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1) Undertake a high level environmental assessment to inform management decisions.  (MNH 
have advised that there is no fundamental heritage value in the roads themselves, beyond the 
historic fact that the roads exist.  However, both DEFA and MNH have advised that there is 
merit in a high level environmental assessment to ascertain whether there are species, fauna 
and flora of particular importance that might merit a more sensitive approach in some areas.  
The DOI will ask DEFA and MNH to provide technical and specialist support to the Department 
to allow any areas of significant environmental or heritage value to be identified and 
appropriately addressed.  This work will be planned so that it can be done within existing 
resources).  

2) Continue to promote and expand the active involvement of volunteer work groups (it is 
acknowledged that the scale of the work is beyond volunteer groups alone but their work is of 
material benefit, is supervised and importantly secures the buy-in and ownership of 
stakeholders, which in turn is likely to foster more responsibility and general knowledge about 
the appropriate use of the roads).   

3) Continue with a full programme of annual maintenance and repair prioritised to the roads that 
are in the worst condition. Use the GLOH report on the northern routes as a guide to 
undertaking work on the areas of road that are most in need of attention.  (This is already 
funded and the DOI have a statutory duty to maintain the road network.  It is apparent that 
the potential tourist income of £600k, even if this may be somewhat overstated is far more 
than the current maintenance budget, although the alternative of promoting walking and other 
pursuits is a consideration).  

4) Continue with a programme of targeted winter closures.  Expand this to ensure that vulnerable 
routes are protected and also in the light of seasonal variations in weather and the impact of 
storms etc. 

5) Close Glen Dhoo and Governor Loch Road cul de sacs to motorised traffic. (These are little 
used routes, they are vulnerable to damage and they do not provide any meaningful through 
route other than to areas of vulnerable land beyond the road network.  Farmers would be 
excluded from these restrictions where they need access to their land for agricultural reasons). 

6) Make the following routes one way on a trial basis - 
a. Sky Hill (Lezayre) (East Mountain Gate to Slieu Managh Plantation) 
b. Breeze Hill (Laxey) 
c. Old Douglas Rd (Maughold) 

(This would help reduce wheel spin on uphill sections and so contribute to a reduction in wear 
and tear.  This restriction would need to be signed). 

7) Reduce the number of tracks on the Greenway Order. (Since the order was introduced in 1994, 
a number of the tracks have had substantial works carried out to them so that they no longer 
warrant being covered by the order. The Greenway Order only affects 4x4 type vehicles, which 
are not a major source of damage). 

8) Roll out better signing of all routes and marker posts to help demarcate routes that cross open 
land. 

9) Use DEFA Wardens and Volunteer Wardens to ensure better use of the routes in terms of 
vehicle type, direction of travel and ensuring that vehicles stay on the correct route.  
(Volunteer Wardens should be authorised to supervise the stakeholder group that they 
represent to promote responsible use of the roads). 

10) Produce a map showing all routes and indicating the DOI’s recommended routes for 4x4 and 
motorbikes (This would encourage use of the most suitable, least vulnerable routes and DED 
have confirmed that their new Mountain Bike Map has been very well received by users). 

11) Continue with GLUG as the forum for users to discuss issues, agree maintenance priorities and 
organise Working Parties.  


