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Walney Extension Wind Farm – Examining Authority Open Hearing – 18 March 2014 

Submission by Isle of Man Government on Shipping and Navigation 

 

1. The Isle of Man Government would like to reiterate the comments it made in 

its written submission on this topic in its letter dated 2nd October 2013, our 

submission of 16th December 2013, our response of 7th March 2014 to the 

Examining Authority’s 2nd Set of Written Questions and the Statement of 

common Ground dated 14th March 2014. 

 

2. Issues over impacts on lifeline shipping routes to and from the Isle of Man constitute 

one of our main concerns regarding this proposed development. In isolation, the Walney 

Extension Wind Farm will have minor impacts on current main Manx shipping routes 

(including bad weather routes), however there are major concerns over safety and the 

economic implications regarding the cumulative effects if a second development should 

go ahead as part of the Celtic Array proposals. Additionally the greater size of the 

turbines and the final overall dimensions of the field create conditions which we believe 

may not have been encountered in similar circumstances before and therefore their 

impact may not be fully understood. Also the extended field significantly narrows the 

available sea room for transiting shipping along the East coast of the island the 

importance of which will become increasingly important as other developments in the 

Irish Sea take place. 

3. Safety of shipping and navigation systems is a key concern of the Isle of Man 

Government. Wind turbines can interfere with Marine Radars and can cause impact on 

the detection and tracking ability of other vessels in the vicinity, particularly in bad 

weather. The Maritime Coastguard Agency recommends that mariners are not to pass at 

a distance of less than 2 miles from such structures and clearly marked limits of travel 

(Marine Guidance Notice 372). This can reduce the risk of impact of the turbines on 

marine radars and potential consequence of maritime casualty. 

 

4. Whilst acknowledging that the applicant has conducted 2 simulations, the Isle of Man 

Government believes that the results of both simulations have not been fully examined 

taking into account particularly the views of experienced Master Mariners employed by 
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the Isle of Man Steam Packet Company operating on the Isle of Man to UK routes. The 

Isle of Man  Government  acknowledge that auto sea cluttering and fine tuning are 

available on marine radar, however it is also known that clutter adjusting also impacts 

on the radar ability to detect close by objects/targets, particularly if they were relatively 

small. Any significant risk of incident due to interference with navigation systems, 

particularly taking account of the increased dimensions of the turbines is of concern to 

the Isle of Man Government who depend upon a good safety record with regard to 

transport to and from the island.  

 

5. The importance of the direct and adverse weather routes - operated very successfully by 

Isle of Man Steam Packet Company since 1830 - to the islands population cannot be 

over stressed. Therefore it is imperative that these routes be maintained and protected 

without restrictions in order that the lifeline to the island can be sustained.  Furthermore 

we remain concerned that the applicant has not fully and adequately understood this for 

instance the need for a Master to select a route which is both safe and comfortable, 

which they are able to do at present without any restriction.  

 

6. During construction there will an increase in shipping movements due to the 

construction process and we would ask that the Isle of Man is kept informed of progress 

and that activities are managed to reduce impacts to the Isle of Man shipping 

movements. 

 

7. The cumulative impacts of both developments (Walney Extension and Celtic Array) will 

have a high impact on the economy of the Isle of Man.  If both developments are to go 

ahead, alterations in, and / or greater control of the shipping routes will be necessary 

for safe navigation (especially in bad weather) which in turn can be expected to lead to 

more cancellations and delays due to an increase in distance which will have to be 

covered to accommodate safety concerns.  

 

8. Economic implications to the Isle of Man will be detrimental if the proposed development 

and the Celtic Array should go ahead.  These impacts can also have a secondary impact 

upon the activity of the islands logistics industry, businesses, traders and commercial 

organisations on the Isle of Man due to the reduced travel as consequence of the 
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cumulative impact of one or more developments. Extended journey times and distances 

may in some circumstances mean that it is not possible to viably operate the regular two 

sailings each way per day on the Douglas to Heysham and Douglas to 

Liverpool/Birkenhead routes using the existing vessels. This is an issue that the Isle of 

Man Chamber of Commerce and Travel Watch Isle of Man will no doubt elaborate upon 

in their evidence. 

 


