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Why are we all here today?

ÇStart of a 3 year project to select 1 
Marine Nature Reserve and 
identify other possible sites

ÇEssential to have community 
participation from the outset

ÇWe are hear to listen to your 
views and act on them 

ÇFair, transparent and collaborative 
process to designate a Marine 
Nature Reserve, whilst also 
protecting the interests of those 
who use the sea.

Phil Roriston



What is a Marine Nature Reserve?

ÇMarine Nature Reserves are a type 

of Marine Protected Area

ÇAn area of the sea protected 

from some activities/impacts

ÇMarine Nature Reserves were 

brought into Manx legislation in 

1990

ÇNo Marine Nature Reserves yet

ÇOne attempt to set up a Marine 

Nature Reserve ïthe Calf of Man 

1992
Phil Roriston



Other Marine Protected Areas

ÇPort Erin Closed Area at is 
known worldwide for scallop 
management success

ÇThe Manx scallop fishing 
industry has led on Douglas 
Bay Closed Area

ÇGreat success story ï
effective Marine Protected 
Areas in Manx waters

ÇMany other exciting fisheries 
initiatives developing



Why do we need Marine Nature Reserves?
ÇPrimary aim of existing Closed 

Areas is scallop enhancement

ÇThe primary aim of Marine Nature 
Reserves is conservation

ÇA wide variety of special marine 
species and habitats need 
protection

ÇEffective protection of these places 
will support sustainable fishing, 
marine tourism and recreational 
uses. Phil Roriston


