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by the Registrar General, Ed Clague

| am delighted to present this annual report highlighting the work of the Isle
of Man Public Record Office for 2022-2023.

As the Island’s national archives, the Public Record Office collects, preserves
and provides public access to the historic records of our government,
schools, courts, local authorities, and a variety of other public bodies.

Archives are for everyone, and this year our social media platforms, open
days and events engaged over 2000 customers with the Island’s history. Our
reading room and enquiry services allowed customers to use the archive
collections for research into a diverse range of subjects.

We acquired and preserved over 20 cubic metres of new archive collections,
including maps, plans, minutes and photographs. Our plans for digital
preservation of archive collections moved forward rapidly, and we looked to
the future with the publication of our Forward Plan for the next § years.

Visit Us Find out more

Our reading room at Unit 40A Spring Visit our website:

Valley, Braddan, IM2 2QS is open: www.gov.im/pro

Thursdays 2.30-1pm, 2pm-5pm

Fridays 2.30-1pm, 2pm-4.30pm Follow us on Facebook and X

@IsleOfManPRO
Visits at other times can be arranged

by appointment. X




| COLLECTION hightights |

Isle of Man Tourist Board (A268)

In December 2022, we received 17 The albums are available to view in

albums of photographs containing our reading room and provide a
images from the Isle of Man Tourist ~ Wonderful insight into the
Board dating from 1936-1964. marketing of the Isle of Man as a

holiday destination.
The photographs contain images

submitted as entries for annual Annual photography competition
photography competitions, entries provide a unique record of
advertising, and visits of travel the Isle of Man as seen through the
agents to the Isle of Man. eyes of holiday visitors, rather than

—— == professional photographers.
ISLEs HAN

vol toounn- |

i PASSENGER smvm - B

Architect's maps and plans (A243 and A255)

A new collection of 2135 drawings, maps and plans from the Isle of Man
Government's Department of Infrastructure and its predecessors. Dating
from 1904 onwards, the records include plans of heritage buildings, public
buildings, Ronaldsway airport and HM Prison on Victoria Road, Douglas.
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Customs and Excise: register of brewing (A264)

Dating from 1874-1910, this register records occupiers and locations of
buildings on the Isle of Man used for brewing or storing malt and sugar for
brewing in the late 19th and early 20th century.

The register records premises to be inspected under the Brewers Act 1874 ,
which aimed to ensure the purity of beer brewed on the Isle of Man.




NEW CATALOGULES

Michael Commissioners 1800-2000 (S133)

Containing records from Michael
Parish Commissioners 1896-1992,
Michael Village Commissioners
1905-1989, and Michael District
Commissioners from 1989
onwards.

The collection provides a unique
record of the history of Michael
parish and the village of Kirk
Michael from the late 19th century
through to the end of the 20th
century.

Available records include minute
books, property valuation lists,
reports, and records of events,
including royal visits.

A licence register dated 1939-1942
gives a snapshot of the organisation
of food rationing in the village of
Kirk Michael during the Second
World War.

Ramsey Town Commissioners 1865-1966

(§5136-138)

Ramsey Town Commissioners records held at the Record Office date back
to the establishment of the Commissioners in 1865.

Records of Ramsey Commissioners include:

- Board minutes from 1865-1946;

- Property rate books for 1865-1956;

- An original tender and specification for the Ramsey swing bridge,

dated 1888;

* Committee minutes from 1882-1966, relating to lighting, sewers,
parks, the fire brigade, health and many other matters.

We expect to receive more records from Ramsey Commissioners
during 2023-2024, so please ask a member of staff if the records you
wish to see are not listed in the catalogue.




COLLECTIONS care I

Douglas Borough Council: maps and plans

This year, our Records Assistants have been working hard to list, label
and package a collection of 200 rolls of maps and plans we received
from Douglas Borough Council in 2017 (A99). So far, they have
examined and listed over 2000 individual plans.

The plans include this beautiful plan of Douglas from July 1930 showing
places of worship, places of entertainment, bus routes, sports grounds
and principal roads.

Microfilm preservation

Our Record Assistant Robyn has established a monitoring programme for our
microfilm holdings to assess deterioration of the film. Test strips are used to
measure levels of acid vapour being released as the film’s degrade. The strips
change colour as acid vapour is detected allowing monitoring of the condition
of the microfilms over time.

We are pleased to report that at this time very few films are showing
significant deterioration.

Many of our microfilm and fiche resources have also been rehoused this year
into acid free packaging to help protect them from degradation.




GOING DIGITAL D

Preserving our 'born digital’ heritage

In April 2022, we began a procurement exercise to select a supplier for
the provision of digital preservation software and storage. After a full
evaluation exercise, we awarded the contract to Preservica, a market
leader in the supply of archival digital preservation solutions.

We are in the final stages of implementing the software and cloud
storage, which will form the core of the Public Record Office 'digital
archive'.
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Above: Going digital in the Isle of Man TT Press Office 1986 (from A172 Box 5)

Our new 'digital archive' will allow us to begin accepting new deposits of
digital records from Isle of Man public bodies, and to carry out
preservation actions to ensure these records survive as part of the
national archive collections.

Access to our 'born digital’ archives will be provided through an online
service, which will allow keyword and advanced searching across our
catalogues for both paper and digital records. It will then be possible to
view selected digital records online. We hope to launch this service in
early 2024.
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and community events in the Isle of Man. Items on display showcased
enjoyment and entertainment in many forms — from carnivals to
sporting events, village fairs to royal visits.

Above: Heritage Open Day at the Public Record Office, September 2022

Talks and group visits

This year our Outreach and Archives Officer was delighted to be invited
to deliver talks to Laxey and Lonan Heritage Trust, the ‘Breathe Easy’
group and Rushen Heritage Trust.

We also welcomed a number of community groups to Unit 40A Spring
Valley for behind the scenes tours of the national archives.

Groups visiting us included Port St Mary Women'’s Institute, the
'‘Bumblebees’, Rushen Rotary Club, students from the University College
history and heritage course, Southern Befrienders and volunteers from
the Isle of Man Family History Society library.

The Record Office also took part in the Isle of Man Government
Conference and the University College Isle of Man Research festival.
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& OUR TORWARD PLAN
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In 2022, we set out a new vision for the Public Record Office and an
ambitious 5-year plan to take us forward.

Our plan includes 17 key initiatives that will form the focus of our work
from 2022-2027, including improvements to our legislation, Record
Office buildings, care and management of our collections, and our online
catalogues.

Above: Detail of the 'Record Office’ from an 1833 plan of Douglas (ref. A43 Plan 2)

Our Forward Plan is published in full on our website:
www.gov.im/pro
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ISLE OF MAN

ARCHIVE ACCESSIONS
20222023

This list includes all archive collections transferred to the Isle of Man Public Record Office under
section 3(4) or section 6(1) of the Public Records Act 1999 between 1st April 2022-31st March
2023.

Please contact the Isle of Man Public Record Office on 01624 693569 or e-mail
public.records@gov.im to enquire about access to any of these records.

Accession number Quantity Title Date range Access status
f
6 archive boxes (0.12 - ald's Office: Rz.ml;df.sl arihe C:gk Od T id stand
A225 cubic bl bbb ‘eca;j;::g? A slancing 1977-2014 Partially Closed
metres) ”
committee papers
& archive boxes (0.24 Records of Ramsey Town
A226 cubic Commissioners: minute books and swing bridge tender 1865-1966 Open
metres) documents
2 archive boxes Department of Health and
A227 (approx. 0.12 Social Security: Papers Regarding Dalmeny Children’'s Home, 1873-1994 Partially Closed
cubic metres) Ramsey
17 archive boxes Department of Health and
A228 (approx. Social Security: Moble's Hospital: Hospital Administration 1886-1992 Partially Closed
0.51 cubic metres) Records
1 archive box (approx. Department of Health and
A229 0.03 Social Care and its predecessors: Plans of White Hoe 1921-1938 Open
cubic metres) Hospital
4 archive boxes Department of Health and
AZ30 (approx. 0.12 Social Security: Noble's Hospital: Dispensary: Working 1951-1952 Open
cubic metres) Drawings
1 archive box (approx.
i s
A231 0.03 o T CURIIROTILLE HoBIT: HesMy 1923-1987 Partially Closed
: Services Directorate; Health Service Records
cubic metres)
1 archive box (0.024
: Records of Douglas Borough .
Az32 cubic Council: Councillor Ritchie McNicholl's papers 1998-2001 Partially Closed
metres)
3 volumes (0.06 cuhic Manx National Heritage:
#233 metres) Valuation and Rate Books 19202000 Open
2 archive boxes
containing 8 Minutes of the Development
Addd volumes (0.06 cubic Board and other agencies 19341944 Open
metres)
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PUBLIC RECORD 2022-2023

ISLE OF MAN

Accession number Quantity Title Date range Access status
1 archival box
containing 2 Records of Maughold Parish
A235 1894-1970 Closed
volumes (0,06 cubic Commissioners: Minute Books
melres).
A236 11 boxes {0.24 cubic Records nr.Lonan Parish 1864-1087 Partially Closed
metres) Commissioners
11 boxes, 1 outsize
A237 Vol i Recardsiaf .La?cey Village 1896-1988 Partially Closed
map sleeve (0.5 cubic Commissioners
metres)
14 archival boxes Records of the Isle of Man
containing Committee of Highways, Highway Board and Highway and ’
AZ3H 34 volumes (0.36 cubic Transport Board: Minutes 15061904 Fartally Giosen
metres) of meetings
1 archive box (0.03 Public Health Directorate and
AZ39 cubic its predecessors: records relating to infectious 1929-2000 Closed
metres) diseases
1 archive box (approx. Treasury: Financial
A240 0.03 Governance Division: Policy and Legislation: Policy 1993-1999 Closed
cubic metres) Formulation
5 plans (0.015 cubic Papers of Thomas Quilliam:
Aza1 melres) Rolls Office and Assesment Board Plans 1862-1916 Qpen
1 archive box (0.026 Records of Department of
A242 cubic Local Government and Environment: Environmental 2005-2007 Closed
metres) Protection Unit: IRIS Pump Plant at White Hoe, Braddan
Records of the Department of
1,391 drawings (0:4 Local Governrrle[m and the E::w:'t;nmem' Architects
A243 cubic . 1904-1990s Partially Closed
Department and predecessors:
metres) i
Drawings
" Records of the Isle of Man
1 plan (0.06 cubi
AZ44 P am (t?e ) o Steam Packet Company: Plan of Parade Street and Bath 1965 Open
Ses Street properties
1 archive box (approx. . S
A245 0.03 Trsiél“s:g'ntc”sa':;";:”s f;g;s:' 1938-1972 Open
cubic metres) s ks L2
1 archive box (approx. Treasury: H M Customs and
AZ4B 0.03 Excise Division: Records of Premises in the Occupation of the 1840-1952 Open
cubic metres) Crown
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ISLE OF MAN

ARCHIVE ACCESSIONS

2022-2025

Accession number Quantity Title Date range Access status
10 archive boxes (0.24 ;
K Department of Health: Chief .
i P |
24T subi Executive Office: Chief Executive's Records 1985:2005 arally Clased
metres)
21 archive boxes (0.42 Department of Health and
AZ48 cubic Sacial Security: Noble's Hospital: Hospital Administration 1946-1990 Partially Closed
metres) Records
27 archive boxes (0.56 Department of Health and
AZ49 cubic Social Security: Health Services: Health Services Board 1927-1990 Partially Closed
metres) Records
20 archive boxes (0.4 Department of Health and
AZ50 cubic Social Security: Noble's Hospital: Medical Records: Various 1971-1990 Closed
metres) Records
91 archive boxes (1.82
5 Department of Health and .
A251 cubic . ; : 1893-1980 Partially Closed
Social Security: Noble's Hospital: Medical Records ¥
metres)
f
sanchue Daxes (6 Food and A rii?ﬁj?:'m;n':irc:m?;f ;;?:clltc;ram' Fisheries
AZ52 cubic 9 S ; ’ 1978-1988 Closed
metres) division: Herring
Fishery records and Poole Review records
21 archive hoxes {0.52
A253 cubic Records of Braidan Paish 1991-2000 Partially Ciosed
Commissioners: Minute books
metres)
27 archives boxes and
17 Records of Ramsey Town
4 i
A5 volumes {1.32 cubic Commissioners: Rates books 1865-1958 Spen
metres)
Records of the Department of
774 items (0.35 cubic Local Government and the Environment: Architects
A255 Ifeme (.35 cubi ! : e Y 1930s - early 2000s Partially Closed
metres) Department and predecessors:
Drawings
12 archive boxes {0.24 T . Administrati
A256 cubic IoAs AR AN 1962-1996 Closed
Division: Board Minutes
metres)
1 archive box (approx. - P
Treasury: Finance Division:
AZ5T 0.0 1 -1854
5 Z 5 Mortgages, Bonds, Contracts and Similar Legal Documents Gl Qpen
cubic metres)
; Records of the Isle of Man
.24 f : i
AZ258 % |tenr:15etsg§ Gusie War Pensions Committee: fund accounts, identity certificate 1916-1995 Partially Closed
book, and minutes
5 volumes (0.12 cubic Records of the High Court of
A259 : the Isle of Man: Chancery division and its antecedents: Libri 1824-1890 Open

metres)

Cancellarri
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ISLE OF MAN

ARCHIVE ACCESSIONS
20222023

Accession number Quantity Title Date range Access status
1 volume (006 cubic Isle of Man Courts of
AZGOD rnetre;s) Justice: Lower Courts/Clerk of the Justices: Magistrates Court 1942-1960 Closed
Order Book
11 archive boxes (0.18
: Records of the Isle of Man 2
AL cubi High Court: Various Courts and Rolls Office records 1667:1364 Ranially Closed
metres)
2 archive boxes (0.06 Records of the Board of
AZ62 cubic Agriculture and Fisheries: Fisheries Section: committee 1968-1986 Closed
metres) minutes and reports
Treasury: Financial
A263 7 archr\fe boxes (0.12 Govermance DIVISIDUL records relating 1o government 1968-2014 Partially Closed
cubic metres) borrowing and the issuing
of Manx currency and Manx coins
T artiie ok eppr Excise: Regist rof-lr:’r;ianiw: C”:;J;“?:: ng and of ever:
A264 0.03 e e stk baliithcd 1874-1910 Open
cubic metres) place used for the
& keeping or storing of Malt or Sugar
Heall
Larchive box (3pprox: Social Care and |725?Z::;nstsifr bz&:i;h::\fuh[te Hoe Hospital:
A265 0.03 P : ' piak [Undated, circa. 1955] Open
nursing
cubic metres)
procedures
fH h |
Farehive Boxes/(0.08 Care and its re?lzsigf: ;J:die:a:;efof;: Irc?alialin to nursin
A266 cubic P i 4 4 1887-2011 Partially Closed
on the |sle of
metres)
Man
2farcnives boxes (0.5 Social Care and iﬂep?e:;rj;{?en;sig i?:lélri}ei Ramsey District
AZ6T cubic P i 4 1907-1999 Partially Closed
mefres) Cottage Hospital:
Hospital Records
5 boxes (0.12 cubic Isle of Man Tourist Board:
AZG8 metres) Photograph Albums 193631964 opsh
21 boxes (0.36 cubic Records of the Isle of Man ,
AZ8A metres) Government Employment and Mational Service division 1948:198 Fartialy, Llosed
43 archive boxes (0.7
3 Department of Health and :
Az7o cubic Social Security: Noble's Hospital: Finance and Administration 1888-1975 Partially Closed
metres)
1 archive box (0.03 Records of the Douglas
A271 : : 1861 Open
cubic metres) Waterworks' Company: Receipt of Compensatory Payment P
Lbankersbox 004 | ze'{’jiams‘.“.:?; Emer_pg.sj antd e i
AT2 cubic its predecessor bodies: Visit Agency: Video tapes, s an 1094-2014 Closed
CDs of Isle of
metres)
Man scenery and events
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PUBLIC RECORD 2022-2023

ISLE OF MAN

Accession number Quantity Title Date range Access status

Isle of Man Government
AZT3 1 file; 74mb COVID-19 Website 20 July 2023 Open

204 banker’s boxes

I Planni
AzTa . ({.455. . Isle of Man Planning and 20052010 Open
applications in total; Building Control: records of planning applications
10.2 cubic metres)
141 archive boxes, 35
loose Manx Mational Heritage: g
Aefh poll books (4.5 cubic Electoral records for the Isle of Man ISP 00d0AT Qpsn
metres)
ASTE 28 boxes (1.4 cubic Manx Naqonal Heritage: film [1950s-2010s] clesad
metres) and video resources
A2TT 4 items (0.06 cubic Isle of Man Constabulary: 1953-1972 Open
metres) photographs
34 items (0.06 cubic Photographs, guides and other
A278 ( Orapas: 9 ! Early 20th century-2018 Open
metres) papers relating to |sle of Man railways

17 archive boxes. (0,38 Isle of Man census returns.
AZTY cubic e i : 1821-1911 Open

and supervising officer's summaries
mefres)

Records of the Isle of Man

Lo ENNERS Hokes (0 Government Laboratory relating to Sellafield Local Liaison

A280 cubic 1958-2009 Partially Closed
metres) Committee and
British Nuciear Fuels Limited
#archive hoes (0.08 Department for Enterprise and
A281 cubic Ly 5 1992-2022 Open

its predecessor bodies: Visit Agency: Tourist leaflets
metres)




