
Manx Marine Environmental Assessment 
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I am pleased to be introducing this Manx Marine Environmental Assessment (MMEA); an 

overview document containing a significant volume of baseline information on the Manx 

marine environment drawn together with the involvement of and contributions from 

Government Officers and Departments, a wide range of local marine experts, groups, 

organisations and industries.  

The publication of this document is a key step towards developing the ‘Isle of Man Marine 

Plan’ for Manx territorial waters and represents an evolving evidence base to help inform 

any future decisions regarding our territorial sea. 

The Isle of Man holds a pivotal location in the Irish Sea and its territorial waters account for 

87% of total Manx territory. The development of a marine planning process as part of the 

‘Isle of Man Marine Plan’ will provide a framework for assessment of potential offshore 

developments, thus providing new opportunities to achieve one of the Chief Minister’s 

priorities of ‘delivering economic growth and diversification’. 

Any such developments must of course take into account the sustainable management of 

our marine environment. This cannot be achieved without a sound evidence base to manage 

and balance the many marine activities, resources and assets that occur in our waters, and 

the MMEA aims to provide that evidence base. 

As a strategic document, it will also be used to help identify opportunities and constraints for 

significant marine developments and identify gaps in our current understanding, resources 

and local skills. 

 

And indeed, the MMEA will be an invaluable resource in its own right, highlighting the 

complexities of our Manx marine environment, from existing infrastructure and marine 

industries, marine wildlife and under-water heritage, drawing on over 100 years of marine 

research from the former Port Erin Marine Laboratory and a wide range of other local 

resources.  

 

Following on from the public consultation process, I welcome this first complete version of 

the MMEA which is now available to interested parties, while recognising that this project 

will continue to collect comments and information which may be incorporated into future 

revisions.  

 

I hope that the Manx Marine Environmental Assessment will provide a lasting legacy, serving 

to educate and inform a broad audience, both on the Isle of Man and further afield, of our 

unique and valuable marine resource. 

 

Hon. Laurence Skelly MHK  

Minister for Infrastructure 


