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Minister’s Introduction 
 

As Minister for the Department with responsibility for the Isle of Man territorial waters and 

lead partner in the Isle of Man Marine Plan project I am pleased to be able to present this 

‘Statement of Public Participation’- a roadmap and timetable for public engagement in the 

development of the ‘Isle of Man Marine Plan’. 

 

As a small island nation, the role of the sea around our Island has for centuries defined our 

industry, commerce and culture and as such has an inextricable link to the well-being of our 

nation. 

 

Future developments in our marine environment will also impact on many people and the 

multiple uses of our territorial waters must be managed sensitively to ensure that we 

maintain the unique maritime environment of the Isle of Man in which its people currently 

work, live and enjoy. 

 

Acknowledging the importance and integral part the sea plays in our daily lives, our 

timetable for progress of the Isle of Man Marine Plan revolves around the principle of 

stakeholder engagement and we will seek and value opinions from all sectors at every stage 

of the process. 

 

I hope that everyone with an interest will get involved in this exciting and rapidly evolving 

process and help to shape the future of one of our most important assets. 

 

Hon. David Cretney MHK 

Minister for Infrastructure 
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1. Introduction  
The future development of our marine area affects many people. In order to create places 

and spaces where people can work, live and enjoy, those with an interest can have their say 

in the marine planning process.  

 

What is this document?  

This Statement of Public Participation (SPP) will set out how and when people can become 

involved in the development of the Isle of Man Marine Plan. It briefly describes the main 

stages and activities in producing a marine plan.  

 

It is important that, as well as drawing on best practice and experience, we take account of 

stakeholders’ views on how they want to be involved to ensure their participation at 

appropriate stages in the creation of the Marine Plan. The aim of this document is to 

describe how we will do this, when we will do this and what we will do with the outcomes of 

your views and opinions.  

 

Set out below are our core principles we are committed to following throughout the 

engagement process in developing the Marine Plan. 

 

Our principles of engagement  

We will:  

 involve people early on in the decision-making process and in developing locally 

specific policy within the framework provided by the Government Code of Practice on 

Consultation; 

 
 engage with interested people and organisations at the appropriate time using 

effective engagement methods and allowing sufficient time for meaningful 

consultation; 

 
 be adaptable throughout the process, recognising that some consultation methods 

work better for some people and some issues and that a ‘one size fits all’ approach 

will not work;  

 
 respect the diversity of people and their lifestyles and give people a fair chance to 

have their voice heard regardless of gender, age, race, abilities, sexual orientation, 

circumstances or wherever they live;  

 
 be clear in the purpose of any engagement, how you may contribute to it and let 

people know how their views have been taken into account within agreed timescales;  

 
 make documents publicly available on our website and be consistent in our approach,  

and, 

 

 communicate clearly with people using plain English and avoiding jargon.  



Isle of Man Marine Plan 
– Statement of Public Participation 

 

 

  

Page 5 
 

This is a cross Government Department project funded by the Department of Infrastructure, 
Department of Economic Development and Department of Environment, Food and Agriculture 

                                    

 

Who is this document for?  

This document is for those who have an interest in Manx territorial waters or those who will 

be affected by decisions taken on the basis of the Marine Plan. Stakeholders could represent 

a wide range of interests, including those who live or conduct business in and around the 

area, enjoy it, care about it or help to manage it, from individuals to groups and 

organisations.  

 

People have the opportunity to be involved in shaping their marine area. If you are part of a 

local group, business or an individual with an interest in Manx territorial waters, you may 

have information and ideas that can help shape its future. By taking part in the marine 

planning process you can contribute to the decisions being made about the Marine Plan.  

 

Getting involved  

If you would like to get involved in marine planning or would like to be added to our contacts 

database, please get in touch with the Marine Spatial Planning Project Officer via:  

 

Email: msp@gov.im  web: http://www.gov.im/transport/planning/marinespatialplanning.xml 

 

Tel: 01624 686301  

 
Isle of Man Marine Plan 
Planning and Building Control Division 
Department of Infrastructure 
Murray House 
Mount Havelock 
Douglas  
Isle of Man 
IM1 2SF 

2. Background to Marine Spatial Planning  
 

Why Marine Spatial Planning?  

As the seas around the Isle of Man become increasingly crowded, with competing demands 

on space for marine activities and protection measures, there is a recognised need to adopt 

an integrated and strategic approach to manage the use of our seas in the most sustainable 

way. Marine Spatial Planning has been established to do this, complementing existing 

measures such as licensing and day-to-day management. It focuses on a specific area, 

considers economic, environmental and social issues, encompasses all sectors, and is 

forward-looking with a clearly set out vision, objectives and policies. In doing so, our seas 

will finally have a system comparable to the well established and tested planning system on 

land.  

 

 

mailto:msp@gov.im
http://www.gov.im/transport/planning/marinespatialplanning.xml
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The marine planning system in the Isle of Man 

There is currently no specific marine planning process in the Isle of Man. At present, 

developments in the territorial waters are assessed by the Territorial Seas Committee. 

 

The Isle of Man Marine Plan project is working towards developing an ‘Isle of Man Marine 

Plan’ using the principles of Marine Spatial Planning.  

 

Two key pieces of work that will contribute to the Marine Plan are currently being 

undertaken; 

 

 The development of a marine consenting process, which will be designed to be 

stringent and uncomplicated.  

 

 A Manx Marine Environmental Assessment (similar to a Strategic Environmental 

Assessment) is being compiled from existing marine data sets.  

 

It is anticipated that both of these components of the Marine Plan will be published for public 

consultation in the near future (See Section 4 for further details). 

 

Benefits of the Marine Spatial Planning system  

Marine Spatial Planning will contribute to the effective management of marine activities and 

more sustainable use of our marine resources. It will enable the Government to set a clear 

direction for managing our seas, to clarify objectives and priorities, and to direct decision 

makers, users and stakeholders towards more strategic and efficient use of marine 

resources. It will inform decisions about the current and future development of the marine 

area, aiming to integrate social, economic and environmental needs.  

 

Marine planning will create the framework for decision making that is consistent, evidence-

based and secures a sustainable future for the marine area. Through extensive public 

involvement, it will offer everyone with an interest in our seas and coasts the opportunity to 

have a say in how their marine area is managed.  

 

Marine users, including regulators, applicants and interested persons, should find that the 

system will reduce the regulatory burden on them by giving them more certainty regarding 

where activities could best take place by identifying known constraints and thereby speed up 

the consenting process. Marine users should also feel more confident that decisions made on 

applications for projects will be robust in the face of challenge, provided they are made in 

accordance with marine plans. This is because plans will be based on the best available 

technical and scientific evidence, including early and consistent engagement with 

stakeholders. 
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Where and when?  

The Isle of Man Marine Plan area covers the whole of Manx territorial waters as defined by 

the Territorial Sea Act 1987 to include waters out to 12 nautical miles (except where the 

distance between the Isle of Man and adjacent territories is less than 24 nautical miles, 

where the limit will be the median line. 

 

3. Reporting area of the Isle of Man Marine Plan 
 

The reporting area will consist of the wider areas of analysis required for the plan, which 

includes a broader area outside of the Isle of Man territorial waters. The reporting area will 

not have a defined geographical boundary and will depend on the issues being reported and 

to include those stakeholders which may be affected by the marine plans outside the 

boundary of Manx territorial waters, depending on the issue being considered. As a matter of 

course we will engage and consult with statutory organisations in other countries bordering 

Isle of Man waters where necessary and appropriate to do so. We welcome stakeholder 

input to establish any issues which may widen the reporting area as appropriate.  

 

Map 1: Isle of Man territorial seas showing 3 mile line and 12 mile territorial limit 
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4. Stages and timeline for Marine Plan production  
 

When will we engage?  

It is anticipated that the formulation of the Isle of Man Marine Plan will begin in late summer 

2012. Throughout the anticipated two-year process, we will carry out ongoing engagement 

as the Plan develops and will work closely with our key stakeholders and other people who 

are interested in the marine area. There are certain stages in plan making in which we are 

legally required to engage in a more structured and formal way, for example formal 

consultation on the consenting process and the draft plan, but it will be important for us to 

hear stakeholder’s views and opinions on how they feel the plan is progressing throughout 

the process.  

 

The timeline below (Figure 1) sets out our proposed stages of plan making, highlighting a 

number of key opportunities for stakeholder input into the planning process.  

Please note that this timeline represents a rough guide only and as plan making is 

an iterative process these stages may be subject to amendment.   

 

Figure 1: Stages and indicative timeframe for marine plan making  

Marine Plan 

components 

Description Stages Approximate time 

frame (start-finish) 

Manx Marine 
Environmental 

Assessment 
(MMEA) 

Similar to a Strategic 
Environmental Assessment 

(SEA) for Manx Territorial 
waters 

- Data gathering and 
MMEA compilation 

 
- Public consultation 

 

 
- Publication of MMEA 

Summer 2011-Summer 
2012 

 
Autumn 2012 

 

 
Winter 2012 

Consenting process Development of the 

process and legal 
framework in which marine 

developments will be 
assessed 

- Identifying possible 

options for legislation 
 

- Public consultation on 
preferred option 

 
- Publication of 

consultation results 

 
- Development of 

legislation/regulations 

 

Spring 2012 
 

Autumn 2012 
 

 
Late 2012 

 

 
Late  2012/Early 2013 

Marine Plan A document outlining 
Government policies for 

Manx territorial waters that 
takes account of economic, 

environmental and social 
issues. 

- Pre-consultation 
 

- Creation of draft plan 
 

- Consultation on draft 
plan 

 

- Results of consultation 
 

- Publication of Marine 
Plan 

Winter 2012 
 

Spring-Summer 2013 
 

Autumn-Winter 2013 
 

 

Winter 2013 
 

Spring 2014 
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5. Who will we engage with?  
 

Engaging with stakeholders and interested parties  

As previously stated, the Isle of Man marine plan is for anyone who has an interest in Manx 

territorial waters. However, there are certain sectors that are immediately recognisable as 

playing a key part in marine planning, such as:  

 

 Members of Tynwald 

 Government Departments  

 local communities  

 local authorities  

 ports and shipping 

 fisheries  

 marine conservation organisations 

 energy production and infrastructure development  

 recreational users 

 adjacent jurisdictions 

 

 This is not intended to be an exclusive list and will be expanded upon throughout the 

marine planning process. We are committed to communicating and engaging with as many 

groups and individuals as possible.  

 

Engaging with stakeholder groups  

There are certain groups and organisations which represent the interest of these sectors and 

they will be key contributors when engaging in marine plan making. It is expected that these 

groups will play a major role in marine planning, adding value to the work of the Marine Plan 

project by contributing to the overall stakeholder engagement process.  

 

 Members of Tynwald, Government Departments and local authorities 

Government Departments, local authorities and other land-based regulators will have an 

important role to play in marine planning. We need to engage with these authorities 

throughout plan making and to ensure that we integrate our Marine Plan with relevant local 

area plans etc. We will maintain an ongoing and open dialogue with the relevant authorities, 

consulting with them at each stage of plan making where appropriate. Local authorities can 

also act as a channel for communicating with local communities, representing their interests 

and offering another opportunity for engagement, such as newsletters and community 

events. Members of Tynwald will also play an important part in the marine planning process, 

representing the interests of their local communities and the Government Departments for 

which they have responsibility. 

 

 Bordering nations  

We will consult and engage with representatives from the UK Government, devolved 

administrations and their agencies such as Marine Management Organisation, Crown Estate, 
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Marine Scotland, plus the Government of the Republic of Ireland throughout plan making to 

ensure that we take into account their policies and emerging marine plans ensuring a co-

ordinated approach to Marine Spatial Planning in the Irish Sea. 

 

 Non-Governmental Organisations  

The third sector including NGOs will play an important role in marine planning. Local NGO’s 

such as the Manx Wildlife Trust, Manx Birdlife, Seasearch, RSPB, Friends of the Earth and 

others have a great deal of experience in land use and coastal planning and of marine 

ecosystems. These organisations can represent a wide range of interests of groups and 

individuals and are therefore key to engagement throughout the process.  

 

• Industry representative groups  

There are many industry groups which represent the sectors making use of marine resources 

such as fisheries, aggregates and renewable energy. These representative groups will have 

an important input into marine planning. It is essential to engage with these groups and the 

individuals they represent to obtain their views throughout the process making best use of 

their knowledge and experience.  

 

• General public, local communities and local interest groups  

As part of the planning process, we will need to ensure the interests of local people, their 

communities and local interest groups are taken into account.  

 

• Statutory partners and other Government bodies  

Government partners and bodies will also be heavily involved in the marine planning process 

and will include e.g. Manx National Heritage, Manx Electricity Authority, Water and Sewerage 

Authority etc. 

 

As we progress through plan making, we will identify more and more stakeholders and 

interested individuals and so we will take their interests into account during the planning 

process.  

 

A list of stakeholder that we are currently consulting with can be found in Appendix 1, 

although this list is not exhaustive. If you or your organisation would like to be added to this 

list, please contact us (see Getting involved).  

 

6. When and how will we be carrying out stakeholder 

engagement? 
 

We appreciate the need to carry out different types of stakeholder engagement for effective 

communication with the diverse range of organisations and individuals involved and there is 

not a prescriptive ‘one size fits all’ approach. As the marine planning process evolves our 
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methods of engagement and communication with stakeholders and interested parties will 

take these developments into account. Engagement in this context is concerned with both 

informing stakeholders of progress of, and ensuring stakeholder input into marine planning. 

Via our website and press releases, we will confirm the exact timings of each stage of the 

plan-making process and opportunities and timeframes for consultations or opportunities for 

representation so that stakeholders are clear on future stages of marine plan production and 

when they will occur. We will keep you up to date on general marine planning progress via 

emails, web updates, and press and media coverage where possible. 

 

Our engagement process may include (but may not be limited to):  

 

 working groups to help shape the marine plans;  

 workshops;  

 website;  

 one-to-one meetings;  

 exhibitions and drop-in sessions;  

 attendance at stakeholder meetings;  

 questionnaires;  

 web updates;  

 newsletters and 

 dissemination of information via stakeholder groups. 

 

Making a representation on the marine plan  

At each stage of plan making we will make the necessary documents available on our 

website and invite stakeholders to comment on them. When we are consulting or seeking 

representations at certain stages of the marine plans, we will clearly set out how long you 

have to make your views known and how best to do so. Comments at each of these stages 

must be made in writing via email or letter, or in the manner specified within the 

consultation document.  

 

Electronic communication will be preferred, however we are keen to include as many people 

as possible and for those who do not have access to computers or web material, we can 

provide paper versions of any consultation documents on request.  

 

7. What will we do with your views and comments  
Whenever we carry out stakeholder engagement, we will feed back the outcomes of the 

process. This may take the form of a draft publication of the next stage of the Marine Plan, 

updates on the Government consultation and marine planning website and through press 

releases. We will also produce a summary of consultation responses where appropriate.  

 

http://www.gov.im/transport/planning/marinespatialplanning.xml
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As part of the marine planning consultation process, we are required to take into account 

the views and feedback from all stakeholders. Stakeholder engagement is paramount to the 

success of the Marine Plan and whilst we will take on board all comments, views and 

representations made on the draft plan, the outcome might not result in an alteration to the 

plan itself. The marine planning system must integrate future needs and different views and 

there are many different factors that contribute to the decision-making process, such as 

legal constraints, and the need to operate within government policies.  

 

Due to the need to balance many different factors there will be aspects of the marine plans 

that are unlikely to satisfy everyone and some compromise will be required.  However we 

will take all feedback into consideration in plan making, with a duty to maintain transparency 

throughout the marine planning process. In addition, we will ensure we are clear with 

stakeholders as to how decisions will be made in the marine plans.  

 

Review and revision to the SPP  

Marine planning is a new and evolving discipline and therefore not a static process. As we 

move through the process, it is possible that changes may be made to the SPP to reflect the 

views of stakeholders and their full participation to ensure the overall aims of marine 

planning are met. Any significant revisions to the SPP would need to be approved by the 

Minister for Infrastructure and will be publicised to stakeholders if a revised SPP is 

published.  

 

Contact us 

If you would like to get involved in marine planning or would like to be added to our 

contacts database, please get in touch with the Marine Spatial Planning Project Officer via:  

 

Email: msp@gov.im web: http://www.gov.im/transport/planning/marinespatialplanning.xml 

 

Tel: 01624 686301  

 
Isle of Man Marine Plan 
Planning and Building Control Division 
Department of Infrastructure 
Murray House 
Mount Havelock 
Douglas  
Isle of Man 
 

 
 

mailto:msp@gov.im
http://www.gov.im/transport/planning/marinespatialplanning.xml
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Appendix 1: List of current stakeholder organisations and 

groups (September 2012)  
 
Isle of Man Government 

 All Tynwald Members 
 Chief Officers of Government Departments, 

Boards and Offices  

 Local Authorities 
 Planning Committee Members 
 Attorney Generals Chambers 
 
Manx Companies 
 Isle of Man Steam Packet Company Ltd 
 Laxey Towing Company Ltd 

 Manx Gas 
 Manx Telecom 
 Mezeron Ltd Freight Services 
 The Ramsey Steamship Company Ltd 
 
Manx charities and organisations 
 Construction Forum 
 IMAREST Isle of Man Branch 
 Isle of Man Angling Federation 
 Isle of Man Chamber of Commerce 

 Isle of Man Employers’ Federation  
 Isle of Man Friends of the Earth 
 Isle of Man Law Society 
 Isle of Man Natural History and Antiquarian 

Society 

 Isle of Man Trade Union Council 
 Manx Angling Forum 
 Manx Basking Shark Watch 
 Manx Birdlife/RSPB 
 Manx Conservation Forum 
 Manx Crab and Lobster Association 
 Manx Fish Producers Organisation 
 Manx Ornithological Society 
 Manx Whale and Dolphin Watch 
 Manx Wildlife Trust 
 Manx Yacht Association 

 Scallop Processors’ Association 
 Seasearch Isle of Man 
 Society for the Preservation of the Manx 

Countryside 
 Travelwatch Isle of Man 
 

 
 
 

 
Other organisations 

 The Royal Town Planning Institute 
(RTPI) 

 The Royal Institute of Chartered 
Surveyors (RICS) 

 Fishermen’s Associations around the 
Irish Sea  

 British Wind Energy 
Association/Renewable UK 

 Chamber of Shipping 
 Marine Conservation Society 
 Irish Sea Maritime Forum 
 North West Coastal Forum 

 
UK and Ireland Statutory bodies 

 The Crown Estate 
 Statutory Marine Management 

Organisations- Ireland and UK 
 Statutory Nature Conservation 

Organisations –Ireland and UK  

 Statutory fisheries management 
agencies 


