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About the workshop and this report 
 

Á Purpose of the workshop  

The sea around the Isle of Man is beautiful and rich in marine life.  It is also a place 
used for fishing, recreation and shipping activities. There are also possibilities for future 
uses e.g. renewable energy developments and aggregate extraction. All these human 
uses are important and help to support the Manx way of life.   However, the more the 
sea is used, the more pressure there is on it, and marine wildlife and natural places may 
lose out.  
 
There is now political support to do something about this and a commitment to set aside 
an area of the sea for nature, in the form of a Marine Nature Reserve.    
 
This workshop was the start of working out how best to do this in a way that ensures 
both people and wildlife continue to thrive.  Key interest groups, organisations and 
individuals were invited to find out more and influence the project from its early stages. 

Á About this report. 

The discussion was recorded on flip charts and on ópost-itô notes.   Following the workshop 
these have been typed word for word, and then sorted so that similar ideas and points within 
each conversation are grouped together.  This report follows the same order as the event. 

Á Why sort the outputs? 

Conversations do not progress in a linear fashion but go off at tangents, circle back and change 
direction suddenly.  As a result, it can be very difficult to make sense of a dialogue when it is 
reported in the sequence in which it happens and important themes and ideas can be obscured.   
 
It is for this reason that the outputs of this workshop are sorted and grouped. 
 
The sorting is done by seeing what themes emerge rather than to a predetermined set of titles.  
The ideas could have been grouped differently or different titles chosen, so no weight should be 
attached to them.  
  
Whilst this report serves as a record of what was discussed, and an aide memoire for those who 
took part in the workshop, the contents are inevitably quite cryptic in places so it is strongly 
recommended that it is not used as a means of communicating with nonïparticipants without 
proper explanation. 
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Á Terms and acronyms used in the workshop and report 

 
A list of acronyms and terms used in the workshop have been combined with those listed in the 
activity óSpeaking the same languageô and can be found below.  
NB: Two questions were raised during this session and have been added to section 2.3 on what 
information people need.  
 

Acronym  Meaning  

ASAP As soon as possible 

ASSI Area of Special Scientific Interest 

BAP Biodiversity Action Plan ï in UK 

CBA Cost Benefit Analysis 

CFMP Catchment Flood Management Plan 

CITES Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Flora and fauna. 

CMACS Centre for Marine and Coastal Studies 

COAST Community of Arran Seabed Trust 

DAFF Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry. 

DEFRA Department of Food and Rural Affairs, UK Government 

DLGE Department of Local Government and the Environment 

DOE Department of Education 

DOT Department of Transport 

DTI Department of Trade and Industry 

DTL Department of Tourism and Leisure 

EPWG Energy Policy Working Group ï Pan departmental advice and assistance to 
deliver energy savings and climate change mitigation. 

EU European Union 

FE Further Education 

FOE Friends of the Earth 

FMA Fisheries Management Agreement 

GDP Gross Domestic Product 

GIS Geographic Information System 

IOM Isle of Man 

IRIS Integration and Recycling of the Islandôs Sewage 

JNCC Joint Nature Conservation Committee, UK  

LCA Landscape Character Assessment 

MARPOL Marine Pollution 

MCS Marine Conservation Society, UK 

MEA Manx Electricity Authority 

MFPO Manx Fish Producers Organisation 

MNH Manx National Heritage 

MNR Marine Nature Reserve 

MOS Manx Ornithological Society 

MSC Marine Stewardship Council 

MWT Manx Wildlife Trust 

NE Natural England, UK 

NGO Non-Governmental Organisation 

NNR National Nature Reserve 

NZ New Zealand 

OSPAR Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North East Atlantic 

RAF Royal Air Force 

Ramsar The convention on Wetlands of international importance. 

RIO (CBD) Convention on Biological Diversity 

RNLI Royal National Lifeboat Institution 

RSPB Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 

SCUBA Self-Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus 

TAC Total Allowable Catch 

TBT Tributyltin  - used in antifouling paints 

TSC Territorial Sea Committee 
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Term Meaning  

Amber / red list birds Degree of threats to population of certain species. 

Biomass Quantity/weight of living material in a unit of area  

Habitat  A place where an animal or plant lives often characterised by physical features 
e.g. rocky reef or sandbank.  

Gear A term for fishing equipment e.g. trawls, pots or lines 

Maerl Coralline algae forming diverse seabed habitat 

MNR Network A number of Marine Nature Reserves which function together to provide more 
benefit to marine life  

Static Gear fishing equipment that doesnôt move e.g. lobster pots 

Sustainability Multiple meanings ï e.g. Meeting the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs  

SWOT analysis Analysis of Strengths, Opportunities, Weaknesses and Threats 

 
Comments made in relation to this activity were: 
 

- Particular danger is words which have a clear meaning in common usage but a different and 
specific meaning, particularly to biologists. 

- Scientific Credibility - The original presentation said it would be scientifically based and 
therefore any MNR or network needs the credibility of science to back it. 
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1 Starting activities  

1.1 Imagine it is 2020 and you are standing on the shores of the Isle of Man, 
really pleased with what you see.  What do you see?  

 
Joint care, integrated management and mutual benefit. 

- Harmony and understanding. Respect for our waters and all who use it. 

- Joint care and management of the Manx seas. 

- Integrated management of marine resources. 

- Conservation and fishing interests co-operating to their mutual benefit. 
 
People enjoying themselves. 

- Designated zone with minimal impact for water sport users. 

- Coastal footpath which really follows the coast. 

- Marine and coastal wildlife being enjoyed by people; families and visitors from boats from the coast 
and underwater. 

- Leisure users, kayaking, sailing, coasteering, walking, bird and whale watching. 

- Sail boats. 

- Recognition of the sustainability and social and economics/ tourism. Value of controlled recreation, 
angling. 

- All sorts of people enjoying what the sea and shore can offer. 

- People - recreation responsibly, integrated countryside and coast policies. 

- Marine wildlife. 

- Marine code. 
 
 Abundant fish 

- Fish and sea life stocks to a level reminiscent of pre 1900 period. 

- Vast shoals of fish 

- Floods of young flatfish swimming over the shore on a flowing tide. 

- Fish being in large quantities and not under the risk of overfishing. Being able to grow to the sizes 
they used to 50 years ago and not under the risk from other major human impacts. 

 
New habitats 

- Man made reefs? Tyres/car bodies minus oil and engines. Simple scaffolding set down on sea bed 
etc. Nursery areas (substantial). 

 
Management of our activities 

- Vulnerable fish and animals listed as endangered. 

- A twelve mile limit controlled by the IOM Government. 

- Stricter catch limits/ sizes. 

- A 1000m exclusion zone for scallop dredging around the island to allow regeneration of all marine 
species. 

- Well regulated eco-tourism. 

- Evidence of good and active management resulting in lots of: seabirds, cetaceans, seals, basking 
sharks and fish.   

- No trawlers scarifying the sea bed creating deserts. 

- No go areas, dredging, trawling, gill netting, strict rod caught limits. 

- Rejuvenation of the fishing industry by means of rotation of temporary restriction zones. 

- Manx 12 mile territorial waters for IOM. Fishing only 50% and 50% no-fishing conservation areas. 

- 1 Mile no-fishing zone around half the Isle of Man. 

- Proper disposal of oil products on small vessels. 
 
Economic Info 

- Recreational angling Wales 2003-2004 was 28.7million. England Wales nature, (35 million 
commercial). 1 million sea anglers £140 million. Irish tourism 17 million. (NB: reference to follow up 
with contributor). 

 
 



 
 

 
 

10 

 
 
Renewable energy for IOM 

- Tidal/ wave barrage creating energy for all IOM (and UK, Irish grid). 

- Wind and tidal renewable energy infrastructure. 

- Wind farm under construction to support the islands electricity demand. 

- The sea used for energy generation. 

- Working and viable renewable energy scheme e.g. wind turbines, tidal reef or barrage. 

- A renewable energy source harnessing the sea without adverse effects to the environment or the 
sea. 

- Unseen tidal energy scheme supplying 20,000 homes. 

- A large wind farm out to sea and a tidal power station just along the shore (barely evident). And 
inland, solar panels visible on every roof with a sprinkling of wind turbines on the most exposed 
buildings. 

- Renewable energy, well offshore (just visible). 

- Tidal Energy 
 

Sustainable fishing and a sustainable fishing fleet. 

- Sustainable fishing, Manx fleet. 

- Sustainable fisheries with spatial planning. 

- Healthy sustainable fisheries 

- A sustainable fishery 

- A healthy, sustainable fishing industry that works to protect the local marine environment. A 
sustainable fishing industry abiding by reasonable regulations. 

- Respect for fish stocks and their welfare. 

- A sustainable fishing industry. 

- Sustainable fishing fleet. 

- Sustainable fishing fleet coming home. 

- A fishing industry that feeds our island. 

- People fishing. 
 
IOM fishermen 

- Manx fishing fleet 

- Water 
 
Thriving marine life. Thriving communities and livelihoods. 

- A clean, healthy, biologically diverse sea. Together with a socially diverse maritime community. 
Including a thriving Manx commercial fishing fleet. 

- People working and playing in sustainable ways. 

- Windmills on the horizon, fishing boats with sails (catching fish). 

- A debris free shoreline. 

- Same as this morning. 

- A wide variety of people using the marine resource for recreation and employment, in a sustainable 
way. 

- Everyone enjoying a healthy marine environment with commercial and recreational fishermen, 
divers, eco tourists, boat users. 

- Oil and waste disposal facilities at harbours. 

- Healthy sea bed 

- Healthy fish stocks. 

- I would like to see areas where nature could thrive at sea and on the shoreline without damage by 
pollution. 

- Water. Birds fishing. A small fishing boat. A basking shark fin. 

- Activity; bird, marine, leisure, commercial. 

- A coastline free from major development. Clean healthy beaches. A sustainable, healthy Manx 
fishery. Marine nature enjoyed and understood. Recreational use of the coastline e.g. climbing, 
kayaking and like encouraged and enjoyed in a responsible way. 

- Rock pools full of life. Cliffs and dunes covered in wild flowers and full of insects, birds and other 
animals. Sea brimming with a diverse range of life. People young and old relaxing and enjoying it all, 
safe in the knowledge that it is not under threat and that the uncontaminated clean water and beach 
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and the air they breathe are not a threat to them. 

- A sea with a future that I am proud of. 
 
Learning and understanding 

- A marine interpretation centre that provides a focus for the islands marine interest groups and 
educates the islands population and visitors about our marine heritage and wildlife. 

- Flourishing marine environment which is stable and therefore means young people to be able to 
learn about and study the marine life, so that more people are aware of what damages the marine 
life and its habitats. Knowledge on how to conserve the marine environment. 

 
Lots of Wildlife 

- Sun, blue sky, coral reefs with waves breaking gently over them. (Sorry I was thinking 2120.) 

- Basking sharks, more seasonal protection against harassment. 

- Lots of puffins showing loads of sand eels. 

- Birds, basking sharks, seals etc. etc. 

- Abundant and diverse marine communities. 

- Lots of seabirds. 

- IOM FOE: As an environmental group weôd see abundant marine life (above and below the sea) 
which is both healthy and protected in such a way to make it sustainable for future generations. 

 
Clean seas and clean beaches. No litter or rubbish. 

- Clean water and clean beaches. 

- Clean seas and beaches 

- IOM FOE. We would see a clean sea and shoreline with no environmental pollution like plastics. 

- No sewage outfalls. 

- Clean beach. 

- Unpolluted sea and coast. 

- Temperate climate. No further rise in sea levels/ temperature. No water pollution. 

- I would like to see clean beaches with no debris and human waste deposited on the beaches. 

- A coastline free from litter and rubbish from both land and marine sources (IOM College Students). 

- Shore line free of litter (and looking valued). 

- No litter, no dogs mess, no piles of rotting seaweed, no sewage slick visible out to sea. 
 
Marine Reserves 

- A series of marine reserves set up for clearly defined reasons. 

- Calf Sound a marine reserve. As the richest marine site in the Irish Sea. 

- An island with an MNR that is both used by all and provides a ring of protection to the island. 
 
Children Playing 

- Children and adults on the beach 

- Kids building sand castles 

- Standing on the shore with my 14year old son. Flatfish scurrying for cover under his feet. 
 
Too much regulation 

- In 2020 we will have more regulations and fewer freedoms. 

- There is a need to use existing legislation to protect wildlife and not to produce more. 

- The óinitiativeô does not require a positive approach. It is misguided. There is adequate protection. 

- We have quotas, seasons to fish, minimum sizes etc and no go areas which are more than enough. 
 
Independence 

- Independence 

- I value what is left of island culture and heritage. I value my local coast most. As do most. 
 
 
Who knows 

- In 2020, who knows? A very silly question to ask. Who could predict situation today 12 years ago. 
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1.2 Levels of support  

 
At this stage, to what extent do you support the idea of a first Marine Nature Reserve in the next 
three years and a network of Marine Nature Reserves over the long-term? 
 

I oppose the idea I have 
reservations 

I can live with the 
idea 

I support the idea I strongly support 
the idea 

PP PP PPP PPPPP 
PPPPP 
PPP 

PPPPP  
PPPPP 
PPPPP 
PPPPP 
PPPPP 
PPPPP 
PP 

3 3 3 13 32 
NB: not everyone who attended responded to this question.  
The weather was good for fishing, so only a few fishermen were able to attend the workshop. 

 

1.3 Questions and answers  

This session followed the welcome by Hon Phil Gawne, presentation by Dr Fiona Gell and the 
briefing on workshop facilitation by Diana Pound of Dialogue Matters. 
 
Q ï Can MNRs benefit food production from the sea? 
A ï Yes, there is evidence in some countries. The aim of this MNR is to benefit conservation but they may 
also benefit fisheries. 
 
Q ï What about diving and recreational use? 
A ï This is an important use of the sea and will be fully considered including opportunities to promote and 
develop these activities. 
 
Q ï Why have an MNR? 
A ï Decision was made because we have species and habitats that are recognised as needing protection. 
We also have international commitments and obligations. 
 
Q ï How will the management measures be put in place? 
A ï Byelaws under the IOM Wildlife Act. 
 
Q ï Clarifying the crossover between fisheries and conservation. Bangorôs work is funded by 
fisheries but should it come from the conservation budget instead? 
A ï Itôs all within DAFF and the Bangor research is just one source of information. 
 
Q ï Why did the first attempt fail and how will it be different this time? 
A ï This time the government is involving stakeholders right from the start to avoid ódictatingô the outcome 
as happened before. 
 
Q ï Is it feasible to introduce measures out to 12miles when we donôt have full control e.g. 
relations with other Irish Sea Nations? 
A ï This is currently under discussion. The government would like full control in the Isle of Man territorial 
sea. 
 
Q ï What about aggregate mining in territorial seas? 
A ï Exploratory licences have been issued, but no decision has been taken. A committee of DTI, DAFF 
and DLGE has been meeting on this issue. 
 
Q ï OSPAR isnôt a legal commitment, so is there any comeback if we donôt implement it? 
A ï The government is committed to fulfilling OSPAR commitments, while minimising impacts on other 
interests. 
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2 Building a foundation of shared information  

2.1 Scoping the Current Situation in the Coast and Seas of the Isle of Man 

 
2.1.1 What do you value most now as it is?  
 
Accessibility/ freedom/ opportunities for people 

- Accessibility 

- Freedom 

- Opportunity to play 

- Opportunity to use boats and kayaks. 
Privacy, peace and beauty 

- Privacy, quiet places 

- Beauty 
Diversity of landscape 

- Diversity of landscape including dunes, cliffs etc. 

- Variety of stunning coastal scenery e.g. Marine Drive is more spectacular than Californian Coastal 
Highway. 

Diversity of species and habitats 

- Diversity of species. 

- Diversity of habitats (shore type etc.) 

- Surprises wash up on the beach. 

- Abundance of underwater marine life (SCUBA comment). 

- Seabird Communities 

- Basking sharks. 

- Basking sharks clearly visible from shore, mid-May to mid-August including courtship behaviour. 

- Horse mussel reefs. 
Survival of ecosystems 

- Still some ecosystems surviving. 

- Prevention of overfishing. 
Climate 

- Variety of the climate. 
Cutting edge of learning 

- Still so much to be learnt - cutting edge. 
Power to change 

- Power to change. 
A false picture of a clean, unpolluted sea? 

- A false picture of clean, unpolluted waters. The sea hides all problems. 
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2.1.2 Where do you value most and why ? -  Maps and comments 
 
Please note these maps have been reproduced as they were done on the day. We have added 
in numbers to make it easier to identify the places referred to. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
MAP A 
 

1.  Interaction with the sea, few people, tranquil. 

1. Excellent areas of beach and scenic views. 

2.  Very important for birds, seals, basking sharks, dolphins ï water banks, cliffs, reefs. 

2. Because I use it frequently and the existing regulations are sufficient to protect it. 

3.  Diversity of wildlife based on diversity of habitats. All around the coast of the island. 

3. An area of shallow water which would have little effect on fishing 

4.  Wonderful seascapes, scenery and wildlife. 

5.  We already have it [Port Erin Closed Area]. 

6.  Maughold Head and Port Mooar ï seabirds, dolphins, whales and porpoises, coastal 
landscape, public access, canoeing. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ŷ 6. 

Ŷ 3. 

1.Ÿ  

4.Ÿ  

2.Ÿ  
5.Ÿ  

3.Ÿ  
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Where do you value most and why?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MAP B 
 
 

1. Encompasses current nature reserve. 

1.  Makes logical sense to run adjacent to existing NR 

2. Adjacent to the existing nature reserve ï seals, dolphins, sharks often spotted. 

3. The undeveloped coast ï variety, accessibility, solitude (stretches all around the island) 

4. This area is much appreciated from the shore, rock pools, promontories, sightings of 
sharks and dolphins. 

5. The area off Port Erin is valuable because it is already in place. Use it as basis to start. 
The whole sea is valuable in one way or another. 

6. Calf Sound ï very high biodiversity, species not found elsewhere in the Irish Sea or in 
British Isles. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Ÿ 

2. Ÿ 

3. Ÿ 

3. Ÿ 

3. Ÿ 
Ŷ 3. 

Ŷ 3. 

Ŷ 3. 
Ŷ 4. 

 ŷ 6. 

5. Ÿ 
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Where do you value most and why?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MAP C 
 
 

1. Frequent sightings of basking sharks whales and dolphins. 

2. Best area for water sports, kayaking, sailing, scenery and diving 

3. Accessible coastline with diverse landscapes, strong marine and coastal interlinking. 

4. To protect the saltmarsh ecosystem and maerl beds. 

5. Horse mussel beds 

6. Horse mussel beds north of the Point of Ayre and south of Douglas Bay. Maerl in Ramsey 
Bay. 

7. Inshore scallop and queenie fishing grounds. Crab and lobster also. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ŷ7. 

7.Ÿ 
1.Ÿ 

2.ŷ 
Ŷ4. 
Ŷ6. 

7.Ÿ 

ŷ3. 

Ŷ6. 

6.Ÿ Ŷ5. 

Ŷ3. 

Ŷ7. 
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Where do you value most and why?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MAP D 
 
 

1. Wildlife, sea life, beauty, attraction of enthusiasts, visitors. 

2. Scenery, marine wildlife, fishing (recreational), marine mammals. 

3. Dramatic coastline, recreational use. 

4. All inshore waters ï Maximum use by cetaceans and sharks. Go back to the ban of 1894. 
Lost interesting ecosystems and marine diversity. Just ban dredging and trawling in 3miles. 

5. Pooyl Dooey Nature Area, Intertidal salt marsh   
Langness 
Port Cornaa   

6. Horse mussel bed. 

7. I would concur with 4.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Ÿ 

 

4. Ÿ 

 

3. Ÿ 

 

ŷ1.  

 

Ŷ5.  

 

Ŷ4.  

 

Ŷ6.  
 
 

Ŷ5.   

Ŷ5.  
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Where do you value most and why?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MAP E 
 
 

1. Inshore fishing 

1. Dramatic coastline, birdlife, access and views. 

1.  Scuba diving. Marine life abundant, worth protecting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. ŷ Ŷ1. 
1. Ÿ 
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Where do you value most and wh y? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MAP F 
 
 

1.  Basking shark hotspot mid-May to mid-August. Bradda Head to Fleshwick. Niarbyl is of 
world-wide significance for basking shark courtship behaviour. 

1 & 3 Relate to existing coastal ASSIs 

4.  Kallow Point, PSM. 60+ years of important scientific research archived for this area. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

1. Ÿ 

1. Ÿ 

Ŷ3. 
  

   ŷ4. 
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2.1.3 What are the current trends or changes (for the better or worse) that need to be 
taken into account?  

 
Increasing human use of the sea  

- Monitor, with population growth, the use of the sea. 

- Increased recreational use of the sea ï more jet-skis etc. 

- Opportunity increased recreational use ï without it being harmful 

- Increased leisure use of the sea 
Increasing exploitation of marine and coastal resources 

- Increasing demands on the system from overexploitation e.g. potential wind farms, runway 
extensions, potential aggregate dredging, and trawler fishing and dredging fishing. Combined with 
global warming we have serious challenges.  

- More population pressure ï more people causing exploitation of the environment. 
Climate change - implications 

- Climate change and sustainability. 

- Sea level change 

- Effects of more storm events through climate change. 

- Coastal erosion 

- Coastal erosion could potentially cause marine pollution from rubbish tips in the north of the island. 

- Erosion/ loss of inter-tidal salt marsh. 

- Increased sea temperatures mean species moving. 

- Climate change ï exotic species 

- Potential for undesirable invasive species. 
Ecological changes 

- Decreasing or fluctuating breeding success of some seabirds.  

- Too many seals effect fish population. 
Eco-tourism opportunities and effects 

- Wildlife tourism worth £30billion annually worldwide (NB: reference to follow up with contributor). 

- More eco-tourism 

- Manx Basking Shark Watch has informed public where and when to see sharks. Danger of 
encouraging disturbance form boats, divers and wildlife filmmakers. 

- Heightened interest in certain species increases risk of damage e.g. basking sharks. Could be 
overcome by education. 

Important role of education 

- Important local education resource 
Marine litter / sewage 

- Global litter 

- Fishing for litter ï fishermen cleaning up the sea by not throwing litter back in the sea. 

- Increasing non-biodegradable waste. 

- Need to reduce discharge of sewage into the marine environment. 
Regulation  

- More regulation easy for conservationists who donôt make a living (from sea).  

- More regulation, less freedom. 
Changing attitudes 

- Recognition of the need for balance and sustainability. 

- Fishermen supported closed areas in Douglas. 

- Fishermen supported technical conservation already. 

- Take advice from Fishermen 
Responding to changing consumer demand for sustainable fisheries 

- Increasing need to obtain Marine Stewardship Council accreditation for fishery products or other 
eco-labelling. Driver for sustainable fisheries management. 

- Consumer behaviour changes ï want products (fish) caught from an ecologically sustainable way 
and retail market has and is responding to that. 

Energy generation from the sea  

- The need to use the sea for energy generation - water and wind. 

- Increased need for renewable energy could be met by the use of the sea. 
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Effects of rising fuel costs  

- Rising energy cost will change fishing and recreational use. 

- Increasing fuel costs will impact on enforcement and attracting tourists. 
Implications of fishing limits 

- Whether with 12mile zone, whether boats can land catch only on IOM. 
GPS 

- GPS (management and monetary) 
Learning from otherôs experience 

- What are the current trends at other MNRs e.g. Scotland and Ireland? What effects are they having? 

- Experience from Lundy ï big improvements in lobster and crab size and numbers. 
Responsibilities of marine stakeholders ï codes of conduct 

- What does power boat race contribute? Irresponsible, not benefit to anyone. Sets standard of what 
is permissible. 

- Marine Code 
Careful planning to avoid clashes between development and conservation  

- IOM will need more marinas and need to ensure conservation area does not prohibit suitable marina 
sites. 

Impact of coastal developments 

- Coastal developments impact upon the sea when dumped, offshore dredging. 
Access restrictions 

- Exclusion of public from traditional coastal footpaths. 
 
 

 
2.1.4 What are the current issues and challenges?  
 
Regulation  

 Seabed ownership/control issues             

 - Who owns the seabed? Conflicts between these:  

- DTI own aggregate and licence to exploit it 

- DOT own the seabed 

- DAFF have control over Fisheries and Wildlife. 

- Not open consultation between the above agencies.             

 Legislation - enforcement / zonation / restrictions  

 - Enforcement of current legislation for example Exclusion Zones for water sports, lack of 
management. However other areas available are not necessarily suitable. Possible physical 
restriction. 

 - Denote areas available for water sports with buoys etc. 

 - Manx Shipping Registry doesnôt have a classification for small vessels to work commercially. 

 - Correct legislation to enforce Marine Conservation Areas, not byelaws. 

 - Lack of resources for legislation enforcement. 

 - Lack of full control for Manx Territorial seas. 

 - Current legislation needs reviewing and update. 

 - Local vessels have restrictions in Manx territorial waters that non-Manx boats donôt have to 
adhere to e.g. herring (among other). 

 - Exclusion zones for seals could be considered. 

 - Common agreement between neighbours 

 Conservation investment low on agenda. 

 - Conservation investment pushed down the agenda. 

 - Political relationships between conservationists and people implementing policies. 

 - Ireland and UK are in isolation and not taking onboard BAPS (Biodiversity Action Plans) ï 
not recognised. 

 - Not signed up to the Rio Convention. 

 Strategic marine management planning 

 - Coastal zone management 

 - Marine spatial planning 
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Communication, education and information  

 Communication  

 - Lack of communication between fishermen and conservationists with the same aim. 

 Educating and informing the public 

 - Get a better method of conveying better understanding of interaction of marine habitats, 
better way to pass on, break down the scientific research to the public. 

 Information and research needed 

 - Further information and research required. 

Recreation, access and tourism 

 Access issues 

 - Access. Open access around coastal footpath. 

 - Find a balance between use for recreation and easy access to coastal areas without damage 
to habitats. 

 - Get good balance between people actively enjoying what is out there versus detrimental 
effects from people e.g. boats and some activities. 

 - Increased access to deeper areas is as a result of changes in diving, in terms of 
advancement of the technologies now available to them. 

 Inadequate tourism infrastructure 

 - Lack of suitable infrastructure to support tourism, eco-tourism e.g. campsites. 

 Linking policies 

 - How to link countryside and coastal access policies. 

Fisheries  

 Sustainable fisheries 

 - Need for sustainable fisheries 

 - COAST (Isle of Arran) shows 33% more scallops in exclusion zones. 

 Loss of fishing grounds 

 - Loss of fishing ground from: -   

- Aggregate dredging  

- Windfarms and Marine Nature Reserve 

 Effects of commercial fishing  

 - Overfishing. Especially by non-Manx fishermen within the 12mile zone. 

 - Gill netting, indiscriminately lethal. 

 - Scallop dredging, better ways of capturing thatôs less damaging to the sea bed. 

 - Dredging of seabed and other species impacted e.g. from Scotland. Species left behind on 
the beach after dredging. 

Effects of commercial use and development  

 Effects of other commercial resource use 

 - Exploitation e.g. marine aggregates. 

 - Extension of Ronaldsway runway. 

 Pollution issues 

 - Stop all outflows into the Irish sea including the one into Douglas Bay closed area. 

 - Sellafield 

 - Waste from ships. 

 - Dredging of estuary at Peel dumped into the nearby sea contained metallic deposits and 
anti-fouling from within the harbour (lead, zinc) and coming from Foxdale mines and TBT 
(anti-fouling). 

 - Creamery discharge. 

 - Raw sewage into Peel (Ramsey too?) 

 - Marine litter 

 - Old RAF bombing range off Jurby. 

 Sea as an alternative energy source 

 - Sea should be looked at as an alternative Energy source. 

 Protection of coastal sites. 

 - Protection of coastal sites. 



 
 

 
 

23 

 
Environment and ecology 

 Climate change 

 - Climate change ï Effects food supplies for seabirds and other animals. 

 Ecology  

 - Problems of overdevelopment of a dominant species. 

 - Explosive trends in population. Unchecked predators may impact weaker species e.g. seals.  

 - Balancing predatory species appropriately e.g. Hen Harriers. 

 - Overpopulation of seals killing off stocks of some species e.g. 1 grey seal eats 5 tonnes of 
fish per annum (NB: reference to follow up with contributor). 

 - How to stop the declining seabird populations. Not IOM constrained. 

 Invasive species  

 - Possibility of invasive species or disease. 

 Protection of basking sharks 

 - Worldwide hot spot for Basking sharks on south and south west coast of IOM (legally 
protected). Need to ensure this is enforced especially with regards to disturbance issues. 

 - Needs to control basking shark wildlife tourism and filming activities. Suggest shore-based 
basking shark tourism and tight boat control around sharks. 

 Inconsistency of wildlife concerns 

 - Inconsistency of wildlife e.g. wading birds in Douglas and Peel lost habitats and no-body 
complained. 

 Conservation measures 

 - All current changes tend to impact negatively on the marine environment with exception of 
new closed area, Douglas Bay. 

 - Possible displacement of fishing efforts. Impacts as a result of Marine Nature Reserve. Could 
lead to deterioration of areas considered sound presently. 

 Compromise  

 - Site selection ï a compromise to appease all parties. 

 

2.2 Learning from success   

 
2.2.1 What are we already doing that is 

contributing to the sustainable 
management and use of our sea? 

2.2.2 How could that be strengthened and 
enhanced? 

 

Regulation, guidance, enforcement 

Government guidance - Government could guide overall policy. 

Review, enforce, and enhance existing 
legislation 

- Review, enforce, and enhance the existing 
legislation and access resources in order to 
do this. 

- More enforcement. 

- Streamline local authority coastal controls 
over access to promote awareness. 

A strengthened planning system re. coastal 
development 

- A planning system strengthened to take 
account of effects of coastal development on 
the marine environment (integrated coastal 
development and management). 

Fisheries 

Managing Fisheries  

- Primarily the closed areas ï Douglas and Port 
Erin. 

- Port Erin Closed area 

- Douglas Closed Area 

 

- Continue to consult fishermen. 

- Have greater consideration for those that 
earn a living from the sea.  

- In sensitive areas ï long line instead of nets 
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2.2.1 What are we already doing that is 
contributing to the sustainable 
management and use of our sea? 

2.2.2 How could that be strengthened and 
enhanced? 

 

- Establishment of the Douglas Closed area is 
really good to hear itôs designated. I only found 
out today. 

Marine Stewardship certification 

- The Government is considering the advantages 
of the Marine Stewardship certification for the 
Queenies. 

 
 
Licensing and regulatory control ï marine 
harvesting 

- Quota management through the E.U. 

- Sufficient legislation e.g. minimum size, TAC 
(Total allowable catch), seasonal regulations 
and limits off the coast. 

- Restrictions on scallop gear on Manx scallop 
grounds. 

- Technical conservation including dredge size, 
curfews and seasonal closure. 

- Restrictions on time of dredging. 

- Satellite monitoring of positions of commercial 
boats. 

Developing sustainable fisheries 

- Development of ecosystem approach to 
fisheries. 

 

or trawling. 

- Give fishermen (commercial) more control, 
like commoners for grazing rights. 

- Have more óNo take Zonesô combined with 
energy infrastructure e.g. wind farm nursery 
etc. 

 
 
 

- 98% of all marine species live at, on or in the 
seabed for some or all of their life cycle. A 
degraded seabed is a damaged system. So 
more and larger closed areas are needed. 

 

Water quality and litter 

- IRIS Sewage Treatment System is now 
operational. 

- IRIS scheme is not all island but hope it 
benefits where it is already operational. 

- Controlling discharges into the sea. 

- Collection of waste oil and litter from any 
vessel. Not publicised enough. 

- Beach cleaning. Need to do more. 

- Fishing for litter. 

- Fishing for litter by Manx fishing vessels. 
 

- IRIS sewage treatment programme needs to 
be continued and completed to also see the 
benefits for North and West coast, as there 
are already benefits seen in South and East. 

- Increase the number of beach cleans. 

- To enhance beach cleans make them a local 
authority responsibility. 

Biological research and monitoring 

- Finding out what biological resources we do 
have (fishing and wildlife), what weôve lost and 
how fast they are being lost. Currently. 

- Scientific research including stock 
assessments of target species. 

- Reviewing current information. Analyse and 
use it to inform future developments. 

- Extensively photograph the seabed to have a 
record of what weôve got and how itôs 
changing. 

- More scientific work. 

- Recording attributes over longer term 

Education and training 

- Organising Seasearch Courses. 

- Rock pooling sessions by the Manx Wildlife 
Trust. 

- Marine Information leaflets produced by Manx 
Wildlife Trust. 

- Realise that the seabed is the crucial marine 
environment. 

- Seabed to the sea has the same importance 
as the earth is to the air. 

- Publicity at general public level to increase 
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2.2.1 What are we already doing that is 
contributing to the sustainable 
management and use of our sea? 

2.2.2 How could that be strengthened and 
enhanced? 

 

- Marine Day promoting awareness of marine 
environment. 

- Outdoor education policy. 

- Field studies Council seashore guide and pack. 

awareness. 

- All people today need to go out and talk about 
this. To do their bit to improve publicity. 

- Marine Day is really successful at promoting 
the marine environment so how about a 
sealife centre ï something small scale 

- Increase in education. 

- Education should include in science and 
taught from a young age, Marine Heritage to 
teach and inform. 

- Integrate cultural and natural interests in the 
protection and management of the marine and 
coastal environment. 

- Also increase in awareness and availability of 
education so become forefront to Manx 
society. 

Recreation  and tourism management  

Tourism - Use tourism to promote conservation 
holidays. 

Angling  

- Anglers taking on-board size limits, measure 
competitions, catch and release 

 

- To include anglers in being able to use the 
area responsibly. Clarification ï anglers 
already act in many cases responsibly (catch 
and release and measure competitions). 

Diving  - Divers. Have an artificial reef to manage 
marine reserves and redirect diving interests 
to this which could produce an income to 
manage the marine reserves. 

Codes of conduct 

- In terms of tourism ï trying to encourage 
responsible behaviour e.g. Countryside code. 

- DAFFôs code for boat owners with respect to 
marine wildlife watching. 

Licensing and regulatory control - recreation 

- Licensing of boats and jet-skis. 

- Local byelaws and protection regarding beach 
access and coastal recreation. 

- Signage. Have weatherproof signs next to 
launch areas of ports especially for zoning 
e.g. no take zones and basking shark 
hotspots. 

- Use markers on site to promote awareness of 
current site to promote harmony of all users. 

- Have website with zones clearly marked. 

- Public information. Tie in access policies and 
codes. 

- Promote responsible recreation. 

- Marine code. Introduce one. 

- Need to promote a responsible environmental 
attitude by all water users and coastal users. 

- Have a balance between human activity, 
leisure and conservation, e.g. angling to be 
aware of how to fish without damaging 
species. 

Conservation  

IOM spearheading conservation - Acknowledge that IOM is spearheading 
conservation in this way. 

What are we already doing? 

 - Not a lot 
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2.3 Information - what have we got, what do we need 

 
What information would you and those you represent 
need, to help you make a positive contribution to this 
initiative? 

What information do you have? 

Already know enough to create an MNR -  

- We have enough data to create and MNR. -  

- Any additional information is useful but this should not 
hinder or delay the implementation of substantial closed 
areas ï we have the knowledge and we need to know it 
works. We just need political will to make it happen.  

- We all know enough from the positive effects of the 
present closed areas to know that it requires no delaying 
by waiting for further scientific reviews which is just a 
transparently obvious delaying tactic. Science can only 
teach us that we have more to learn.  

-  

Ongoing communication -  

- Simple, clear information on progress. Perhaps a DVD to 
communicate to public and non-conservation groups. 

-  

Ecological info  -  

- What happened to the seal survey, photographic 
database? 

-  

- Other nature reserve information ï Scotland, Ireland 
similar etc. With the good and the bad examples of 
failures and successes. 

-  
 

- Nesting times for birds on the cliffs. -  

- Basking sharks. Where disturbance occurs?  

- Time of year the sharks are here. 

- Hot-spots for sharks. 

- Hot-Spots for courtship behaviour. 

- Time at surface relative to the time of day/state of the 
tide. i.e. areas and times they need protecting. 

- Most of it to be seen on 
www.manxbaskingsharkwatch.com and 4-year report in 
press.  

- 14years of basking shark observations available ï some 
effort based. 

- Biodiversity Action Plan species? -  

- Where seabirds are feeding? - Calf reports and ringing data, sea-watching daily log.  

- Bird Atlas Data. 

- Ongoing collation of Marine Biological Records needs to 
continue and develop alongside biological records centre. 
Encourage collection of records. 

- Marine Biological Records ï some information collated. 

- Reports on conservation site prioritisation. - Gubbay, S (2000) Report to Manx Wildlife Trust. 

- Koskinen, M (2004) Report to DAFF 

- As starting points 

- Information on marine species, their distribution and 
abundance. Habitats too. Urgent need for dedicated 
person full-time for collating and collecting biological 
records. 

- Information is very patchy especially for subtidal 
communities ï some sites excellent, others sparse.  

- Recent records of cetacean activity. Cetacean watch 
records available around the coast and out to the 12mile 
limit. Effort-based scientific data available on Manx 
cetacean and their feeding areas and habits. 

-  - Next round of climate change scenarios to be available ï 
March 2009. 

Sea bed mapping ð and results communicated -  

- Detailed mapping of the sea bed and affects of trawling 
etc. made publicly available so we can see the effects. 
More research. 

-  

- How has the seabed been affected by present fishing 
practices? 

-  

Water quality -  

http://www.manxbaskingsharkwatch.com/
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What information would you and those you represent 
need, to help you make a positive contribution to this 
initiative? 

What information do you have? 

- IRIS ï quality of effluent and also where will the new 
outflow sites be? 

- Locations of existing outfalls 

- Are boats allowed to dump their waste? E.g. small boats 
and toilets. 

-  

Shipping  -  

- Timeline for changes in the shipping registry categories. -  

Fisheries  -  

- How does the DOT propose to regulate commercial 
fishing vessels involved in ecotourism activities? 

-  

- What the current situation is regarding all levels of fishing 
commercial or leisure. ï Where? ï What regulations, 
quotas, how much allowed to fish and also the numbers of 
Manx fishermen compared to those from other countries 
e.g. a graph by month of Manx and non-Manx fishermen. 
E.g. a graph of catch by weight month by month (in Manx 
waters) comparing Manx and non-Manx fishermenôs 
catch. 

-  

- Local knowledge of fishermen - Local knowledge of fishermen 

- Which non-commercial species of fish and other marine 
life do fishermen / anglers catch? 

-  

Recreation  and tourism -  

- Public access inland of an MNR ï paths affected in any 
way? 

-  

- Statistics on how MNRs have benefited tourism 
elsewhere especially in temperate areas. 

-  

- Considerations given to water sports users when 
provision given to designated zones. Monitoring and 
policing of users. Provision of a representative? 

-  

- Angling tourism is a completely undervalued sector. - Bass Anglers Society  

- Contact numbers of who to advise when non-compliant 
activities are observed. Especially at weekends when 
there is generally more leisure activity taking place. 

-  

- Transparency on all government plans to use the marine 
environment for commercial gain or exploitation e.g. 
gravel extraction, runway extension. 

-  

- Land ownership, access policies vary between areas: - 
Map of dog walking, boat launch, horses, fires, vehicles 
and events etc. 

-  

Other -  

-  - Manx Museum library and archive. 

-  - History and heritage laws ï planning. 
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2.4 Involving others 

2.4.1 Who else needs to be involved?  
 
Public Sector Academics / Research User Groups Commercial  Community Voluntary Sector 

Groups 
Hard to Reach Groups 
 

- Other parties to the 
common fisheries 
agreement (e.g. 
Scotland etc.) 

- UK Environment 
Agency and 
neighbouring 
regulators. 

- JNCC (Joint Nature 
Conservation 
Committee, UK). 

- DEFRA, UK 

- Coastguard 

- Energy policy 
working group ï IOM 
Government - Martin 
Hall 

- Seasearch 

- DTI 

- IOM Ship Registry 

- Customs and Excise 
border protection 
(UK) 

 
 
 
 
 

- Bangor University 

- Marine Biologists 

- Local education: 
schools and colleges 

- Climate scientists 

- Manx Museum 
library for past 
reports. 

- Port Erin Marine 
Laboratory/ Liverpool 
University ï previous 
studies. 

- DLGE ï Landscape 
character appraisal. 

- Archives 

- Past knowledge of 
fishing and marine 
ecology. 

- Consult scientists on 
artificial reef creation 
using 
environmentally 
friendly methods. 

- Yacht and Boat 
users 

- Diving Clubs 

- Sailing for the 
Disabled 

- Dog Walkers 

- Motorsport Events 

- Kayakers 

- Organisations who 
organise watersports 
e.g. Youth Service 

- Local Angling Clubs 

- Recreational Anglers 

- Visitors to the island / 
tourists. 

- UK Fisheries 

- Eco-tourism e.g. 
Steve Wright 

- Tidal power / wind 
power :- Potential 
investors or 
developers e.g. MEA 
(Manx Electricity 
Authority). 

- Offshore power 
companies 
/developers 

- Marine Aggregate 
industry 

- Sea transport 
operators i.e. 
Steampacket, 
Mezeron 

- Small boat 
businesses e.g. 
angling trips, boat 
repairs. 

- Tourism: recreational 
anglers. 

- Isle of Man 
Adventure holidays. 

- Venture centre 

- IOM Fisheries. 
 

- Local 
Commissioners 

- Manx Wildlife Trust 

- IOM Natural History 
and Antiquarian 
Society. 

- Manx Bird Life 

- Manx Ornithological 
Society 

- Local children 

- Manx Footpath 
conservation group. 

- Local schools. 

- Divers and snorklers. 

- Duke of Edinburgh 
Awards Scheme ï 
Alison Crowe (DofE) 

- Womenôs Institute 

- RNLI 

- Sailing for the 
Disabled 

- Coastguard 

- Youth Groups; sea 
cadets etc. 

- Church groups; the 
new Bishop. 

- Poachers 

- Rogue Fishing boats 
and skippers. 
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2.5 óWild Ideasô for where 

2.5.1 The project is starting with one MNR  - what suggestions do you have of where 
this could be ï sketch your ideas on the map and say why there. 

 
MAP A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.  Calf Sound ï the most species rich site in the Irish sea. 

2.  Why not adopt the Lundy approach and have a large zone with certain restricted areas e.g. 
Langness / Calf / Bradda / Niarbyl Bay ï for particular activities. 

3.  Agree with the above. Would like to see the Lundy approach in this section with some 
small heavily protected areas, others less so. 

4.  Agree with 2. ï Use whole 12 mile territorial approach with zoned areas crossing and 
including a full range of habitats. 

5.  - Horse mussels and Maerl beds: Valuable habitat. 
- Also the sandbanks at the Point of Ayre ï sand eels, implications for bird feeding. 

 Agree with sites 3 or 2 and 5. Areas that should be protected because of the amount of 
variety and vulnerability to human impact ï like up north from fishing and the south from 
tourism. 
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