
 

 
 

 Email: msp@gov.im 
Tel: (01624) 686301 
Fax: (01624) 686443 

Director of Planning & Building Control 
Michael Gallagher MRTPI 

 
   2nd October 2013 

 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
Re: Comments on the Walney Extension Application for a Development Consent 
Order 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Application for a Development Consent Order. 

The Isle of Man is supportive of the generation of renewable energy. However there are a 

number of issues regarding this application and we would appreciate if these could be taken 

into consideration. Please find below the response from the Department of Infrastructure, 

the Department of Economic Development and Department of Environment, Food and 

Agriculture who make up the Marine Spatial Planning Group of the Isle of Man Government. 

 

Shipping and Navigation 

  

Issues over impacts on lifeline shipping routes to and from the Isle of Man constitute one of 

our main concerns regarding this proposed development. In isolation, the Walney Extension 

Wind Farm will have minor impacts on current Manx shipping routes (including bad weather 

routes), however there are major concerns over safety and the economic implications 

regarding the cumulative effects if a second development should go ahead as part of the 

Celtic Array proposals. 

 

Safety of shipping and navigation systems is a key concern of the Isle of Man Government. 

Wind turbines can interfere with Marine Radars and can cause impact on the detection and 

tracking ability of other vessels in the vicinity, particularly in bad weather. The Maritime 

Coastguard Agency recommends that mariners are not to pass at a distance of less than 2 

miles from such structures and clearly marked limits of travel (Marine Guidance Notice 372). 

This can reduce the risk of impact of the turbines on marine radars and potential 

consequence of maritime casualty.  

 

During construction there will an increase in shipping movements due to the construction 

process and we would ask that the Isle of Man is kept informed of progress and that 

activities are managed to reduce impacts to the Isle of Man shipping movements. 

 



The cumulative impacts of both developments (Walney extension and Celtic Array) will have 

a high impact on the economy of the Isle of Man.  If both developments are to go ahead, 

alterations in shipping routes will be necessary for safe navigation (especially in bad 

weather) which in turn can be expected to lead to more cancellations and delays due to an 

increase in distance which will have to be covered to accommodate safety concerns. 

Economic implications to the Isle of Man will be detrimental if the proposed development and 

the Celtic Array should go ahead.  These impacts can also have a secondary impact upon the 

activity of the islands logistics industry, businesses, traders and commercial organisations on 

the Isle of Man due to the reduced travel as consequence of the cumulative impact of one or 

more developments. Extended journey times and distances may in some circumstances 

mean that it is not possible to viably operate the regular two sailings each way per day on 

the Douglas to Heysham and Douglas to Liverpool/Birkenhead routes using the existing 

vessels. 

 

Air travel 

 

Wind farms can impact upon air radar systems. The movement of turbine blades can give 

false readings and therefore potentially increase the risk of an accident. The Isle of Man 

already experiences issues with current wind farms concerning radar signals but at present it 

is manageable. As a small offshore island it is highly dependent upon these transport 

networks. The development of the proposed two windfarms between the Isle of Man and the 

United Kingdom could severely affect its air systems which in turn may threaten the viable 

operation of key business routes for air travel. 

 

It is essential that an acceptable solution to the Isle of Man safety and economic concerns is 

put forward by DONG energy so that these impacts can be minimised. 

 

Protected species and priority habitats 

 

While we acknowledge that some of these issues have been raised previously and responses 

made by the consultants it remains important to ensure that the proposed development (and 

cumulative effects of other proposals) does not adversely affect the following:  

 

Basking shark 

Basking sharks are an internationally important species, protected in Isle of Man as 

elsewhere. Little is known about their winter distributions when they are not seen on the 

surface. New distribution records continue to be collected, through an on-going satellite 

tagging programme, to help understand the risk of disturbance or displacement by wind 

turbines. This is co-ordinated by the Manx Basking shark watch project of Manx Wildlife 



Trust, to which Dong Energy are contributing, and we recommend that regular contact with 

this group should be maintained. 

 

Herring Spawning Grounds 

This is of critical importance to ensure that impacts on breeding herring during the 

construction phase are minimised. While we note your response to our previous query over 

the timing of the, we acknowledge that the major spawning event is late September to late 

October and there is also evidence for some local extended spawning activity (refs. ICES 

20121 and Dickey-Collas et al 20012). Given the importance of this event and the fishery in 

general we strongly recommend that you seek definitive advice from AFBI in relation to 

construction activity and Irish Sea herring spawning  

 

Birds 

The Calf of Man was once a breeding stronghold of the Manx Shearwater and one of our 

conservation objectives is to create conditions allowing a substantial increase in breeding 

numbers, towards which a rodent eradication programme has just been completed. Whilst 

numbers have recently been estimated at approximately 300 breeding pairs this is the 

closest colony to the proposed development and has the potential to hold a large population 

of birds if suitable foraging areas and fish are available. We are aware of their large foraging 

ranges but wish to put on record our interest in ensuring that the cumulative effects of 

offshore wind turbine developments do not restrict the achievement of this objective. It will 

be most important that monitoring takes place to determine what effects such developments 

actually have in order to evaluate future proposals on the basis of better scientific data and 

the results and data should be open to academic scrutiny. 

 

Designations 

While Ramsey Marine Nature Reserve on the north east coast of the Isle of Man is now 

included in the ES it is important to use up to date maps of all marine habitat and fisheries 

management areas eg Carrick Bay, and queenie conservation zones.  

 

Summary 

 

The Isle of Man is supportive of the generation of renewable energy. There are a number of 

cumulative impacts from this development which we ask to be taken into consideration.  

There must be measures put into place by DONG Energy which take into account the need 

to protect economic growth, transport networks, and the natural environment of the Isle of 

Man.  

 



The Isle of Man is an offshore island that ultimately depends upon its transport linkages. This 

development would have impacts which clearly need to be addressed. 

 

1. Safety implications of shipping due to interference with navigation systems  

2. Impacts upon extended journey times and diversion of shipping routes in bad 

weather 

3. Cumulative impacts of offshore wind farm developments regarding safety and 

economy 

4.  Impacts of the turbines on aircraft radar on aircraft safety and movements 

5. Impacts on the natural environment within the Isle of Man territorial waters, 

including basking sharks, herring spawning areas and marine protected areas. 

 

In considering the impacts on air and sea transport to and from the Isle of Man, we would 

ask the planning inspectorate to consider whether it would be beneficial to observe the 

actual operation of both modes of travel to and from the island. 

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me should you require further clarification. I can be 

contacted on 01624 686301 or at msp@gov.im. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Gill Weyman 

Marine Spatial Planning Project Officer                    
Planning & Building Control Division  
Department of Infrastructure  
Murray House  
Mount Havelock  
Douglas  
Isle of Man  
IM1 2SF  
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