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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

Since 1996 river pollution incidents have been collated by the Government Laboratory. In 

2003 this duty was passed to the Environment Protection Unit (EPU) (then with the 

Department of Local Government and the Environment (DLGE), now in the Department of 

Environment, Food and Agriculture (DEFA)), after the appointment of an Environmental 

Protection Officer with special responsibility for water pollution issues. At the start of 2010, 

the Government Laboratory Freshwater Biologist took over this role as a combined post of 

Freshwater Biologist / Environmental Protection Officer within EPU.  

 

This report summarises pollution trends from 1997-2013, while providing an analysis of 

pollution incidents reported during 2013. Similar to all previous years, river pollution 

incidents were reported by Government employees, members of the public, police, MHKs and 

conservation groups. These reports provide a basis for a water pollution archive, which 

together with the river quality surveys / annual reports may indicate broad changes in river 

water quality. 
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2. EXECUTIVE  SUMMARY 

 

During 2013, 61 pollution incidents were reported, an increase of 22% from the previous year. 

Of these, 28 separate individual incidents were substantiated following investigation. Many 

of these substantiated incidents required multiple repeated visits to ensure the polluter was 

taking sufficient mitigation measures to stop further pollutions and for the Protection Officer 

to clean up polluted sites and/or renew protective measures such as booms and oil absorbent 

mats etc.  For instance during 2013, just two different substantiated pollution incidents 

required over 7 separate site visits between them, before the river sites were sufficiently 

protected and left in a state where they could recover.   

 

The remaining 33 incidents were unsubstantiated (category 4). Of the substantiated incidents, 

1 was classed as significant, 27 as minor.  This information is summarised in Figure 1. A 

description of each of these categories can be found in the Appendix at Section 9 on page 21. 

 

The categorisation of pollution incidents follows the UK Environment Agency’s example 

detailed in the Appendix.       
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Figure 1. Breakdown of pollution incidents by type for 2013
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Similar information has been collected since 1997 and can be seen in Table 1 and presented 

graphically in Figure 2. 
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Fig 2. Pollution incidents 1997 - 2013 
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Table 1. Pollution incidents 1997-2013 

 

Year Substantiated 

incidents 

Minor incidents 

(Cat.3) 

Significant 

incidents (Cat. 2) 

Major incidents 

(Cat. 1) 

1997 14 13 0 1 

1998 14 9 5 0 

1999 24 21 2 1 

2000 39 24 14 1 

2001 31 24 7 0 

2002 29 22 6 1 

2003 25 22 2 1 

2004 29 27 2 0 

2005 39 35 3 1 

2006 43 43 0 0 

2007 33 32 1 0 

2008 49 46 0 3 

2009 30 29 1 0 

2010 25 17 8 0 

2011 20 18 2 0 

2012 24 19 2 3 

2013 28 27 1 0 

 

 

Although from 2000 to 2003 the number of substantiated pollution incidents appeared to fall, 

this was then followed by a general steady rise of incidents year on year, with the exception of 

2007, before reaching a peak in 2008. This was followed by a decline in reported pollutions 

year on year, until 2011. However recent years have seen a gradual increase in the number of 

substantiated pollutions. Throughout the 17 year recorded period, the vast majority of 

incidents were low severity in the minor category.  
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3. POLLUTION INCIDENTS OF 2013 

 

3.1 Summary of confirmed pollution incidents 

A list of confirmed pollution incidents in 2013 detailing catchment areas, types of pollutants 

and category of incidents (as measured on the UK Environment Agency’s classification 

scheme) can be seen in Table 2.  

 

Table 2. Location and type of substantiated pollution incidents, 01/01/2013 to 31/12/2013  

 

RIVER/CATCHMENT NO. OF INCIDENTS MAIN POLLUTANT INCIDENT 

CATEGORIES 

Stoney Mountain stream 1 Suspended solids 3 

Tributary of River Neb 2 Suspended solids 3 

Silverburn River 1 Other 3 

Glashen stream 1 Other 3 

Crogga River 1 Other 3 

River Neb 2 Suspended solids 3 

Silverburn River 1 Suspended solids 3 

Crogga River 1 Oil 3 

River Neb 5 Sewage 3 

Balleira 1 Sewage 3 

River Glass 2 Oil 3 

St. Johns stream 1 Other 3 

Athol Park stream 1 Other 3 

Tributary of Middle River 1 Sewage 3 

Tributary of the Silverburn 

River 

1 Oil 2 

Port Jack Glen stream 1 Oil 3 

Baldrine stream 1 Suspended solids 3 

Tributary of Middle River 1 Other 3 

River Dhoo 1 Suspended solids 3 

River Glass  1 Other 3 

Athol stream 1 Sewage 3 
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Sewage, oil and suspended solids were the main types of pollutant affecting the Island’s 

watercourses in 2013, as can be seen in Table 3 and graphically in Figure 3. ‘Other’ types of 

pollution included industrial effluents, paints, chemicals and even animal remains. 

 

 

Table 3. Trends in types of pollution incidents 

 

Year Farm waste Sewage Oil Suspended 

solids 

Other 

1997 4 2 4 1 3 

1998 7 0 2 3 2 

1999 4 6 5 2 7 

2000 12 5 4 11 7 

2001 9 1 4 13 4 

2002 8 7 3 5 6 

2003 3 6 6 5 5 

2004 1 7 3 10 8 

2005 1 8 9 10 11 

2006 2 12 6 14 9 

2007 0 17 4 4 8 

2008 3 11 9 20 6 

2009 1 7 7 10 5 

2010 0 8 6 5 6 

2011 3 4 1 7 5 

2012 5 4 8 1 6 

2013 0 8 5 8 7 

 

The most noticeable change was a decrease in farm waste (slurry) in 2013 compared to 2012. 

In 2012 two major slurry spills resulted in successful legal action being undertaken by EPU 

against the two polluters. In contrast in 2013, there was a rise in incidents involving 

suspended solids compared to the previous year. These usually involved run-off from 

construction / quarry sites and newly ploughed fields following heavy rainfall events. While 

aesthetically displeasing, the impact of such incidents on water quality tended to be very 

limited in scope.  The number of pollution incidents involving the discharge of raw sewage 

also doubled between 2012 and 2013. 
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Figure 3 highlights the changes described above and clearly show the gradual rise of 

substantiated incidents since 2011, after a previous steady decrease since 2008. 
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Figure 3. Pollution types 1997 - 2013 

Farm waste Sewage Oil Suspended solids Other
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The number of substantiated pollution incidents increased in number between 2012 and 2013 

and the actual number of unsubstantiated reports (i.e. where no evidence of pollution can be 

found) continues to grow and exceed real pollution incidents (see Figure 4).  

 

 

Figure 4. Number of reported incidents substantiated and unsubstantiated 2003-2013 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

4. CONTINGENCY PLANS FOR POLLUTION  

 

Following a major oil pollution incident in 1996 a contingency plan was drafted by the Civil 

Defence Emergency Planning Unit, titled: Plan for the Integrated Response to Pollution of the 

Island’s ‘Controlled Waters’. This plan provided a basis for future responses to pollution 

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Unsubstantiated

Substantiated



 

 11 

incidents and was successfully brought into action with a power station oil spill incident in 

October 2002. The lead department in the implementation of the plan was the Department of 

Local Government and the Environment, unless the incident is ‘restricted to waters 

impounded for the distribution purposes when the lead is taken up by the Isle of Man Water 

Authority’.  The contents of this plan were reviewed in 2000.  

 

Now, the Department of Environment, Food and Agriculture is responsible for  the “Water 

Pollution Incident Response Plan” to detail the new contacts within the re-organised 

government and amended legislation. The plan was complete in early 2012. 

 

Part of the role of the Environmental Protection Officer is the detection and where feasible, 

the prevention of damaging pollution until more substantial protection measures can be put 

into place and the pollution source stopped. In recent years, both the Environmental 

Protection Officer and Environmental Protection Unit Manager have undertook both roles in 

several pollution incidents. The Manger of the EPU orchestrated the sourcing and distribution 

of ‘grab pack spill kits’ consisting of ‘mop up’ absorbent pads, drain blockers etc. to the Isle 

of Man Fire Service so that they could respond immediately when attending an incident where 

there was a potential for immediate pollution of waters. The EPU continues to work with the 

Fire Service to maintain this response capability. 
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Booms and oil absorbent pads 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue inflatable boom  in position preventing oil pollution spreading down the river. Blue absorbent pads soak 

up the oil trapped by the boom. The oil ‘slick’ is seen at the edge of the pads and a large mass of brown 

weathered oil is visible on the top left hand side of the boom. 
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5. LIMITATIONS OF DATA 

The majority of the incidents are reported to EPU by members of the public and some are 

discovered as a result of routine monitoring. Some incidents may not be reported for a number 

of reasons, including: 

 no discernible visual impact; 

 no fish are killed; 

 where pollution is a long term problem (see section 4); 

 where pollution occurs in remote areas; 

 lack of interest - an increase in the number of reported incidents including Category 4 

(unsubstantiated) incidents over the years suggests that lack of interest may not be a 

significant issue on the Isle of Man. 

 

6. THE WATER POLLUTION ACT 1993 

 

The Water Pollution Act (1993) introduced for the first time the offence of “causing or 

knowingly permitting” pollution. This pollution includes; 

 

(a) any poisonous, noxious or polluting matter or any solid waste matter to enter any 

controlled waters; 

 

(b) any matter, other than trade effluent or sewage effluent, to enter controlled waters by 

being discharged from a drain or sewer in contravention of a relevant prohibition;  

 

(c) any trade effluent or sewage effluent to be discharged into any controlled waters, or 

       through a pipe into the sea outside the seaward limits of controlled waters;  

 

(d) any trade effluent or sewage effluent to be discharged, in contravention of any relevant  

 prohibition, from any building or from any fixed plant on to or into any land or into any   

 waters of a lake or pond which are not inland waters; or  

 

(e) any matter whatever to enter any inland waters so as to tend (either directly or in  

combination with other matters which he or another person causes or permits to enter 

those waters) to impede the proper flow of the waters in a manner leading or likely to lead 

to a substantial aggravation of-   
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       (i) pollution due to other causes, or   

(ii) the consequences of such pollution 
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8. APPENDIX  

Environment Agency definitions of Pollution Incident Categories 

Category 1 Category 3 

A ‘major’ incident involving one or more of 

the following: 

A ‘minor’ incident resulting in localised 

environmental impact only. Some of the following 

may apply: 

(a) potential or actual persistent effect on 

water quality or aquatic life; 

(a) notification of abstractors not necessary; 

(b) closure of potable water; industrial or 

agricultural abstraction necessary; 

(b) fish kill of less than 10 fish (species of no 

particular importance to the affected water); 

(c) extensive fish kill; (c) no readily observable effect on invertebrate 

life; 

(d) excessive breaches of consent conditions; (d) water not unfit for stock watering; 

(e) instigation of extensive remedial 

measures; 

(e) bed of watercourse only locally contaminated; 

(f) significant adverse effect on amenity 

value; 

(f) minimal environmental impact and amenity 

value only marginally affected; 

(g) significant adverse effect on a site of 

conservation importance. 

 

Category 2 Category 4 

A ‘significant’ incident which involves one 

or more of the following: 

A reported pollution incident which upon 

investigation proves to be ‘unsubstantiated’ i.e. 

no evidence of a pollution incident can be found. 

(a) notification of abstractors necessary;  

(b) significant fish kill;  

(c) readily observable effects on invertebrate 

life; 

 

(d) water unfit for stock watering;  

(e) bed of watercourse contaminated.  

(f) amenity value to downstream users  
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reduced by odour or appearance 

 

 

 

 

9. GLOSSARY 

 

DEFA – Department of Environment, Food and Agriculture 

 

EPU – Environmental Protection Unit 

  

IOMWSA – Isle of Man Water and Sewerage Authority 

 

For pollution reporting purposes: 

 

‘farm waste’ is defined as any material derived from livestock or cultivated plants and/or any 

aqueous solution which is contaminated with such material; 

 

‘oil’ is defined as any mineral oil (or its’ refined products) derived from petroleum, coal shale 

etc., consisting of hydrocarbons, and/or any aqueous solution contaminated with such 

material; 

 

‘sewage’ is defined as any material  derived from sewers, sewage treatment works, storm 

water overflows, septic tanks and/or any aqueous solution contaminated with such material. 

 

‘suspended solids’ is defined as particles of matter that are present in a sample of water 

removable by filtration and measured by the increase in weight of a filter paper after drying. 

 

‘others’ refers to none of the above and 2011 reports have included such varied ‘pollutants’ 

as bones, kippers, dairy waste, blood and adhesives. 


