fully support the views of our current ferry service provider, the Isle of Man Steam 

Packet Company (IOMSPCo). Ferry sailings between Douglas and Heysham may be 

affected in any adverse weather when having to weather route, particularly the fast craft. 

This could have an impact on sailings as the lack of safe water may increase the chance 

of cancellations. Although not directly impacting on Douglas this disruption and 

consequential “catch up” does impact on Douglas harbour operations both in regard to 

staffing and trailer space in addition to inconvenience/cost to the island. 

 

The Walney extension proposal potentially could also affect the Mezeron service between 

Ramsey, IOM, and Glasson Dock, although to a lesser degree compared with the 

IOMSPCo. This cargo service does provide an element of backup that is in place to help 

cover any issues with the SPC. 

 

If the NE Zone is now NOT to be developed by Celtic Array, then in the short term our 

concerns about cumulative impact may be allayed. However, this only applies if there is 

no NE zone development in the future or other developments in close proximity to the 

south of the Walney Extension.  

 

The withdrawal of Celtic Array from The Irish Sea Round 3 Zone does not mean that 

alternative proposals may come forward from another developers in the future in the 

same areas, thus reigniting our concerns on cumulative impact. 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

 

 

Michael Gallagher 

Director of Planning & Building Control 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


