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Statutory Document No. 2020/0134 

c 
Airports and Civil Aviation Act 1987 

CIVIL AVIATION (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) 

ORDER 2020 

Approved by Tynwald: 22 July 2020   

Coming into operation in accordance with article 2  

The Department for Enterprise makes the following Order under section 11B and 11I of 

the Airports and Civil Aviation Act 1987. 

1 Title 

This Order is the Civil Aviation (Miscellaneous Provisions) Order 2020. 

2 Commencement 

If approved by Tynwald1, this Order comes into operation immediately upon the 

revocation of article 13 (operational directives) of the Air Navigation (Isle of Man) 

Order 20152. 

3 Application 

(1) This Order applies to - 

(a) any instrument made under section 11B of the Airports and Civil 

Aviation Act 1987; and 

(b) any instrument applied to the Island, after the date this Order 

comes into operation, under sections 11 or 11A of the Airports and 

Civil Aviation Act 1987, to the extent that [3certificate,] the order 

applying such instrument to the Island specifies].  

(2) An instrument to which this Order applies is an “applicable instrument” 

for the purposes of this Order. 

(3) A reference in this Order to an approval, permission, [4certificate,] 

exemption or other decision or document issued or granted by the 

                                                      
1 Tynwald approval is required by section 11B(6) of the Airports and Civil Aviation Act 1987 
2 UK SI 2105 No. 870 (an Order in Council) as amended by UK SI 2016 No. 155 
3 Wording substituted by SD 2021/0185 
4 Inserted by SD 2022/0075 
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Department is a reference to such an approval, permission, [5certificate,] 

exemption or other decision or document issued or granted by the 

Department under an applicable instrument.  

4 [6Interpretation  

In this Order and an applicable instrument — 

“AMSL” means above mean sea level; 

“accelerate-stop distance available (ASDA)” means the length of the 

take-off run available plus the length of the stopway, if provided; 

“acceptance check list” means a document used to assist in carrying out a 

check on the external appearance of packages of dangerous goods 

and their associated documents to determine that all appropriate 

requirements have been met; 

“accident” means an occurrence associated with the operation of an 

aircraft which, in the case of a manned aircraft, takes place between 

the time any person boards the aircraft with the intention of flight 

until such time as all such persons have disembarked, or in the case 

of an unmanned aircraft, takes place between the time the aircraft 

is ready to move with the purpose of flight until such time it comes 

to rest at the end of the flight and the primary propulsion system is 

shut down, in which — 

(a) a person is fatally or seriously injured as a result of — 

(i) being in the aircraft; 

(ii) direct contact with any part of the aircraft, including 

parts which have become detached from the aircraft; 

or  

(iii) direct exposure to jet blast,  

except when the injuries are from natural causes, self-

inflicted or inflicted by other persons, or when the injuries 

are to stowaways hiding outside the areas normally 

available to the passengers and crew;  

(b) the aircraft sustains damage or structural failure which 

adversely affects the structural strength, performance or 

flight characteristics of the aircraft, and would normally 

require major repair or replacement of the affected 

component, except for engine failure or damage, when the 

damage is limited to a single engine, (including its cowlings 

or accessories), to propellers, wing tips, antennas, probes, 

vanes, tires, brakes, wheels, fairings, panels, landing gear 

                                                      
5 Inserted by SD 2022/0075 
6 Article 4 substituted by article 4 of the Civil Aviation (Miscellaneous Amendments) Order 

2022 SD 2022/0075 
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doors, windscreens, the aircraft skin (such as small dents or 

puncture holes) or minor damages to main rotor blades, tail 

rotor blades, landing gear, and those resulting from hail or 

bird strike, (including holes in the radome); or  

(c) the aircraft is missing or is completely inaccessible; 

“accuracy” means a degree of conformance between the estimated or 

measured value and the true value; 

“advisory airspace” means an airspace of defined dimensions, or 

designated route, within which air traffic advisory service is 

available; 

“advisory route” means a designated route along which air traffic 

advisory service is available; 

“aerial work” means an aircraft operation in which an aircraft is used for 

the purpose of providing specialised services including but not 

limited to mapping, surveying, filming or imagery, observation, 

surveillance, patrol, inspection, glider towing, parachute jumping, 

external load carrying, banner towing, dispensing or dropping 

articles or substances, firefighting, search and rescue, emergency 

services; 

“aerobatic flight” means manoeuvres intentionally performed by an 

aircraft involving an abrupt change in its attitude, an abnormal 

attitude, or an abnormal variation in speed, not necessary for 

normal flight or for  instruction  for  licenses  or  ratings  other  than 

aerobatic rating; 

“aerodrome” means a defined area (including any buildings, installations 

and equipment) on land or water or on a fixed, fixed off-shore or 

floating structure intended to be used either wholly or in part for 

the arrival, departure and surface movement of aircraft; 

“aerodrome control service” means air traffic control service for 

aerodrome traffic; 

“aerodrome control tower” means a unit established to provide an air 

traffic control service to aerodrome traffic; 

“aerodrome equipment” means any equipment, apparatus, 

appurtenance, software or accessory, that is used or intended to be 

used to contribute to the operation of aircraft at an aerodrome; 

“aerodrome flight information service” means a flight information 

service and alerting service for aerodrome traffic at an aerodrome; 

“aerodrome operator” means any legal or natural person, operating or 

proposing to operate one or more aerodromes; 

“aerodrome reference point” means the centre of an airport, located at the 

geometric centre of all the useable runways; 
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“aerodrome traffic” means all traffic on the manoeuvring area of an 

aerodrome and all aircraft flying in the vicinity of an aerodrome; 

“aerodrome traffic circuit” means the specified path to be flown by 

aircraft operating in the vicinity of an aerodrome; 

“aerodrome traffic zone” means an airspace of defined dimensions 

established around an aerodrome for the protection of aerodrome 

traffic;  

“aeronautical data” means a representation of aeronautical facts, concepts 

or instructions in a formalised manner suitable for communication, 

interpretation or processing;  

“Aeronautical Information Circular (AIC)” means a notice containing 

information that does not qualify for the origination of a NOTAM 

or for inclusion in the AIP, but which relates to flight safety, air 

navigation, technical, administrative or legislative matters;   

“aeronautical information product” means aeronautical data and 

aeronautical information provided either as digital data sets or as a 

standardised presentation in paper or electronic media, in 

including any of the following — 

(a) AIP, including amendments and supplements; 

(b) AIC; 

(c) aeronautical charts; 

(d) NOTAM; 

(e) digital data sets; 

“aeronautical information service” means a service established within 

the defined area of coverage responsible for the provision of 

aeronautical information and data necessary for the safety, 

regularity, and efficiency of air navigation; 

“Aeronautical Information Publication” means a publication issued by 

or with the authority of a State and containing aeronautical 

information of a lasting character essential to air navigation; 

“aeronautical mobile service” means a mobile service between 

aeronautical stations and aircraft stations, or between aircraft 

stations, in which survival craft stations may participate; 

emergency position-indicating radio beacon stations may also 

participate in this service on designated distress and emergency 

frequencies; 

“aeronautical radio station” means a radio station on the surface that 

transmits or receives signals for the purpose of assisting aircraft; 

“aeronautical station” means a land station in the aeronautical mobile 

service. In certain instances, an aeronautical station may be located, 

for example, on board ship or on a platform at sea; 
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“aeroplane” means a power-driven heavier-than-air aircraft, deriving its 

lift in flight chiefly from aerodynamic reactions on surfaces which 

remain fixed under given conditions of flight; 

“Air Accidents Investigation Branch” means the United Kingdom's Air 

Accidents Investigation Branch which is part of the United 

Kingdom's Department for Transport; 

“airborne collision avoidance system (ACAS)” means an aircraft system 

based on secondary surveillance radar (SSR) transponder signals 

which operates independently of ground-based equipment to 

provide advice to the pilot on potential conflicting aircraft that are 

equipped with SSR transponders; 

“aircraft” means a machine that can derive support in the atmosphere 

from the reactions of the air other than the reactions of the air 

against the earth’s surface;  

“aircraft address” means a unique combination of 24 bits available for 

assignment to an aircraft for the purpose of air-ground 

communications, navigation and surveillance; 

“aircraft observation” means the evaluation of one or more 

meteorological elements made from an aircraft in flight; 

“aircraft operator” means a person, organisation or enterprise engaged in 

or offering to engage in an aircraft operation; 

“aircraft stand” means a designated area on an apron intended to be used 

for parking an aircraft; 

“aircraft stand taxilane” means a portion of an apron designated as a 

taxiway and intended to provide access to aircraft stands only; 

“air-ground communication” means two-way communication between 

aircraft and stations or locations on the surface of the earth; 

“air-ground control radio station” means an aeronautical 

telecommunication station having primary responsibility for 

handling communications pertaining to the operation and control 

of aircraft in a given area; 

“AIRMET information” means information issued by a meteorological 

watch office concerning the occurrence or expected occurrence of 

specified en-route weather phenomena which may affect the safety 

of low-level aircraft operations and which was not already 

included in the forecast issued for low-level flights in the flight 

information region concerned or sub-area thereof;  

“air navigation services” means air traffic services; communication, 

navigation and surveillance services; meteorological services for air 

navigation; and aeronautical information services; 
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“air operator certificate” means a certificate authorising an operator to 

carry out specified commercial air transport operations; 

“air-report” means a report from an aircraft in flight prepared in 

conformity with requirements for position, and operational or 

meteorological reporting; 

“airship” means a power-driven lighter than air aircraft that is kept 

buoyant by a body of gas and which can be steered; 

“air traffic” means all aircraft in flight or operating on the manoeuvring 

area of an aerodrome; 

“air traffic advisory service” means a service provided within advisory 

airspace to ensure separation, in so far as practical, between aircraft 

which are operating on IFR flight plans; 

“air traffic control clearance” means authorisation for an aircraft to 

proceed under conditions specified by an air traffic control unit; 

“air traffic control (ATC) service” means a service provided for the 

purpose of — 

(a) preventing collisions – 

(i) between aircraft; and 

(ii) in the manoeuvring area between aircraft and 

obstructions; and 

(b) expediting and maintaining an orderly flow of air traffic; 

“air traffic control unit” means an area control centre, an approach control 

unit or an aerodrome control tower; 

“air traffic service” means a flight information service, an alerting service, 

an air traffic advisory service, or an air traffic control service 

(whether an area control service, approach control service or 

aerodrome control service); 

“air traffic services” means the various flight information services, 

alerting services, air traffic advisory services and air traffic control 

services (area, approach and aerodrome control services); 

“air traffic service equipment” means ground based equipment, 

including an aeronautical radio station, used or intended to be used 

in connection with the provision of an air traffic service to an 

aircraft in flight or on the ground but excluding any public 

electronic communications network;  

“air traffic services airspaces” mean airspaces of defined dimensions, 

alphabetically designated, within which specific types of flights 

may operate and for which air traffic services and rules of operation 

are specified; 
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“air traffic services reporting office” means a unit established for the 

purpose of receiving reports concerning air traffic services and 

flight plans submitted before departure; 

“air traffic services (ATS) surveillance service” means a service provided 

directly by means by an ATS surveillance system;  

“air traffic services unit” means an air traffic control unit, flight 

information centre, aerodrome flight information service unit or air 

traffic services reporting office; 

“airway” means a control area or portion thereof established in the form 

of a corridor; 

“alerting service” means a service provided to notify appropriate 

organisations regarding aircraft in need of search and rescue aid, 

and assist such organisations as required; 

“alternate aerodrome” means an aerodrome to which an aircraft may 

proceed when it becomes either impossible or inadvisable to 

proceed to or to land at the aerodrome of intended landing. 

Alternate aerodromes include the following — 

(a) “take-off alternate” means an alternate aerodrome at which 

an aircraft can land should this become necessary shortly 

after take-off and it is not possible to use the aerodrome of 

departure; 

(b) “en-route alternate” means an aerodrome at which an 

aircraft would be able to land after experiencing an 

abnormal or emergency condition while en route; 

(c) “ETOPS en-route alternate” means a suitable and 

appropriate alternate aerodrome at which an aeroplane 

would be able to land after experiencing an engine 

shutdown or other abnormal or emergency condition while 

en route in an ETOPS operation; 

(d) “destination alternate” means an alternate aerodrome to 

which an aircraft may proceed should it become either 

impossible or inadvisable to land at the aerodrome of 

intended landing; 

“altitude” means the vertical distance of a level, a point or an object 

considered as a point, measured from mean sea level (MSL); 

“annual cost” means, in relation to the ownership and operation of an 

aircraft, the cost of keeping, maintaining and operating the aircraft 

over the period of one year, including corporate administration and 

standard calculations of depreciation; 

“anti-collision light” means — 

(a) in relation to rotorcraft, a flashing red light; and  
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(b) in relation to any other aircraft, a flashing red or flashing 

white light,  

in either case showing in all directions;   

“approach control service” means an air traffic control service for arriving 

or departing controlled flights; 

“approach control unit” means a unit established to provide an air traffic 

control service to controlled flights arriving at, or departing from, 

one or more aerodromes; 

“apron” means a defined area, intended to accommodate aircraft for 

purposes of loading or unloading passengers, mail or cargo, 

fuelling, parking or maintenance; 

“apron management service” means a service provided to manage the 

activities and the movement of aircraft and vehicles on an apron; 

“apron taxiway” means a portion of a taxiway system located on an apron 

and intended to provide a through taxi-route across the apron; 

“area control centre” means a unit established to provide an air traffic 

control service to controlled flights in control areas under its 

jurisdiction;  

“area control service” means an air traffic control service for controlled 

flights in control areas; 

“area navigation (RNAV)” means a method of navigation which permits 

aircraft operation on any desired flight path within the coverage of 

ground- or space-based navigation aids or within the limits of the 

capability of self-contained aids, or a combination of these; 

“ATS route” means a specified route designed for channelling the flow of 

traffic as necessary for the provision of air traffic services; 

“audit” means a systematic, independent and documented process for 

obtaining evidence and evaluating it objectively to determine the 

extent to which requirements are complied with; 

“automatic dependent surveillance — broadcast  (ADS-B)” means a 

means by which aircraft, aerodrome vehicles and other objects can 

automatically transmit or receive data such as identification, 

position and additional data, as appropriate, in a broadcast mode 

via a data link; 

“automatic dependent surveillance — contract (ADS-C)” means a means 

by which the terms of an ADS-C agreement will be exchanged 

between the ground system and the aircraft, via a data link, 

specifying under what conditions ADS-C reports would be 

initiated, and what data would be contained in the reports; 

“automatic dependent surveillance — contract (ADS-C) agreement” 

means a reporting plan which establishes the conditions of ADS-C 
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data reporting (i.e. data required by the air traffic services unit and 

frequency of ADS-C reports which have to be agreed to, prior to 

using ADS-C in the provision of air traffic services); 

“automatic terminal information service (ATIS)” means the automatic 

provision of current, routine information to arriving and departing 

aircraft throughout 24 hours  or  a  specified  portion thereof — 

(a) ‘Data link-automatic terminal information service (D-ATIS)’ 

means the provision of ATIS via data link; 

(b) ‘Voice-automatic terminal information service (Voice-

ATIS)’ means the provision of ATIS by means of continuous 

and repetitive voice broadcasts; 

“ballistic parachute recovery system” means a parachute system 

designed to recover a whole aircraft to the ground in an emergency 

as a last resort to save life or minimise serious injury to the 

occupants; 

“balloon” means a non-power-driven lighter-than-air aircraft and that 

sustains flight through the use of either gas buoyancy or an 

airborne heater; 

“cabin crew” in respect of an aircraft means those persons on a 

commercial air transport flight carried for the purpose of 

performing duties to be assigned by the operator or the pilot in 

command of the aircraft in the interests of the safety of passengers 

but who do not act as a member of the flight crew; 

“captive balloon” means a balloon that is attached to the surface by a form 

of restraining device; 

“cargo aircraft” means any aircraft, other than a passenger aircraft, which 

is carrying goods or property; 

“ceiling” means the height above the ground or water of the base of the 

lowest layer of cloud below 6 000 m (20 000 ft) covering more than 

half the sky;  

“changeover point” means the point at which an aircraft navigating on an 

ATS route segment defined by reference to very high frequency 

omnidirectional radio ranges is expected to transfer its primary 

navigational reference from the facility behind the aircraft to the 

next facility ahead of the aircraft; 

“the Chicago Convention” means the Convention on International Civil 

Aviation and its Annexes, signed in Chicago on 7th December 1944, 

as amended; 

“civil aviation authority” means a governmental entity or entities, 

however titled, that are directly responsible for the regulation of all 

aspects of civil air transport, technical (air navigation and aviation 

safety) and economic (commercial aspects of air transport); 
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“clearway” means a defined rectangular area on the ground or water 

under the control of the aerodrome operator, selected or prepared 

as a suitable area over which an aeroplane may make a portion of 

its initial climb to a specified height; 

“clearance limit” means the point to which an aircraft is granted an air 

traffic control clearance;  

“cloud of operational significance” means a cloud with the height of 

cloud base below 1 500 m (5 000 ft) or below the highest minimum 

sector altitude, whichever is greater, or a cumulonimbus cloud or a 

towering cumulus cloud at any height; 

“code” in relation to SSR means the number assigned to a particular 

multiple pulse reply signal transmitted by a transponder in Mode 

A  or Mode C; 

“commercial air transport” means an aircraft operation involving the 

transport of passengers, cargo or mail for hire, remuneration or 

other valuable consideration; 

“Commonwealth”  means the United Kingdom, the Channel Islands, the 

Isle of Man, the countries mentioned in Schedule 3 to the British 

Nationality Act 1981 of the United Kingdom and all other 

territories forming part of Her Majesty’s dominions or in which 

Her Majesty has jurisdiction and “Commonwealth citizen” is to be 

construed accordingly; 

“congested area” in relation to a city, town or settlement means an area 

that is substantially used for residential, industrial, commercial or 

recreational purposes; 

“consignment” means one or more packages of dangerous goods 

accepted by an aircraft operator from one shipper at one time and 

at one address, receipted for in one lot and moving to one consignee 

at one destination address; 

“contaminated runway” means a runway whose surface area (whether in 

isolated areas or not) within the length and width being used is 

covered in significant part by one or more of the substances listed 

under the runway surface condition descriptors; 

“control area” means a controlled airspace extending upwards from a 

specified limit above the earth; 

“controlled aerodrome” means an aerodrome at which air traffic control 

service is provided to aerodrome traffic regardless whether or not 

a control zone exists; 

“controlled airspace” means an airspace of defined dimensions within 

which air traffic control service is provided in accordance with the 

airspace classification; 
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“controlled flight” means any flight which is subject to an air traffic 

control clearance; 

“controller-pilot data link communications (CPDLC)” means a means of 

communication between controller and pilot, using data link for 

ATC communications; 

“control zone” means a controlled airspace extending upwards from the 

surface of the earth to a specified upper limit; 

“corrective lenses” means spectacles or contact lenses; 

“country” includes a territory;  

“crew” means persons carried in an aircraft who are — 

(a) members of the flight crew; 

(b) persons carried on the flight deck who are appointed by the 

aircraft operator to give or to supervise the training, 

experience, practice and periodical tests required for the 

flight crew in accordance with the law of the country in 

which the aircraft is registered or the State of the operator; 

or 

(c) members of the cabin crew; 

“crew member” means a person assigned by an aircraft operator to duty 

on an aircraft during a flight duty period; 

“cruise climb” means an aeroplane cruising technique  resulting in a net 

increase in altitude as the aeroplane mass decreases;  

“cruising level” means a level maintained during a significant portion of 

a flight; 

“current flight plan (CPL)” means the flight plan, including changes, if 

any, brought about by subsequent clearances;  

“custody” has the same meaning as in the Custody Act 19957; 

“danger area” means an airspace of defined dimensions within which 

activities dangerous to the flight of aircraft may exist at specified 

times; 

“dangerous goods” means an article or substance which is capable of 

posing a hazard to health, safety, property or the environment and 

which are shown in the list of dangerous goods in the Technical 

Instructions or which are classified according to those Instructions; 

“dangerous goods accident” means an occurrence associated with and 

related to the transport of dangerous goods by air which results in 

fatal or serious injury to a person or major property or 

environmental damage; 

                                                      
7 AT 1 of 1995 
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“dangerous goods incident” means an occurrence, other than a 

dangerous goods accident, whether or not occurring on board an 

aircraft, that – 

(a) is associated with and related to the transport of dangerous 

goods by air, which results in injury to a person or property, 

environmental damage, fire, breakage, spillage, leakage of 

fluid, radiation or other evidence that the integrity of the 

packaging has not been maintained; or 

(b) relates to the transport of dangerous goods and which 

seriously jeopardizes the aircraft or its occupants; 

“dangerous goods transport document” means a document which is 

specified by the Technical Instructions and contains information 

about the dangerous goods that are to be carried on an aircraft; 

“data link communications” mean a form of communication intended for 

the exchange of messages via a data link;  

“data protection legislation” has the meaning given in regulation 5(1) of 

the GDPR and LED Implementing Regulations 20188 as they have 

effect from time to time; 

“data quality” means a degree or level of confidence that the data 

provided meet the requirements of the data user in terms of 

accuracy, resolution and integrity; 

“data set” means an identifiable collection of data; 

“datum” means any quantity or set of quantities that may serve as a 

reference or basis for the calculation of other quantities; 

“declared distances” means — 

(a) take-off run available (TORA); 

(b) take-off distance available (TODA); 

(c) accelerate-stop distance available (ASDA); 

(d) landing distance available (LDA); 

“demonstration flight” means a flight performed with the purpose of 

demonstrating an aircraft’s handling, performance, capabilities 

and functionalities to prospective buyers or lessees; 

“the Department” means the Department for Enterprise; 

“designated postal operator” means any governmental or non-

governmental entity officially designated by a Universal Postal 

Union (UPU) member country to operate postal services and to 

fulfil the related obligations arising from the acts of the Universal 

Postal Convention  on its territory; 

                                                      
8 SD No. 2018/0145 
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“direct costs”  means the costs directly related to a flight; 

“direct thrust” means a powered-lift aircraft capable of vertical take-off, 

vertical landing and sustained low-speed flight which depends, 

principally, on engine thrust vectoring for the lift during these 

flight regimes and on nonrotating aerofoil(s) for lift during high-

speed flight; 

“downstream clearance” means a clearance issued to an aircraft by an air 

traffic control unit that is not the current controlling authority of 

that aircraft; 

“dry”, in respect of runway conditions, means that the surface of the 

runway is free of visible moisture and not contaminated within the 

area intended to be used; 

“estimated elapsed time” means the estimated time required to proceed 

from one significant point to another; 

“estimated off-block time” means the estimated time at which the aircraft 

will commence movement associated with departure; 

“estimated time of arrival (ETA)” means for IFR flights, the time at which 

it is estimated that the aircraft will arrive over that designated 

point, defined by reference to navigation aids, from which it is 

intended that an instrument approach procedure will be 

commenced, or, if no navigation aid is associated with the 

aerodrome, the time at which the aircraft will arrive over the 

aerodrome. For visual flight rules (VFR) flights, the time at which 

it is estimated that the aircraft will arrive over the aerodrome; 

“ETOPS” means Extended-range Twin-engine Operational Performance 

Standards; 

“fatigue” means a physiological state of reduced mental or physical 

performance capability resulting from sleep loss, extended 

wakefulness, circadian phase, or workload (mental or physical 

activity) that can impair a person’s alertness and ability to perform 

safety-related operational duties; 

“fireproof material” means a material capable of withstanding heat as 

well as or better than steel when the dimensions in both cases are 

appropriate for the specific purpose; 

“flight crew member” means a licensed crew member charged with 

duties essential to the operation of an aircraft during a flight duty 

period; 

“flight duty period” means a period which commences when a crew 

member is required to report for a duty that includes a flight or a 

series of flights and which finishes when the aircraft finally comes 

to rest and the engines are shut down at the end of the last flight on 

which they are a crew member; 
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“flight information centre” means a unit established to provide flight 

information service and an alerting service; 

“flight information region” means an airspace of defined dimensions 

within which flight information service and alerting service are 

provided;  

“flight information service” means a service provided for the purpose of 

giving advice and information useful for the safe and efficient 

conduct of flights; 

“flight level (FL)” means a surface of constant atmospheric pressure 

which is related to a specific pressure datum, 1 013.2 hectopascals 

(hPa), and is separated from other such surfaces by specific 

pressure intervals; 

“flight plan” means specified information provided to air traffic services 

units, relative to an intended flight or portion of a flight of an 

aircraft;  

“flight visibility” means the visibility forward from the cockpit of an 

aircraft in flight; 

“flying machine” means an aeroplane, a powered lift tilt rotor aircraft, a 

self-launching motor glider, a helicopter or a gyroplane; 

“forecast” means a statement of expected meteorological conditions for a 

specified time or period, and for  a specified area or portion of 

airspace; 

“free balloon” means a balloon in free flight; 

“freight forwarder” means a person who offers the service of arranging 

the transport of cargo by air; 

‘“foreign object debris (FOD)” means an inanimate object within the 

movement area which has no operational or aeronautical function 

and which has the potential to be a hazard to aircraft operation; 

“glider” means a non-power-driven, heavier-than-air aircraft, deriving its 

lift in flight chiefly from aerodynamic reactions on surfaces that 

remain fixed under given conditions of flight;    

“ground visibility” means the visibility at an aerodrome, as reported by 

an accredited observer or by automatic systems; 

“gyroplane” means a heavier-than-air aircraft supported in flight by the 

reactions of the air on one or more rotors which rotate freely on 

substantially vertical axes;   

“hang glider” means a glider controlled by the body movement of the 

operator suspended from a harness below a frame with a fabric 

aerofoil stretched over it; 
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“hazard” means a condition or an object with the potential to cause or 

contribute to an aircraft incident or accident; 

“heading” means the direction in which the longitudinal axis of an aircraft 

is pointed, usually expressed in degrees from North (true, 

magnetic, compass or grid); 

“heavier-than-air aircraft” means any aircraft deriving its lift in flight 

chiefly from aerodynamic forces; 

“height” means the vertical distance of a level, a point or an object 

considered as a point, measured from a specified datum; 

“helicopter” means a heavier-than-air aircraft supported in flight chiefly 

by the reactions of the air on one or more power driven rotors on 

substantially vertical axes; 

“hire" means a contract between the aircraft operator and a customer for 

the carriage of passengers, cargo and mail, where the customer has 

no control over the aircraft operator; 

“human factors principles” means principles which apply to aeronautical 

design, certification, training, operations and maintenance and 

which seek safe interface between the human and other system 

components by proper consideration to human performance; 

“human performance” means human capabilities and limitations which 

have an impact on the safety and efficiency of aeronautical 

operations; 

“IFR” means the symbol used to designate the instrument flight rules; 

“IFR flight” means a flight conducted in accordance with the instrument 

flight rules; 

“IMC” means the symbol used to designate instrument meteorological 

conditions;  

“incident” means an occurrence, other than an accident, associated with 

the operation of an aircraft which affects or could affect the safety 

of operation; 

“in flight” means, in the case of a piloted flying machine, from the 

moment when, after the embarkation of its crew for the purpose of 

taking off, it first moves under its own power, until the moment 

when it next comes to rest after landing, and the expressions ‘a 

flight’ and ‘to fly’ are to be construed accordingly;  

“instrument approach operations” means an approach and landing using 

instruments for navigation guidance based on an instrument 

approach procedure. There are two methods for executing 

instrument approach operations — 

(a) a two-dimensional (2D) instrument approach operation, 

using lateral navigation guidance only; and 
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(b) a three-dimensional (3D) instrument approach operation, 

using both lateral and vertical navigation guidance; 

“instrument approach procedure (IAP)” means a series of predetermined 

manoeuvres by reference to flight instruments with specified 

protection from obstacles from the initial approach fix, or where 

applicable, from the beginning of a defined arrival route to a point 

from which a landing can be completed and thereafter, if a landing 

is not completed, to a position at which holding or en-route 

obstacle clearance criteria apply. Instrument approach procedures 

are classified as follows — 

(a) “non-precision approach (NPA) procedure” means an 

instrument approach procedure designed for 2D instrument 

approach operations Type A;  

(b) “approach procedure with vertical guidance (APV)” means 

a performance-based navigation (PBN) instrument 

approach procedure designed for 3D instrument approach 

operations Type A; 

(c) “precision approach (PA) procedure” means an instrument 

approach procedure based on navigation systems (ILS, 

MLS, GLS AND SBAS Cat 1) designed for 3D instrument 

approach operations Type A or B; 

“instrument flight procedure” means — 

(a) a standard instrument arrival; 

(b) an instrument approach procedure; 

(c) a standard instrument departure; or 

(d) an omnidirectional departure; 

“instrument meteorological conditions (IMC)” mean meteorological 

conditions expressed in terms of visibility, distance from cloud, and 

ceiling, less than the minima specified for visual meteorological 

conditions; 

“instrument runway” means one of the following types of runways 

intended for the operation of aircraft using instrument approach 

procedures — 

(a) “non-precision approach runway”, being a runway served 

by visual aids and at least one non-visual aid, intended for 

landing operations following a type A instrument approach 

operation; 

(b) “precision approach runway, category I”, being a runway 

served by visual aids and at least one non-visual aid, 

intended for landing operations following a type B CAT I 

instrument approach operation; 
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(c) “precision approach runway, category II”, being a runway 

served by visual aids and at least one non-visual aid, 

intended for landing operations following a type B CAT II 

instrument approach operation; 

(d) “precision approach runway, category III”, being a runway 

served by visual aids and at least one non-visual aid, 

intended for landing operations following a type B CAT 

IIIA, IIIB or IIIC instrument approach operation to and 

along the surface of the runway; 

‘integrity’ means a degree of assurance that an aeronautical data and its 

value has not been lost nor altered since the data origination or 

authorized amendment; 

“landing area” means that part of a movement area intended  for  the 

landing or take-off of aircraft; 

“landing distance available (LDA)” means the length of runway which is 

declared available and suitable for the ground run of an aeroplane 

landing; 

“large and turbojet aircraft” means an aircraft that has any of the 

following characteristics — 

(a)  a maximum total mass authorised exceeding 5,700 kg; 

(b) one or more turbojet engines; 

(c) a seating configuration of more than 9 passenger seats; 

“level” means a generic term relating to the vertical position of an aircraft 

in flight and meaning variously, height, altitude or flight level; 

“lighter-than-air aircraft” means any aircraft supported chiefly by its 

buoyancy in the air; 

“lighting system reliability” means the probability that the complete 

installation operates within the specified tolerances and the system 

is operationally usable; 

“Location Indicators” means the latest effective edition of the “Location 

Indicators” (Doc 7910), approved and published by the 

International Civil Aviation Organization; 

“low visibility procedures” means procedures applied at an aerodrome 

for the purpose of ensuring safe operations during lower than 

Standard Category I, other than Standard Category II, Category II 

and III approaches and low visibility take-offs; 

“low visibility take-off (LVTO)” means a take-off with a runway visual 

range (RVR) lower than 400 m but not less than 75 m; 

“lower than Standard Category I operation” means a Category I 

instrument approach and landing operation using Category I 

decision height (DH), with a runway visual range (RVR) lower than 
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would normally be associated with the applicable decision height 

(DH) but not lower than 400 m; 

“manoeuvring area” means that part of an aerodrome to be used for the 

take-off, landing and taxiing of aircraft, excluding aprons; 

“marker” means an object displayed above ground level in order to 

indicate an obstacle or delineate a boundary; 

“marking” means a symbol or group of symbols displayed on the surface 

of the movement area in order to convey aeronautical information; 

“meteorological services” means those facilities and services that provide 

aircraft with meteorological forecasts, briefs and observations as 

well as any other meteorological information and data provided by 

States for aeronautical use; 

“microlight aeroplane” means any of the following — 

(a) a non-Part 21 aircraft, other than an unmanned aircraft, that 

is designed to carry not more than two persons, which — 

(i) has a stalling speed, or maximum steady flight speed 

in the landing configuration, at the maximum take-

off mass not exceeding 35 knots calibrated airspeed; 

and 

(ii) has a maximum take-off mass not exceeding — 

(A) 450kg for a two-seat landplane; 

(B) 495kg for a two-seat amphibian or floatplane; 

or 

(C) 475kg for a two-seat landplane equipped with 

an airframe mounted total recovery parachute 

system;  

(b)  a non-Part 21 aircraft, other than an unmanned aircraft, that 

is designed to carry not more than two persons, which — 

(i)  is of a design which is approved by the UK CAA for 

the purposes of the issue of a UK permit to fly; 

(ii)  either has, or has been subsequently modified to 

have, a stalling speed, or minimum steady flight 

speed in the landing configuration, at the maximum 

take-off mass not exceeding 45 knots calibrated 

airspeed; and 

(iii)  either has, or has been subsequently modified to 

have, a maximum take-off mass not exceeding — 

(A) 600kg for a landplane; or 

(B) 650kg for an amphibian or floatplane;  

(c) a single-seat deregulated aeroplane; or 
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(d) an aircraft being flown, or intended to be flown, for the purpose of 

a flight test to establish that it complies with the requirements of 

paragraph (a), (b), or (c); 

“minimum fuel” means a term used to describe a situation in which an 

aircraft's fuel supply has reached a state where the flight is 

committed to land at a specific aerodrome and no additional delay 

can be accepted; 

“mode” in relation to SSR means the conventional identifier related to 

specific functions of the interrogation signals transmitted by an SSR 

interrogator and being one of the four modes specified in ICAO 

Annex 10 — A, C, S and intermode; 

“mountainous area” means an area of changing terrain profile where the 

changes of terrain elevation exceed 900 m (3 000 ft) within a 

distance of 18,5 km (10,0 NM); 

“movement” means either a take-off or landing; 

“movement area” means that part of an aerodrome to be used for the take-

off, landing and taxiing of aircraft, consisting of the manoeuvring 

area and the apron(s); 

“munitions of war” means any – 

(a) weapon or ammunition; 

(b) article containing an explosive, noxious liquid or gas; or 

(c) other thing,  

that is designed or made for use in warfare or against 

persons, including parts, whether components or 

accessories, for such weapon, ammunition or article; 

“navigation services” means those facilities and services that provide 

aircraft with positioning and timing information; 

“night” means the hours between the end of evening civil twilight and the 

beginning of morning civil twilight. Civil twilight ends in the 

evening when the centre of the sun’s disc is 6 degrees below the 

horizon and begins in the morning when the centre of the sun’s disc 

is 6 degrees below the horizon; 

“non-instrument runway” means a runway intended for the operation of 

aircraft using visual approach procedures; 

“non-rigid airship” means an airship that relies entirely on internal gas 

pressure to retain its shape during flight; 

“NOTAM” means a notice distributed by means of telecommunication 

containing information concerning the establishment, condition or 

change in any aeronautical facility, service, procedure or hazard, 

the timely knowledge of which is essential to personnel concerned 

with flight operations; 
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“NOTAM code” means the code contained in the latest effective edition 

of the “Procedures for Air Navigation Services – ICAO 

Abbreviations and Codes” (PANS ABC – Doc 8400), approved and 

published by the International Civil Aviation Organization; 

“notified” and “notify” mean set out with the authority of the UK CAA 

in a document published by or under an arrangement entered into 

with the UK CAA and entitled ‘United Kingdom NOTAM’ or 

‘United Kingdom Aeronautical Information Publication’ and for 

the time being in force; 

“obstacle” means all fixed (whether temporary or permanent) and mobile 

objects, or parts thereof, that — 

(a)  are located on an area intended for the surface movement of 

aircraft; or 

(b)  extend above a defined surface intended to protect aircraft 

in flight; or 

(c)  stand outside those defined surfaces and that have been 

assessed as being a hazard to air navigation; 

“obstacle limitation surface” means a surface that defines the limits to 

which objects may project into the airspace; 

“obstacle protection surface” means a surface established for visual 

approach slope indicator system above which objects or extensions 

of existing objects shall not be permitted except when, in the 

opinion of the Department, the new object or extension would be 

shielded by an existing immovable object; 

“occurrence” means any safety-related event which endangers or which, 

if not corrected or addressed, could endanger an aircraft, its 

occupants or any other person and includes in particular an 

accident or serious incident; 

“omnidirectional departure” means a departure procedure that is 

designed on the basis that an aircraft maintains the runway 

direction until it reaches such a height that it can make a turn in 

any direction and maintain the obstacle clearance prescribed by the 

procedure; 

“operating site” means a site selected by the operator or pilot-in- 

command for landing, take-off or hoist operations;  

“ornithopter” means a heavier-than-air power driven aircraft supported 

in flight chiefly by the reactions of the air on planes to which a 

flapping motion is required;  

“other than Standard Category II operation” means a precision 

instrument approach and landing operation using ILS or MLS 

where some or all of the elements of the precision approach 

Category II light system are not available, and with — 
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(a) decision height (DH) below 200 ft but not lower than 100 ft; 

and 

(b) runway visual range (RVR) of not less than 350 m; 

“overpack” means an enclosure used by a single shipper to contain one or 

more packages and to form one handling unit for convenience of 

handling and stowage, but does not include a unit load device; 

“oversight planning cycle” means a time period in which continued 

compliance is verified; 

“package” means the complete product of the packing operation 

consisting of the packaging and its contents prepared for transport; 

“packaging” means receptacles and any other components or materials 

necessary for the receptacle to perform its containment function;  

“Part 21” means Part 21 of Annex 1  to Commission Regulation (EC) No 

748/2012 of 3rd August 20129 laying down implementing rules for 

the airworthiness and environmental certification of aircraft and 

related products, parts and appliances, as well as for the 

certification of design and production organisations , as amended 

from time to time; 

“passenger aircraft” means an aircraft that carries any person other than 

a crew member, an aircraft operator’s employee in an official 

capacity, an authorised representative of an appropriate national 

authority or a person accompanying a consignment or other cargo; 

“pilot in command” means the pilot designated by the operator or the 

owner as being in command and charged with the safe conduct of 

a flight; 

“power lift” means a heavier than air power driven aircraft capable of 

vertical take-off, vertical landing, and sustained low speed flight 

that depends principally on engine drive lift devices or engine 

thrust for lift during these flight regimes and on nonrotating 

aerofoil(s) for lift during high-speed flight; 

“pre-purchase inspection flight” means a flight performed by or on 

behalf of a prospective purchaser to establish the technical 

condition of the aircraft; 

“pressure-altitude” means an atmospheric pressure expressed in terms of 

altitude which corresponds to that pressure in the Standard 

Atmosphere, as defined in Annex 8, Part 1 to the Chicago 

Convention; 

“problematic use of substances” means the use of one or more 

psychoactive substances by aviation personnel in a way that — 

                                                      
9 OJ L224/1 of 21.8.2012. See also https://www.easa.europa.eu/document-library/general-

publications/easy-access-rules-initial-airworthiness. 
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(a)  constitutes a direct hazard to the user or endangers the lives, 

health or welfare of others; or 

(b)  causes or worsens an occupational, social, mental or 

physical problem or disorder; 

“prohibited area” means an airspace of defined dimensions, above the 

land areas or territorial waters of a State, within which the flight of 

aircraft is prohibited; 

“proper shipping name” means the name to be used to describe a 

particular article or substance in all shipping documents and 

notifications and, where appropriate, on packagings, as required 

by the Technical Instructions; 

“psychoactive substance” means alcohol, opioids, cannabinoids, 

sedatives and hypnotics, cocaine, other psychostimulants, 

hallucinogens, and volatile solvents, whereas caffeine  and tobacco 

are excluded; 

“radar” means a radio detection device which provides information on 

range, azimuth or elevation of objects;  

“radio mandatory zone (RMZ)” means an airspace of defined dimensions 

wherein the carriage and operation of radio equipment is 

mandatory; 

“radio navigation service” means a service providing guidance 

information or position data for the efficient and safe operation of 

aircraft supported by one or more radio navigation aids; 

“radiotelephony” means a form of radio communication primarily 

intended for the exchange of information in the form of speech; 

“rapid exit taxiway” means a taxiway connected to a runway at an acute 

angle and designed to allow landing aeroplanes to turn off at 

higher speeds than are achieved on other exit taxiways thereby 

minimising runway occupancy times; 

“Register of Aircraft Mortgages” means the Register of Aircraft 

Mortgages kept by the Department under the Mortgaging of 

Aircraft Order 1972  as applied to the Isle of Man by the Civil 

Aviation (Subordinate Legislation) (Application) Order 200610; 

“remote pilot”, in relation to a small unmanned aircraft, is an individual 

who — 

(a) operates the flight controls of the small unmanned aircraft 

by manual use of remote controls; or 

                                                      
10 SD No. 909/06 
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(b) when the small unmanned aircraft is flying automatically, 

monitors its course and is able to intervene and change its 

course by operating its flight controls; 

“remuneration” means money or other financial compensation; 

“repetitive flight plan” means a flight plan related to a series of frequently 

recurring, regularly operated individual flights with identical basic 

features, submitted by an operator  for  retention and repetitive use 

by ATS units; 

“reporting point” means a specified geographical location in relation to 

which the position of an aircraft can be reported; 

“restricted area” means an airspace of defined dimensions, above the land 

areas or territorial waters of a State, within which the flight of 

aircraft is restricted in accordance with certain specified conditions; 

“rigid airship” means an airship in which the envelope is supported by 

an internal framework rather than by being kept in shape by the 

pressure of the lifting gas within the envelope; 

“rotorcraft” means a power-driven heavier-than-air aircraft supported in 

flight by the reactions of the air on one or more rotors; 

“route segment” means a route or portion of route usually flown without 

an intermediate stop; 

“runway” means a defined rectangular area on a land aerodrome 

prepared for the landing and take-off of aircraft;  

“runway condition assessment matrix (RCAM)” means a matrix that 

allows the assessment of the runway condition code (RWYCC), 

using associated procedures, from a set of observed runway surface 

conditions and pilot report of braking action; 

“runway condition code (RWYCC)” means a number, to be used in the 

runway condition report (RCR), that describes the effect of the 

runway surface condition on aeroplane deceleration performance 

and lateral control;  

“runway condition report (RCR)” means a comprehensive standardised 

report relating to the conditions of the runway surface and their 

effects on the aeroplane landing and take-off performance, 

described by means of runway conditions code; 

“runway-end safety area (RESA)” means an area symmetrical about the 

runway centre line and adjacent to the end of the strip primarily 

intended to reduce the risk of damage to an aeroplane 

undershooting or overrunning the runway; 

“runway-holding position” means a designated position intended to 

protect a runway, an obstacle limitation surface, or an instrument 

landing system (ILS)/microwave landing system (MLS) critical 
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or/sensitive area at which taxiing aircraft and vehicles are to stop 

and hold, unless otherwise authorised by the aerodrome control 

tower; 

“runway strip” means a defined area including the runway and stopway, 

if provided, intended to — 

(a) reduce the risk of damage to aircraft running off a runway; 

(b) protect aircraft flying over it during take-off or landing 

operations; 

“runway surface condition” means a description of the condition of the 

runway surface used in the RCR which establishes the basis for the 

determination of the RWYCC for aeroplane performance purposes; 

“runway surface condition descriptors” means one of the following 

substances on the surface of the runway — 

(a) compacted snow: snow that has been compacted into a solid 

mass such that aeroplane tyres, at operating pressures and 

loadings, will run on the surface without significant further 

compaction or rutting of the surface; 

(b) dry snow: snow from which a snowball cannot readily be 

made; 

(c) frost: ice crystals formed from airborne moisture on a 

surface whose temperature is at or below freezing; frost 

differs from ice in that frost crystals grow independently 

and therefore, have a more granular texture; 

(d) ice: water that has frozen or compacted snow that has 

transitioned into ice in cold and dry conditions;  

(e) slush: snow that is so water-saturated that water will drain 

from it when a handful is picked up or will splatter if 

stepped on forcefully;  

(f) standing water: water of depth greater than 3 mm; 

(g) wet ice: ice with water on top of it or ice that is melting;  

(h) wet snow: snow that contains enough water to be able to 

make a well compacted, solid snowball, but water will not 

squeeze out; 

“runway type” means an instrument runway or a non-instrument 

runway; 

“runway visual range (RVR)” means the range over which the pilot of an 

aircraft on the centre line of a runway can see the runway surface 

markings or the lights delineating the runway or identifying its 

centre line; 
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“safety” means the state in which risks associated with aviation activities, 

related to, or in direct support of the operation of aircraft, are 

reduced and controlled to an acceptable level; 

“safety management system” means a systematic approach to managing 

safety, including the necessary organisational structures, 

accountabilities, responsibilities, policies and procedures; 

“safety risk” means the predicted probability and severity of the 

consequences or outcomes of a hazard; 

“safety-sensitive personnel” means persons who might endanger 

aviation safety if they perform their duties and functions 

improperly, including crew members, aircraft maintenance 

personnel, aerodrome operations personnel, rescue, fire-fighting 

and maintenance personnel, personnel allowed unescorted access 

to the movement area and air traffic controllers; 

“sailplane” means a heavier-than-air aircraft which is supported in flight 

by the dynamic reaction of the air against its fixed lifting surfaces, 

the free flight of which does not depend on an engine, including 

also hang gliders, paragliders and other comparable craft; 

“scheduled journey” means one of a series of journeys which are 

undertaken between the same two places and which together 

amount to a systematic service; 

“secondary surveillance radar (SSR)” means a surveillance radar system 

which uses transmitters/receivers (interrogators) and 

transponders; 

“self-launching motor glider” means a heavier than air power driven 

aeroplane with the characteristics of a non-power-driven glider 

that is fitted with one or more power units and that is designed or 

intended to take off under its own power; 

“self-propelled hang-glider” means a hang glider equipped with a 

mechanical propulsion device that — 

(a) is foot launched; 

(b) has a stall speed or minimum steady flight speed in the 

landing configuration not exceeding 35 knots calibrated 

airspeed; and 

(c) has a maximum unladen mass, including full fuel, of 70 kg; 

“self-sustaining glider”  means a glider that is fitted with one or more 

power units capable of sustaining the aircraft in flight but which is 

not designed or intended to take off under its own power;  

“semi-rigid airship” means an airship which has a stiff keel supporting 

the main envelope along its length, which may be partially flexible 
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or articulated and may be located inside or outside the main 

envelope, the outer shape of which is maintained by gas pressure; 

“serious incident” means an incident involving circumstances indicating 

that there was a high probability of an accident and is associated 

with the operation of an aircraft, which in the case of a manned 

aircraft, takes place between the time any person boards the aircraft 

with the intention of flight until such time as all such persons have 

disembarked, or in the case of an unmanned aircraft, takes place 

between the time the aircraft is ready to move with the purpose of 

flight until such time it comes to rest at the end of the flight and the 

primary propulsion system is shut down;  

“SIGMET information” means information issued by a meteorological 

watch office concerning the occurrence or expected occurrence of 

specified en-route weather phenomena which may affect the safety 

of aircraft operations; 

“signal area” means an area on an aerodrome used for the display of 

ground signals; 

“significant point” means a specified geographical location used in 

defining an ATS route or the flight path of an aircraft and for other 

navigation and ATS purposes; 

“single-seat deregulated aeroplane” means a non-Part 21 aircraft, other 

than an unmanned aircraft, which is designed to carry not more 

than one person, which has — 

(a) a maximum take-off mass not exceeding — 

(i) 300kg for a landplane (or 390kg for a landplane of 

which at least 51% was built by an amateur, or non-

profit making association of amateurs (“the 

association”), for the amateur or the association’s 

own purposes and without any commercial 

objective, in respect of which a permit to fly issued 

by the UK CAA was in force prior to 1st January 

2003); 

(ii) 330kg for an amphibian or floatplane; or 

(iii) 315kg for a landplane equipped with an airframe 

mounted total recovery parachute system; and 

(b) a stalling speed, or minimum steady flight speed in the 

landing configuration, at the maximum take-off mass not 

exceeding 35 knots calibrated airspeed; 

“slippery wet runway” means a wet runway whose surface friction 

characteristics for a significant portion of it have been determined 

to be degraded; 
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“small unmanned aircraft” means any unmanned aircraft, other than a 

balloon or a kite, having a mass of not more than 25 kilograms 

without its fuel but including any articles or equipment installed in 

or attached to the aircraft at the commencement of its flight;  

“SNOWTAM” means a special series NOTAM given in a standard format, 

which provides a surface condition report notifying the presence or 

cessation of conditions due to snow, ice, slush, frost or water 

associated with snow, slush, ice, or frost on the movement area; 

“special VFR flight” means a VFR flight cleared by air traffic control to 

operate within a control zone in meteorological conditions below 

VMC;  

“specially prepared winter runway” means a runway with a dry frozen 

surface of compacted snow or ice, or both, which has been treated 

with sand or grit or has been mechanically treated to improve 

runway friction; 

“standard instrument arrival” means a designated instrument flight rule 

(IFR) arrival route linking a significant point, normally on an ATS 

route, with a point from which a published instrument approach 

procedure can be commenced; 

“standard instrument departure” means a designated instrument flight 

rule (IFR) departure route linking the aerodrome or a specified 

runway of the aerodrome with a specified significant point, 

normally on a designated ATS route, at which the en-route phase 

of a flight commences; 

“State aircraft” means an aircraft carrying out military, customs, police, 

search and rescue, fire-fighting, coastguard or similar activities or 

services; 

“State of Origin” means the State in the territory of which the 

consignment is first to be loaded on an aircraft;  

“State of Registry” means the state on whose register the aircraft is 

entered;  

“State of the aircraft operator” means the State in which the aircraft 

operator’s principal place of business is located or, if there is no 

such place of business, the aircraft operator’s permanent residence; 

“stopway” means a defined rectangular area on the ground at the end of 

take-off run available prepared as a suitable area in which an 

aircraft can be stopped in the case of an abandoned take-off; 

“strayed aircraft” means an aircraft which has deviated significantly from 

its intended track or which reports that it is lost; 

“surveillance radar” means radar equipment used to determine the 

position of an aircraft in range and azimuth; 
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“take-off distance available (TODA)” means the length of the take-off 

run available plus the length of the clearway, if provided; 

“take-off run available (TORA)” means the length of runway declared 

available and suitable for the ground run of an aeroplane taking 

off; 

“taxiing” means movement of an aircraft on the surface of an aerodrome 

or an operating site under its own power, excluding take-off and 

landing; 

“taxiway” means a defined path on a land aerodrome established for the 

taxiing of aircraft and intended to provide a link between one part 

of the aerodrome and another, including — 

(a) aircraft stand taxilane; 

(b) apron taxiway; 

(c) rapid exit taxiway; 

“Technical Instructions” means the Technical Instructions for the Safe 

Transport of Dangerous Goods by Air (Doc 9284), approved and 

issued periodically in accordance with the procedure established 

by the International Civil Aviation Organisation Council and 

applied to the Island by the Civil Aviation (Safe Transport of 

Dangerous Goods by Air) Order 202011; 

“territory” means the land areas and territorial waters adjacent thereto 

under the sovereignty, suzerainty, protection or mandate of a State; 

“threshold” means the beginning of that portion of the runway usable for 

landing; 

“tilt rotor” means a power lift aircraft capable of vertical take-off, vertical 

landing and sustained low-speed flight which depends, 

principally, on engine-driven rotors mounted on tiltable nacelles 

for the lift during these flight regimes and on nonrotating 

aerofoil(s) for lift during high-speed flight; 

“total estimated elapsed time” means — 

(a) for IFR flights, the estimated time required from take-off to 

arrive over that designated point, defined by reference to 

navigation aids, from which it is intended that an 

instrument approach procedure will be commenced, or, if 

no navigation aid is associated with the destination 

aerodrome, to arrive over the destination aerodrome; 

(b) for VFR flights, the estimated time required from take-off to 

arrive over the destination aerodrome; 

“touring motor glider” means, a self-launching motor glider which — 

                                                      
11 SD No. 2020/0138. 
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(a) has one or more integrally mounted, non-retractable power 

units; 

(b) has one or more non-retractable propellers; and 

(c) is designed or intended to take off under its own power; 

“track” means the projection on the earth’s surface of the path of an 

aircraft, the direction of which path at any point is usually 

expressed in degrees from North (true, magnetic or grid); 

“traffic avoidance advice” means an advice provided by an air traffic 

services unit specifying manoeuvres to assist a pilot to avoid a 

collision; 

“traffic information” means information issued by an air traffic services 

unit to alert a pilot to other known or observed air traffic which 

may be in proximity to the position or intended route of flight and 

to help the pilot avoid a collision; 

“transfer of control point” means a defined point located along the flight 

path of an aircraft, at which the responsibility for providing air 

traffic control service to the aircraft is transferred from one control 

unit or control position to the next; 

“transition altitude” means the altitude at or below which the vertical 

position of an aircraft is controlled by reference to altitudes; 

“transition level” means the lowest flight level available for use above the 

transition altitude; 

“transitional aircraft” means an aircraft which is awaiting a commercial 

lease or sale;  

“transponder mandatory zone (TMZ)” means an airspace of defined 

dimensions wherein the carriage and operation of pressure-

altitude reporting transponders is mandatory; 

“type A instrument approach operation” means an instrument approach 

operation with a minimum descent height or decision height at or 

above 75 m (250 ft); 

“type B instrument approach operation” means an instrument approach 

operation with a decision height below 75 m (250 ft). Type B 

instrument approach operations are categorised as follows — 

(a) Category I (CAT I): a decision height not lower than 60 m 

(200 ft) and with either a visibility not less than 800 m or a 

runway visual range not less than 550 m; 

(b) Category II (CAT II): a decision height lower than 60 m (200 

ft), but not lower than 30 m (100 ft) and a runway visual 

range not less than 300 m; 
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(c) Category IIIA (CAT IIIA): a decision height lower than 30 m 

(100 ft) or no decision height and a runway visual range not 

less than 175 m; 

(d) Category IIIB (CAT IIIB): a decision height lower than 15 m 

(50 ft) or no decision height and a runway visual range less 

than 175 m, but not less than 50 m; 

(e)  Category IIIC (CAT IIIC): no decision height and no runway 

visual range limitation;  

"UK CAA” means the United Kingdom Civil Aviation Authority; 

“unidentified aircraft” means an aircraft which has been observed or 

reported to be operating in a given area but whose identity has not 

been established; 

“unit load device” means any type of freight container, aircraft container, 

aircraft pallet with a net, or aircraft pallet with a net over an igloo, 

but does not include an overpack; 

“unmanned free balloon” means a non-power-driven, unmanned, 

lighter-than-air aircraft in free flight; 

“UN number” means the four-digit number assigned by the United 

Nations Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous 

Goods and on the Globally Harmonized System of Classification 

and Labelling of Chemicals to identify an article or substance or a 

particular group of articles or substances;  

“valuable consideration” means a right, interest, profit or benefit, 

forbearance, detriment, loss or responsibility accruing, given, 

suffered or undertaken under an agreement that is of more than a 

nominal nature; 

“VFR” means the symbol used to designate the visual flight rules; 

“VFR flight” means a flight conducted in accordance with the visual flight 

rules; 

“visibility” means visibility for aeronautical purposes which is the greater 

of — 

(a) the greatest distance at which a black object of suitable 

dimensions, situated near the ground, can be seen and 

recognised when observed against a bright background; 

(b) the greatest distance at which lights in the vicinity of 1 000 

candelas can be seen and identified against an unlit 

background; 
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"visiting force” means any such body, contingent or detachment of the 

forces of any country as is a visiting force for the purposes of the 

Visiting Forces Act 195212 — 

(a)  which apply to that country by virtue of section 1(1)(a) of 

that Act; or  

(b)  which from time to time apply to that country by virtue of 

section 1(1)(b) and of any Order in Council made or 

hereafter to be made under section 1 designating that 

country for the purposes of that Act following section 2(2) 

of that Act; 

“visual aids” means indicators and signalling devices, markings, lights, 

signs and markers or combinations thereof; 

“visual meteorological conditions” mean meteorological conditions 

expressed in terms of visibility, distance from cloud, and ceiling, 

equal to or better than specified minima; 

“visual traffic pattern” means — 

(a)  the aerodrome traffic zone of the aerodrome; or  

(b)  in the case of an aerodrome which is not notified for the 

purposes of rule 9 of the Civil Aviation (Rules of the Air) 

Order 202113, the airspace which would comprise the 

aerodrome traffic zone of the aerodrome if it were so 

notified; 

“VMC” means the symbol used to designate visual meteorological 

conditions;  

“wet runway” means a runway whose surface is covered by any visible 

dampness or water up to and including 3 mm deep within the area 

intended to be used; and 

“with the surface in sight” means with the flight crew being able to see 

sufficient surface features or surface illumination to enable flight 

crew to maintain the aircraft in a desired attitude without reference 

to any flight instrument. 

(2) Aircraft shall be classified in accordance with the Classification of Aircraft 

table in the Schedule.] 

5 Revocation, suspension and variation of approvals, permissions, 

[14certificates,] exemptions and other documents   

(1) Where the Department has reason to believe that there has been a non-

compliance, which may have given rise to an unacceptable reduction in 

                                                      
12 1952 c. 67  
13 SD No. 2021/0184 
14 Inserted by SD 2022/0075 
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safety, the Department may provisionally suspend or vary an approval, 

permission, [15certificate,] exemption or other document issued or granted 

by the Department pending due inquiry into or consideration of the case. 

(2) The Department may after due inquiry [16cancel,] revoke, suspend or vary 

any such approval, permission, [17certificate,] exemption or other 

document where it has been shown to its satisfaction that there was a non-

compliance which caused, or had the potential to cause, an unacceptable 

reduction in safety. 

(3) A person acting otherwise than in accordance with a condition subject to 

which an approval, permission, [18certificate,] exemption or other 

document has been issued or granted, in the absence of provision to the 

contrary in the document, renders the approval, permission, [19certificate,] 

exemption or other document invalid while so acting. 

6 Conduct of the Department    

(1) Subject to paragraph (6), where an application for the grant or variation 

of an approval [20or certificate] has been refused or has been granted in 

terms other than those requested by the applicant, the Department must 

serve on the applicant a notice stating the reasons for the decision, and the 

applicant may within 14 days after the date of service of that notice 

request that the case be reviewed by the Department.   

(2) [21Subject to paragraph (6), where it is proposed to — 

(a) cancel the registration of an aircraft on the grounds that it would 

be inexpedient in the public interest for it to continue to be 

registered in the Isle of Man; or 

(b)  revoke, suspend or vary an approval or certificate otherwise than 

on the application of the holder,  

the Department must serve on the person concerned notice of the proposal 

together with the reasons for it, and the person concerned may within 14 

days after the date of service of that notice, serve on the Department a 

request that the Department consider their representations with respect to 

the proposal.] 

(3) Where a person makes a request under paragraph (1) or (2), the 

Department must, before making a decision - 

                                                      
15 Inserted by SD 2022/0075 
16 Inserted by SD 2022/0075 
17 Inserted by SD 2022/0075 
18 Inserted by SD 2022/0075 
19 Inserted by SD 2022/0075 
20 Inserted by SD 2022/0075 
21 Paragraph substituted by SD 2022/0075 
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(a) consider any representations made by that person in writing within 

14 days after the date of service of the Department's notice under 

that paragraph; and  

(b) where, in those representations, they have requested the 

opportunity to make oral representations, afford them an 

opportunity of being heard by a person appointed by the 

Department, and consider the report of that person.  

(4) A person appointed under paragraph (3) shall sit with such technical 

assessors as the Department may appoint.  

(5) No person who participated in the original decision or proposal which is 

to be the subject of the Department's decision shall - 

(a) be appointed under paragraph (3)(b) or (4); or  

(b) participate in the decision of the Department.   

(6) Nothing in this article prevents the Department from provisionally 

[22cancelling the registration of an aircraft or provisionally] suspending or 

varying any approval [23or certificate] granted or having effect, pending 

inquiry into or consideration of the case pursuant to article 5. 

7 Reasons for decisions   

Where the Department makes a decision pursuant to article 6(3) it shall be the 

duty of the Department to serve a statement of its reasons for the decision on the 

person concerned.  

8 Safety directives   

(1) The Department may direct by means of a safety directive that an activity 

is prohibited, or must be limited or is subject to specified conditions.  

(2) A safety directive must state - 

(a) the reason for its issue;  

(b) its applicability and duration; and  

(c) the action required.  

(3) A safety directive may only be issued in the interest of assuring aviation 

safety. 

(4) A safety directive may be issued either orally or in writing; where an oral 

directive is issued it must be promptly confirmed in writing.  

(5) A person or class of person to which a safety directive is made must 

comply with the directive. 

                                                      
22 Inserted by SD2022/0075 
23 Inserted by SD2022/0075 
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(6) A safety directive shall have immediate effect and shall remain valid for 

the period specified in the directive unless revoked or suspended by the 

Department.   

9 Service of documents  

(1) Anything required to be served on any person must be set out in a notice 

in writing which may be served by - 

(a) delivering it to that person in person; 

(b) leaving it at that person’s proper address; 

(c) sending it by post to that person’s proper address; or  

(d) sending it by electronic means which produce a document 

containing a text of the communication, in which event the 

document must be regarded as served when it is received. 

(2) In the case of a body corporate, any such notice or document may be 

served on a director of that body or on any other officer or employee of 

that body who is authorised to accept service of such notices or documents 

on its behalf.  

(3) A provision that requires the giving of information to the Department in 

writing may be met by means of an electronic communication if the use of 

such a communication results in the information contained in it being 

available to the Department in all material respects as it would appear if 

given or sent in printed form. 

(4) For the purposes of this article the proper address of any person is - 

(a)  in the case of a body corporate, the registered or principal office of 

that body; 

(b) and in any other case be the last known address of the place of 

abode or business of the person to be served.  

 

[249A Documents to be submitted in English language  

(1) All documentation, written communications and electronic data 

submitted to the Department by a person, in support of an application for 

registration, approval, permission, certificate or exemption must be in the 

English language. 

(2) If a submission requires the inclusion of a document that is in a foreign 

language, a person must ensure that the foreign language document is 

accompanied by an English translation which the translator must certify 

as being a true translation.] 

                                                      
24 Inserted by SD 2022/0075 
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10 Prohibitions in relation to documents [25] 

(1) A person must not with intent to deceive - 

(a) use an approval, permission, [26certificate,] exemption or other 

document issued or required that has been forged, altered, 

[27cancelled,] revoked or suspended, or to which the person is not 

entitled;   

(b) lend an approval, permission, [28certificate,] exemption or other 

document issued or having effect or required to, or allow it to be 

used by, any other person; or   

(c) make a false representation for the purpose of procuring for a 

person the grant, issue, renewal or variation of any such approval, 

permission, [29certificate,] exemption or other document.   

(2) In paragraph (1) a reference to an approval, permission, [30certificate,] 

exemption or other document includes a copy or purported copy.   

(3) A person must not intentionally damage, alter or render illegible - 

(a) a document [31] required to be [32kept]; or  

(b) an entry made in such a document [33]. 

(4) A person must not - 

(a) knowingly make, or procure or assist in the making of, a false entry 

in, or material omission from, a document [34] referred to in 

paragraph (3); or 

(b) destroy any such a document [35] during the period for which it is 

required to be kept. 

11 Approval of persons to supply reports  

(1) In relation to any of its functions under any relevant provision the 

Department may approve a person as qualified to supply reports to it and 

may accept such reports.  

(2) An approval granted under paragraph (1) may only be granted if the 

Department is satisfied the person is competent having regard to that 

person’s knowledge and experience. 

                                                      
25 Words omitted by SD 2022/0075 
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27 Inserted by SD 2022/0075 
28 Inserted by SD 2022/0075 
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(3) An approval may be granted for one or more persons.  

(4) An approval has immediate effect and remains valid for the period 

specified in the approval unless revoked or suspended by the 

Department. 

 

[3611A  Services withheld from outstanding debtors 

The Department may withhold the provision of services from outstanding debtors until 

such time as the debt has been settled.] 

12 Offences and penalties  

(1) Subject to paragraphs (2) and (3), a person who contravenes any of the 

requirements imposed - 

(a) under article 10(1), (3) or (4) commits an offence and is liable - 

(i) on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding level 4  on 

the standard scale; or 

(ii) on conviction on information, to a fine or to a term of 

custody not exceeding two years, or to both; 

(b) under article 8(5) commits an offence and is liable - 

(i) on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding level 5 on 

the standard scale; or 

(ii) on conviction on information, to a fine or to a term of 

custody not exceeding five years, or to both.  

(2) A person is not to be taken to have contravened a provision specified in 

paragraph (1) if the person proves that - 

(b) the contravention occurred without the person’s consent or 

connivance; and  

(a) the person exercised all due diligence to prevent the contravention. 

(3) If it is proved that an act or omission of a person that would otherwise 

have been a contravention by the person of a provision specified in 

paragraph (1) was due to any cause not avoidable by the exercise of 

reasonable care by the person, the act or omission is to be taken not to be 

a contravention by the person of the provision. 

13 Transitional provisions  

Any action commenced under regulation 6 of the Civil Aviation Authority 

Regulations 199137, as they have effect in the Island, corresponding to the 

provisions of this Order and not yet completed before the coming into operation 

of this Order, continues under those Regulations.   

                                                      
36 Inserted by SD 2022/0075 
37 SI 1991 No. 1672, as applied to the Island by SD 909/06 
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MADE 3RD JUNE 2020 

LAURENCE SKELLY 

Minister for Enterprise 
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38SCHEDULE 

CLASSIFICATION OF AIRCRAFT 

1. Aircraft shall be classified in accordance with the following table.    
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AIRCRAFT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lighter-than-

air aircraft 

 

 

Non-power-

driven 

 

Free balloon  

Spherical free balloon  

Non-spherical free 

balloon  

 

 

Captive Balloon  

Spherical captive 

balloon  

 

Non-spherical 

captive balloon1  

 

 

Power-

driven  

 

Airship  

Rigid airship  

Semi-rigid airship   

 Non-rigid airship   

  

Non-power-

driven2  

Glider3  Land glider  

 Sea glider4   

 Kite5   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Power-

driven  

 

 

Aeroplane7  

Landplane6  

Seaplane4  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heavier-than-

air aircraft  

Amphibian4  

Self-launching motor 

glider8 

 

 

Power lift  

Tilt rotor  

Direct thrust  

 

 

 

Rotorcraft  

 

 Gyroplane 

Land gyroplane6 

Sea gyroplane4 

Amphibian 

gyroplane4 

 

Helicopter   

Land helicopter6 

Sea helicopter4 

Amphibian 

helicopter4 

 

Ornithopter  

Land ornithopter 6  

Sea ornithopter4  

Amphibian 

ornithopter4 

 

1  Generally designated ‘kite-balloon’.  

2  Heavier than air aircraft with power units designed only to sustain flight and that are not used to take off are 

categorised as “non-power driven” 

3  Includes “hang gliders”, “self-sustaining gliders” and “self-propelled hang gliders”  

4  “Float” or “boat” may be added as appropriate  

5  For the purpose of completeness only 

6  Includes aircraft equipped with ski-type landing gear (substitute “ski” for “land”) 
7  Includes “microlight aeroplanes” 
8  Includes “touring motor gliders” 
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2.  An unmanned aircraft having a mass of not more than 25 kilograms39 shall be 

classified as a small unmanned aircraft. 

 

3. All other aircraft intended to be operated with no pilot on board shall be further 

classified as unmanned.] 

 

 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the Order) 

This Order makes provision for instruments made under the Airports and Civil 

Aviation Act 1987 in relation to common administration provisions. 

Articles 3 and 4 provide for the meaning of terms used in an instrument to which this 

Order applies.  

Article 5 provides for the Department to revoke, suspend and vary documents. 

Articles 6 and 7 prescribe the procedure to be followed by the Department in connection 

with decisions to be taken by the Department and the right for a person to request a 

review.  

Article 8 provides for the Department to issue a directive in the interests of aviation 

safety. 

Articles 9 prescribes the manner in which documents are to be served.  

Article 10 provides for the protection of documents and records. 

Article 11 provides for the Department to approve a person to supply reports.  

Article 12 provides for failure to comply with the provisions of the Order to be an 

offence and sets out the penalties. 

Article 13 introduces transitional provisions. 

 

                                                      
39 Definition of ‘small unmanned aircraft’ Civil Aviation (Miscellaneous Provisions) Order 2020 SD No. 

2020/0134 
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