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INTRODUCTION

1. GeographicalBackground

1.1 Kirk Michael is situated on the West Coast of the Isle of Man, six miles north of

Peel and at the southwest corner of the northern plain. This is the flattest,

softest and youngest part of the Island, the soil comprising an accumulation of

boulder clay, gravel and sand. Due to this geological makeup, extensive coastal

erosion has taken place and is still occurring on the coastline adjacent to the

village.

1.2 The village is the only sizeable settlement on the whole of the thirtt miles of

coast between Peel, round the Point of Ayre and south to Ramsey. Precise

population figures for the village cannot be stated, as since the 1991 census the

village of Kirk Michael and the parish have been amalgamated.

1.3 In the 1986 census, the last prior to this change occurring, the village had a

population of 574 and the parish 470, making a totai of 1,044. In 1991, the

whole parish had increased by 200 to 1,244 persons, and a further slight

increase was noted in 1996 when the total had increased to 1,261 persons. It is

reasonable to assume that the majority of the population growth is in the village

of Kirk Michael rather than in the outlying areas of the parish. This is due to

housing developments that have sprung up in recent years as opposed to

isolated new dwellings within the rural area.

1.4 A new census was taken in April 2001, and this showed an increase in population

due to further new housing developments that have been constructed since

1995.
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2. TheOriginsand Developmentof Kirk Michael

2.1 Kirk Michael is a predominantly linear settlement, extending in a north-south

direction along the main A3 road. The development of the settlement is difficult

to chart, due to the absence of mapping between the original Ordnance Survey

Map of 1869 and its first revision in 1967.

2.2 The 1869 Ordnance Survey Map (SEE Appendix 1) shows the limits of the village

to extend from the COurthouse at the southern end, to The Old Vicarage at the

northern end of the village. There is an almost total absence of development

other than along the main road, the main exceptions being White House Farm

and Balleira House.

2.3 It is thought that the original parish church of Kirk Michael would have been in

existence in the 12th century and was built on the ancient parish burial ground.

A portion of the chancel wall that is still standing in the burial ground of the

current church marks the site of an earlier church. It would appear that the

church has been the nucleus for the expansion of the village, and the older

properties certainly appear to be those in close proximity to the church.

2.4 In 1999, Oxford Brookes University prepared an Age of Buildings Survey for Kirk

Michael (see Appendix 2). It highlighted that only a relativeiy small number of

buildings existing within the village prior to 1910 remain today, and only a

handful of these were thought to have been constructed prior to 1800.

2.5 Probably the most significant change in the 19th century that occurred in the

village was the construction of the Manx Northern Railway in 1879. The railway

passed through Kirk Michael on its route from 5t John's to Ramsey.
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2.6 Unfortunately, maps do not exist prior to the Ordnance Survey revision of 1967

to show the effect the coming of the railway had upon the village. It is ironic

that by the time the revision of the Ordnance Survey map took place, the railway

was already within its last year of operation.

2.7 The 1967 Ordnance Survey map revision (see Appendix 3) shows a village

remarkably similar to that of 1869. The only development away from the linear

main road had taken place on the western side of the railway line, where part of

cannan Avenue had been constructed.

2.8 With the coming of the railway, Station Road was built to link the newly built

station which intersects with Shore Road, to the main road and dwellings

appeared on both sides of this new highway.

2.9 A far greater expansion in the village has taken place in the period between 1967

and today than in the previous 100 years. Since 1967, a number of new

developments have been constructed to either side of the main road and these

have significantly increased the population.

2.10 A new site of 51 dwellings was constructed in 2003 to the west of the main road

at the northern end of the village. Despite these changes, the basic linear

format that is shown on the Ordnance Survey map of 1869 still exists, and the

proposed conservation area is centred upon this historic core.

2.11 Beyond the built-up area of Kirk Michael, the majority of surrounding land is in

agricultural use.
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3. The Prevailing and FormerUsesWithin the Area

3.1 Today, as in the past, the prevailing use within the conservation area is

residential. There are a number of commercial enterprises ranging from a

handful of retail outlets, two car sales' garages, a petrol filling station, two places

of worship, the village school, the bank, a public house, an equestrian centre,

engineering works and a timber yard.

3.2 Over the last hundred years, it is apparent that there have always been a

number of retail shops within the village, although in some cases these have

changed location. Many of the dwellings within the village would have originally

been built to house farm workers, and this is particularly true of Whitehouse

Cottages at the northern end of the village.

3.3 A number of buildings now in residential use, have previously had a commercial

use, Examples of these are: Tower House on Station Road, which was originally

a lodging house followed by a school; Railway House and Railway Cottage on the

main road were originally the Railway Hotel. The village had a bakery

constructed from a former barn, but it is now in a semi-derelict state.

3.4 There are a total of three former vicarages within Kirk Michael: The Old Vicarage

and Kerroo Coar, both of which were used by st. Michael's Anglican Church; and

The Old Manse on Station Road which was used by the Methodist minister.

3,5 Bank House was a grocer's shop that became the Isle of Man Bank from 1930 to

1953, when the new bank premises were opened on the comer of Main Road

and Station Road.

Kelly's Yard was originally the commercial base for Kelly Brothers, Joiners and

Builders, it is still in commercial use as a wood yard and a number of small light

industrial units.
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3.6 The conservation area includes some land that is in agricultural use, this being

primarily at the northern end of the designated area. On the eastern side of the

A3, parkland of White House Farm and the field beyond to the north, are

included to protect the views out of the village in the direction of the Michael

hills. Similarly, agricultural land to the west of the disused railway is included to

protect views towards coast.
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4. Building Typesand StylesWithin the ConservationArea

4.1 There are no dominant architectural styles within the conservation area. As has

already been stated, Kirk Michael appears to have evolved very slowly in a linear

pattern until the coming of the railway in the late 19th century. Not withstanding

this, the majority of dwellings within the village have been constructed since the

mid 19605.

4.2 Within the conservation area, the historic core of the village features a collection

of traditional cottages with typical Manx characteristics. Many have a three-bay

frontage, with windows to either side of a central entrance door and three

windows above these apertures at first-floor level. Clipped eves are also a typical

feature, as are substantial chimneys to both gables walls.

4.3 Many of these older properties have been extensively altered over the years,

including in some cases upward extension to form a second storey above what

would have been originally either a single or one-and-a-half storey structure.

Others now have a slate roof where once they would have been thatched,

4.4 The age of properties can almost be gauged by their proximity to the highway.

In general terms, the older properties directly abut the pavement, whilst later

properties either have a forecourt or garden area between the dwelling and the

highway, This has occurred particularly in later years as plot dimensions have

increased,

4.5 The majority of properties within the conservation area are built over two

storeys, although there are a number of single-storey bungalows and a handful

of properties built over three storeys
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5. ASSESSMENT OF SPECIAL INTEREST

5.1 Registered Buildings

5.2 At the present time, there is only one registered building within the Kirk Michael

conservation area, this being The Old Courthouse. This is a rectangular,
castellated building standing to the north of the school. The present building

dates from 1835, and replaced an earlier courthouse, though not on the same

site. It was due to the influence of Bishop Wilson that a small village such as Kirk

Michael possessed a courthouse and it is thought that this earlier courthouse was

built between 1698 and the 8ishops death in 1755.

5.3 During the 19th century, courts were held once a quarter and these were then

reduced to one annually, ceasing in the 19505.

SA At the south side of the Courthouse is the cell, which was known locally as the

'8Iaekhole'. This was a lock-up and appears to have been rarely used except on

Fair nights.

6. Key Unregistered Buildings

6.1 Whilst there is only one registered building within the conservation area, there

are several buildings of merit that are considered to be of special interest, or

landmark buildings:

Mitre Hotel

6.2 This is reputed to be the Island's oldest inn, supposedly dating back to around

1790. It was originally a residence known as Ballachrink House before becoming

a coaching inn.
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6.3 It is now the only public house in the parish. It is finished externally in a

smooth-cement render under a pitched roof, which is clad in slate.

It appears to have changed very little externally over the last hundred years.

Adjacent to the hotel there is a low range of stables.

Michael Primary School

6.4 The current school was built in 1894 by the Michael School Board, and replaced

the former school which is now the church hall. The present building has been

extensively extended and a further extension has been completed since. It is

finished in smooth-cement render under a slate roof and has uPVCwindows.

Whilst the school is a landmark building, it is not considered suitable for

consideration as a candidate for registration.

The Ebenezer Methodist Hall

6.5 This property was built in 1915 on the site of the old coal yard. Its design is

somewhat unusual for the Isle of Man and has overtones of the Arts and Crafts

Movement. Externally it appears to have changed little since its construction. It

is finished In spa-dashed render under a rosemary clay tiled roof, and has

attractive boundary railings.

Methodist Chapel

6.6 This was originally the chapel of the Primitive Methodists. Built in 186B, using

shore stone and slate, this chapel was apparently built by volunteer labour. This

chapel replaced the former chapel, which is now Ballaconley Engineering Limited.

Isle of Man Bank

6.7 This is a true landmark property that surprisingly dates back to only 1953. It is

set back from the main road and originally the forecourt had a stone wall, but

this was removed to facilitate off~street parking.
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