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THE LEGAL AID ACT 1986

THE LEGAL AID (MATRIMONIAL PROCEEDINGS) REGULATIONS 1997

Approved by T ynwald 1997

Coming into operation 1997

paragraph 2 of Schedule 2 to, the Legal Aid Act 19862, and of al] other enabling powers, the
following Regulations are hereby made:-

Citation, commencement and interpretation

@) In these Regulations -
“the Act” means the Legal Aid Act 1986;

“ancillary relief” means any relief under Part 2 of the Matrimonia] Proceedings Act
2003,

“matrimonial proceedings” means proceedings for a decree of divorce or judicial
Separation;
Restriction on grant of legal aid

2. Subject to regulation 3, legal aid may be given in matrimonial Proceedings only
where -

(a) the cause is defended or legal aid is sought for the purpose of defending the
cause; or

(b) the petition is directed to be heard in open court; or

(c) by reason of physical or mental incapacity, it is Impracticable for the
applicant to proceed without legal aid.

Exceptions

3 Notwithstanding regulation 2, legal ajd may be given for the purpose of making or
opposing an application -

(a) for an injunction;
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(b) for ancillary relief (but not for the purpose only of inserting a prayer for
ancillary relief in the petition);

(c) for an order under section 9 of the Family Law Act 1991° (orders relating to
minors) (but not for the purpose only of making an application for such an

order where there is no reason to believe that the application will be
opposed);

or for the purpose of making or opposing any other application, or satisfying the court on any
other matter, which raises a substantia] question for determination by the court.

Remuneration

4, Revoked by Civil Legal Aid Order 208/99

Revocations

5. The Regulations specified in Schedule 2 are revoked.

Transitional provision

6. Nothing in these Regulations applies in relation to legal aid given pursuant to a legal
aid certificate granted before the coming in to operation of these Regulations.
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Regulation 4(1).

SCHEDULE 1
FIXED COSTS
Revoked by Legal Aid Order 1999
Regulation 5.
SCHEDULE 2
REGULATIONS REVOKED
Reference Title
GC 222/86 The Legal Aid (Matrimonial Proceedings) Regulations 1986
GC 324/89 The Legal Aid (Matrimonial Proceedings) (Amendment) Regulations
1989.
GC 380/91 The Legal Aid (Matrimonial Proceedings) JAmendment) Regulations
1991,
SD 239/93 The Legal Aid (Matrimonial Proceedings) (Amendment) Regulations
1993
MADE 1997

Members of the Legal Aid Committee

EXPLANATORY NOTE
(This note is not part of the Regulations.)

These Regulations restrict the grant of legal aid for divorce or judicial separation to
cases where the petition is defended or directed to be heard in open court, or one of the
parties is incapacitated. Legal aid may however be granted for applications for an injunction
or maintenance or orders relating to children. Fixed scales of costs are prescribed for such

applications. They revoke and replace the Legal Aid (Matrimonial Proceedings) Regulations
1986 as amended.



