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CASTLETOWN

a conservation study




Introduction

The original Douglas at my feet, around the harbour, is a small
fishing port, not half so beautiful as Castletown further down this
eastern coast — Castletown with its magnificent medieval-moated
and turreted castle, its box-pewed, three-deckered, still unspoilt
church, its exciting stone police station b}' Baillie Scott, and its

D_lonc m;umn to Gwemur Smelt. | Sir th_n Beq:man |

Historical note

The prospects for successful
conservation of the historic centre of
Castletown are encouraging.

All the positive 1ingredients are
present.

The Castletown local plan and written
statement of the D.L.G.E., adopted by
Tynwald in 1991, includes an
imaginative conservation plan and
policy statement.

Its vision is evidence of the positive
outlook of the people of Castletown,

and their understanding of the
implications of the document.

The conservation Area is well defined,
yet it is such that it could encourage
extended conservation beyond the
boundaries.

Successive pgenerations, custodians of
this wunique town, have shown an
intrinsic respect for its delicate
structure.

The scope of the adopted conservation
plan guarantees the continuing
development  of the town, whilst
protecting its essential character.

It is hoped this study will stimulate a
special interest in the value of
conservation in Castletown, and that
young people will take an active
interest in conservation work where it
occurs.

In this way the future of Castletown,
with its unique character, is assured.



Castle Rushen, founded c 1190, is the
jewel in the beautiful setting which is
Castletown.

Since the Norsemen, and up to 1869,
Castletown was Capital of Mann.

Long before the establishment of
Douglas, it was the centre of trading
and maritime activity onm the island.

Home of the Earls of Derby, the Castle
Rushen enjoys commanding views over
Castletown Bay, and northwards to
Derbyhaven.

The town 1is built of the same local
limestone as the Castle.

The narrow streets radiate from the
Castle and the Parade, to form a town
of great character and charm.

Until Victorian times this unique
settlement underwent 1little change.
Despite peripheral development in more
modern times, the essential Castletown
remains, to be enjoyed, and to be
preserved.

Histories of Castletown abound. This
brief note is simply a sketch of a most
individual town, which has survived and
flourished, despite its role in
successive military struggles,
invasions and political strife.

A legacy of the history of Castletown
is a number of significant buildings
which have survived the ravages of
time.

The importance of these buildings is
recognised by Government, and they are
protected by legislation, in the form
of The Town and Country Planning Act
1991.

The layout, structure and scale of
Castletown make it most suitable for
conservation measures.

The predominance of local limestone and
slate, symbols of permanence, is
pleasantly relieved by rendered
building, many of these painted.

Some smaller cottages are whitewashed.
There is a marked absence of brick,
other than tiny applications.

The balance of these finishes is
agreeable. They represent individual
expressions in the normal development
of the town.

Unlike many English and European
medieval towns, where Castle or
Cathedral is suffocated by the demsity
of the town, Castletown displays its
Castle with style and dignity.

The quality of the surrounding
buildings is good. a mood of
expectation is created when one enters
the precinct.

'he Parade is a perfect foil for the
Castle. A tranquil Georgian square, it
is at once a terminus and a crossroads
for all the routes into the centre.

lhese slender routes, small scale, have
a consistent quality which could easily
be disturbed by insensitive development
of some derelict houses.

The style and scale are so distinct
that there would be little difficulty
in knowing how to tackle an individual
case of restoration, or the replacement
of a building beyond repair.

Specialist advice would probably
confirm the obvious, but the process of
applying for Planning and Building Bye-
Laws approvals is, nevertheless,
essential.



Conservation

Conservatlon, in 1its simplest terms,
means keeping something entire by
protecting it from damage or
deterioration; by preservation.

This may involve judicious maintenance,
partial renewal, the removal of
damaging axternal influences, or
:pucfnl protection against such
threats.

Conservation of a region or a town can
be & complax matter, requiring stud

and coordinated effort. Individun{
buildings may require restoration in
varying degrees, to achieve visual
harmony, and a convincing result. A
designated conservation area is the
essential first step.

Every town, village and hamlet has its
individual character. Some demolition
and renewal may, in some cases, be the
appropriate treatment, depending on tha
age and condition. A place of quality
can be diminished or destroyed by
neglect, indiscriminate development and
renewal, or inappropriate decoration
and other surface treatment.

Correct restoration, based on
historical knowledge and technical
advice can conserve the essential
character.

Conservation is a specialist field, but
can be practised by everyons, given the
guidlines.

Conservation inm towns, generally the
town centre, or the "old town", becomes
mora and more an exterior business.

Essential changes of use of buildings
to say residentisl or office space
rander much interior conservation
difficult, 4if not impossible. Such
change of use, however can often mean
the difference between saving or losing
a facada.

Banks and other users of office space
may, therafore, be seen as partners in
the work of conservation, and their
role should be recognised, and
applauded.

It is good fortune if a disused
camatery becomes a park, a residence
becomes a public building, or a church
becomes a museum or a library.

Provisions in the Planning Acts ensure

uniformity of procedures, and sultable

avanues for compromise.

Governmant directives, guidelines,

tachnical and other advice would issues

;hfnggh the Planning Depertment of the
® " IEI

A scheme of financial {incentives 1is
assential. It reflects the social
importance of conservation.

The duty to conserve urban and rural
places of quallity, of historical and
cultural interest on the Island is now
widely recognised. Successes have been
achievaed.

Spactacular results throughout the
fritish Isles and Europe are evidence
of the importance of cultural heritage,
and the threats to which it is prey.

Bad results, equally, can be seen, dus
to any number of causes.

Not the least of these can ba a "late
start" after too much has bean lost.

The constructive work of conservation
is an essential defence against the
ravages of man, time and the alemanta.

Conservation, 4in the fuller sense,
could involve & structural assessment
to detarmine the need for any special
support, which might include work to
foundations; or an architectural study
to confirm the historical authenticity
of the whole building. This could
raveal late additions or removals, or
alterations which  might now be
corrected. Various forms of restoration
could then be specified, embracing a
full range of crafts and specialists
skills, d1including perhaps chemical
treatment of timbers, provision of
ambient heating etc.

Following Bullding Bye-Laws Approvals,
and any necessary FPlanning conseants,
restoration work could proceed.

Such a restored bullding might, of
necessity, have structural steal
supports, modern techniques employed to
stam deterioration of the fabric, or
replica replacement of parts.

The results of conservation, howaver,
are greatly enhanced where original
materials and [features can be re-used,
or savad from contemporaneous buildings
which had been lost.

This tends to work more successfully
with brick, stone, slates, ironworks
atc. than say with featured structural
timbers, windows, doors etc.

Replica jolnery and decorative plaster
work can be successful, if carefully
datailed and executed.

Great care should be taken in the
selection and application of
reproduction features, of which there
is a wide availability.

Thesa can be useful in urban renewal
projects, where a f[lavour of a period
may be adegquate, They can be quite
unsuitable in work of faithful
restoration, especislly with elements
such as doors, windows, etc.

In & community restoration project, a
pool of old materials and fittings
would be worthwhile, as well as a
reglister of suitable craftsmen and
specialist workshops. Continual visits
to previously restored buildings can be
a valuable exercise.

Arguably the most complete town in the
Isle of Man, Castletown compares very
favourably with the better preserved
English market towns.

It has a unique charm, a distinct
individuality. It has not suffered
adversely from its subtle overlays of
architectural periods, where a Georgian
facade has undergone Victorian



"improvement'", or early refurbishment
of older houses was carried out with
good taste. These transitional
variations can, paradoxically, claim a
certain respectability, probably
because the changes in style were
gradual, and the practice was so
widespread.

Castletown has, however, escaped the
attention of the modern shopfront
specialist, the purveyor of
reproduction architectural decoration,
and the urban renewal lobby.

'he commendable restraint exercised by
building owners and shopkeepers in the
painting of their premises, and the use
of signs and modern materials has
contributed greatly to this wurbane
town.
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Within the official Written Statement
for a given region is enshrined a local
plan; to be found in these documents is
a section on conservation, and this
sets out the objectives, controls, and
a set of formal Policies for the
designated conservation Area.

Buildings of outstanding architectural
or historic interest are Registered.
This registration is an absolute
protection for a building, and any
Planning Application in respect of such
a building is processed under special
criteria.

Any building, whether registered or
not, in a Conservation Area similarly
recelves special attention by the
Planning Department. This applies to
proposed demolition of anmy building in
the conservation area, or the
redevelopment of a vacant site.

In Castletown we find a number of
widely differing buildings which are of
special architectural and historical
value, and these are the Registered
Buildings.

5

The 0ld Grammar School, formerly 5t.

Mary's chapel:
Built at the beginning of the 13th
Century, the chapel was auxiliary to
Rushen Abbey until dissolution of the
Abbey in 1540,

It is a modest, rough limestone
building, local slate roof, with some
ecclesiastical features at one side.

It continued as the town church until
1698,

It housed the Academic School, which

subsequently became King William's
College. Bishop Barrow was closely
associated with the building at this
time. It is now occupied and maintained
by Manx Heritage and National Trust
which runs a craft shop for visitors.




Bridge Housa:

Significant as the first bank in the
Isle of Man, it was established by the
Quayle family, who reslded there.
A plain, slate hung Georglan facade,
which 1is the rear elevation, faces
acroas the harbour to the Castle.

The Old House of FKays.
Built im 1820, this
Georgian House replaced an earlier
building e1700. Built as a new House of
Kevs, 1t was seat of Government until
1876 when the assembly moved to
Douglas.

subsequently used for banking, 1t was
finally, in 1973, presented by Natiomal
Westminster Bank Limited to the town of
Castletown for the use of the Town
Commissioners.,

Lorne House:

This beautiful Georgian mansion, set in,

gxotlec pardens, stands behind Bridge
Housze.

Local belief has it that King Olaf 1.

{1113 - 1153) lived on the site,

In 1727 John Taubman sold some of the
land to Captain William Fitzgerseld,'

whose widow subsequently sold it hack.

Colonel Cunninghame came to live there
shortly afterwards, following  his
marriage to Christian Taubman. He
extended the house.

After successive owners, it became the
official residence of the Lizutenant
Governor.

It is now an offlce bullding.

Tha Paraca:

This precinet contalns a number of

Rezistered Dbuildings.

Euhﬂtﬂﬂtiﬂl.

'The Castle Rushen:

Painstakingly restored, and in a superb
state of preservation, thiz limestone
tortress was founded at the turn of the
1Zth century, possibly by King Magnus,
who died there in 1256. Today it is
administered by Manx Heritage and
Hational Trust.

The Castletown Register

Bridge House (main building)} Bridge S5q.
Town Hall {main building) Market Sq.
Castle Rushen.

The Castle Arms Hotel (The Glus Pot)
The Sccial Security O0ffices.

The Police Statiom.

The Post Offica.

The Commissioners' Office.

3arclays Bank, Market Squara.

"The Parade Stores" (G & F Collister)
The Manx Cooperative Store, The Parade.
The Smelt Memorial.

No 5 The Parads.

Balcony House, The Paradas.

"The Odd Bottle"/Castle Wine Stores.
No 7 (formerly No.4) The Parade.

Thae George Hotel, The Parade.

The Isle of Man Bank, The Parade.
The Trustee Savings Bank, The Parade.
Ellan Vannin, The Quay.

Packet House, The Quay.

1 Quay Lane.

2 Quay Lane.

Garage, rear of "Clarksons",

1, Parliament Square.

1 Parliament Square.

Harbour House, 7 The Quay.

The Granary, The Quay.

.3 The Quay.

'The Church aof S5t.Mary,

This replaces an earllier church of the
SAME TNAane.
In 1824 CGovernor Smelt 1laid the
foundation stone for tha prasent
building.

It closes the vista at the end of the
Parade, and is invariably pictured with
the Doric column Smelt memorial in the
foreground.

It is Vietorian romantie Gothic in
styvle, but is important in its
position, and relationship with the
Parade.

4 The Quay.
3 The Quay.
The Soup Hitchen/The 0ld Inn,

Parliamant Lane.

3 Parliament Lanea.

1 Parllament Lane.

H.M.Coasthyard Building.

Parliament Squarea.

4 Quay Lane.

2 Parliament Sguare.

3 The Parade.

The 0ld Lifeboat House, The Quay.

3 Parliament Square.

4 Parliament Square.

Westminster House, Parliament Square.

5 Parliament Square.

Compton House, Parliament Square.
Stanley House, Castle Streat.

"Hawtous™, 5 Castle Street.

3 Castle Street.

24 Castle Street (formerly Ko.l)

Red House, 1 The Parade.

2 The Parade.

St.Mary's Church.

St. Mary's Chapel/0ld Grammar School.
The Witches Mill and attached building
{part of Mill Court) ;
Former Castletown Brewery.
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Official Policies

It is appropriate to quote here thel
policies and recomméndations containad
in the written =statement, where they
refer te conservation: !
This 1is clearly & most craative
document, designed to preserve the old
part of the town, whilst encouraging
controlled development of office,
commercial, residential and tourist
interests.

This ensures the wilgour of the town
centre 15§ not impalred, amd its
continuing attraction for all age
groups 1s secured.

3.0 CORSEEVATION AREA

¥.1 The Consepvabion Acea of Castlebown cavacs
the historie town aod was formnlly definod
Ielloving putlic weaabtinge and sonsulEstlons

9.2 The cantroplecs oFf the avad ia Casatla Aushan
whish Ag the [ocal polnt af tha radlal
stematk :
paskars,. Thasa atcesta apd tho lemes eelnkbed
k3 the herbour conteim o eipnificant
prepartion af orlginal bulldings and
gEsusEured. The pelicy Lla thewvefeoxre Ehat eha
evarall of Castlatoun should not only be
gafapuardad tot arhanced by peattivae
ACEl0NE. |

L Perticular sttention will ba poid ta the
dnaiin of poplocerant windowa, doces end
roofding materials which night detzact fzem
Eha nena,

¥.4 Ip additlon, paztleular will ba pald to:i=

L) Tha wea 4 caleus;

11) Seenat furmlitueca; L.8. strost lenpa, likeac
bing; buas shelterp gtc.; and the wenowel of

unnecesnoey sipnog

EET fdvertisomante, thelr dcales ond design

wh Vacant and I:inrnllnt buildirga amd their
fukurs woog

wilk Tress, thedr protection amd Eutuce
plantingy

wil) Teaffle;
wili) Teaatnant of padeastrian mrman.

9.5  Dorolitfon of awvan & single building which
ir iteeld may not be of archiksctural or
historic significanca and thercfore mak
Hiiuht:u:l. amd 1ts roplacemant by o new
bullding, could E:ujudi:u the charackar or
appeatence of &2 Conzervation ‘Scem.

.6

.7

G.B

H.10

Lf tha dovelopnent of a sita Following
denolition wara Eo ba lerartdl eha
proapactive developer should be sware thakb
cloon nrbention would be poid ko the denign,
locekion amd maseing of a raplocanmant
alklidicg.

The initiation of 2 achene af caplacondnt
ptreet furniture has sek standacds of design
and the use of ceclour which will fors the
taeln for fuzther sehemoo.

Uhare mppropriate the enblem of Castletowm
hap besm applied to cest-irpowerk which in
canjunccion with tho block and gold achemn
anrvan to amphasise the town's dndividuallty
and identiky.

Individunle ahonld ha sncouenged Eo ieprova
tha axkarnal appaaprones o propertias in
conjunscion with povacnsant aeslatanca,

A gepecal Loprovenant fs now beceaing
noficealble

This policy will sontirmie io the Fubita.

The mucceasful conversion of St.Hecy's
Church ta office wee has denonetrotad Ehe
woy in which radendant bulldings cdan
successfully be comverted of offiice umnm.

Tha parads oree 1o oow the centre of further
pffice davaloprent basad om the renidential
melta on the mozth-east of the Farode and
Dld tearn Enll. This e sonn ne bamaficial
im imjecking finance ints tha refurbishrent
apd naintepnnce of leportant Heglstercd

sl ldfngae.

Lt phouwld bBa mobad EhoE Eha highoat
capeanteation of Reglotered Bplldicgs in the
Ealand pk pressck L& baxad upon the aves
hatweam Ehe Castle, The Farade and Sha pas.

FOLICY

Fal3

WITIAH THE SORZERYATLON AREA A FOLICY IS
FROPOSED WIICH ARECOHMEMDS THAT #& FPECIFIC
LAKD UJES WILL BE ALLOCATED WITHEA THE AREA.
EKIS L[& TO0 FERHLT FLEXIBILITY WITH REGARD T
HIKED USEZ.

MILLCY

9,14
L)

i1]
114)

1w

Tils POLICY I8 DESIGHNED TO PEEHIT:=

THE USE OF QFFICES DR THE UFPER LEVEL OF
COMMERCIAL PREMISES, FOR EXANPLE IH ARBORY
STEEET OR HALEW STHEET)

BESIDESTIAL FLATS AROVE COHMERCTIAL PREMISEE;

DEVELOPHENT GR RESIOENTIAL/TOURIST
ACCOMODATION WHERE FEASTBLE;

NEYELOHENT OF COHHMERCIAL AMD OFFICE
SCGOMMODATICN YHERE APPAOPRIATE.

FOLICY

9.15

EACHE AFPLLIGATION WILL BE CONSIDEAED DN 1%
HERITS AHD BY ADOPTIHG SUCH A& POLICY IT IS
IMTERDED THAT [HVESTMENT I8 BUILDINGS (WHICH
HIGHT OTHERWISE BE UMECOMDMIC TO REFAIR OR
HALRTALIN) WILL BE ESCOURAGLED, FARTICULARLY

WETI REGQARD TO TIIE UPPER FLOORS.

8

FOLICY

P16

ESSEETIALLY, THE FOLICY OF THE CONSEEWATION
AREA T3 THIERDED TO RE FOSITIVE IW
EHCOURASTHG THYESTHENT LM AN AREA OF BOTI
HISTORLGAL ABlD TOURLST IHPORTAHCE TO THE
REMEZFIT OF THE TOPF AS A WHOLE.

POLICY

q.47

THE FORECOLRG POLICY SAOULD BE REINFOREGLEDR AY
TILE PREFARTLON OF A COHPAEHENSIVE
IWNTERPAETATION SCHEHWE FOR THE ATSTIRIC TOGM
allIGH RRILD TRELJOE =

1) Slgnaga;

i1}, Interpratation Ponolsj

111} Identifization of bulldings of mote)

iwv} Self-golded tourist trails.
THE IKTERPEETATION SCHENE WILL BREGUIRE A
HTIAil DESAER OF SEHESLTINIEY IN IT2
FREPARATION IH ORDER Td AVDIID THE SCHEHME
ITSELE NECOHMING THTRUSIVE.

POLLCY

a.18 IT IS5 %EEY A3 ESSENTLAL THAT Ti
ERDEAGROBEIHG OF OVERHEAD WIRGEE ARL CABLES
AND THRLE REHDVAL FROM FACADES OF BUILDIHCS
BE ERCJURACED. (THLS FOLICY I35 BEIWG
THPLEMESTED TN THE CUERERT SCHEEME MR
SECTIOHS OF AREORY ARD HALEY STREETS).

POLYCY :

312 'I:HE: CASTLETOHH COMHESSIONERS WILL BX

ERCOUSAGED T PROMOTE THE OVERALL POLICY

TH GEOER T0 CHSURE THAT THE COHMITHENT AMD
LHVOLYESENT OF THE PEOPLE OF CASTLETOWN LK
WA INTAIKED, AHD SPESTALISED ADVICE SHOULD OE
SOUGHT WIERE HECESSARY.

FOLICY
9.2 IT L6 CONSLDERED AFPPROPRIATE THAT THE

ALOFTED CONSERVATION AEEA BE ENTEADRED T
IRCLIFDE THAT ARESA COMPELEING THE SECTOR TO
TIEE HOATEA OF VICTORIA ROAD AMD LIHITED TS
THE RORTH #Y THE EAILMAY. THIS AREA WILL
IHCLUDE THE RATLMAY STATION, THE HOTELS AHD
THE RESIDENTIAL AREM.BUT W1LL EXCLEDE THE
COHMEECTAL AREA DICUPTED BY HODH'S CARAGE.

Isle s Man
Gﬂﬁrljlmfnt
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Roofs

The first sight one gains of a town or
village, Erom a distance, will
invariably be the Church steeple.
As one comes closer, the roofscape
becomes apparent, if trees permit.

In Castletown, this is blue black
slate, matching and complementing the
limestone walls, and the Castla.

The impression is of rich, natural
materlials undisturbed by contrasting
forme or colour. This balance is
essential to retain, and conservation
principles dictate that it may not be
disturbed by alterations in
Appearances. This will rule out
alterations to roof pitches, changes in
colour or texture of roof materials,
alterations to gables, chimneys, etc.
or the introduction of dormer windows.

An alteration may not be visible from
the particular street, but may be seen
clearly from some vantage point.

j 4n'_ *HH mh

100 M FIBREGLASS I:;‘I.I_THS-I.I.AT“

DO MI%W

1EE WM FOL-BACKED PLASTERBOARD
AND SFEM CEILING.

FEROUS PLASTER MOULDINGS TO FUTURE
SPECIFICATION,

100 X TH M WALL PLATE STRAPPED AT
1200 CAC MAK LSNNG
'BAT" GALVAMISED STEEL S5TRAPE,

BLOGH COUREE LEVEL

STEPPED DPC WITH PYC CAVITY WEEPS BY
TIMLOC TO BE LOCATED ADJAGENT TO
YERTICAL TUDOR TIMBERS.

LG GALVAMIEED STEEL LNTOL TYPE LLHD WiL. _

An example of construction detail which is
required under the Building Regulations,
at eaves lavel, in new construction.

L]

Re-roofing an old house offers the
opportunity of introducing modern felt
waterproofing under the slates, as well
a8 insulation and ventilation.
Development of an attic space may be
possible in certain cases.

Raplacement of natural slates is,
ideally, the best solution. In view of
high cost of slate, it is recognised
that alternatives may have to be
considered.

Thare are some convincing simulated
slates on the market, and professional
advice should be sought, as wall as
discussing proposals with the Planning
Officer.

Associated work at roof level such as
gutters, flashings, timbers such as
fascias and barges, require to be
carefully detalled, and closely copled
from the original, or to adjoining
pattarns, if the house 1is Dbeing
improved.

REDOLAMD AOSEMARY ON

A226mm BATTEMS OM

BARKING FELT ON PRE-FABRICATED

ROOF TALSSES BY

HYDRO-AFR OR SMILAR TO ENGNEER'S SPECIFICATION
ROCF STRUCTURE TO BE VENTED USNG

REDVENT EAVES VENTILATOR AND REDVENT FASCIA GRILL.

260 X 18 MM TANALISFED SOFTWOODD

FASCIA WITH 18 MM EXTERSOR GRADE

PLYWOOD SOFFIT WITH

5O X 5O M ORMAMENTAL TAUSS FOOT EXTEMSIONS AT
CENTRES TD MATCH VERT, TUDODR TRBERS.

FASCIA AND VERGE MOULDMNG TO FUTURE DETAL.

TAMALISED SOFTWOOD SURAOLMOS.
ALL TRBER WORK TO BE STAMED TO FUTURE SPEC.



Balanced flues

I'nis modern necessity would spoil the
appearance of a period building, 1if
seen from the public thoroughfare.

The location of a balanced flue should,
therefore, be carefully considered.
Since it must relate to the boiler
position, it is likely to be at the
rear or side of a dwelling. In any
event, it should be finished in =a
colour to reduce its prominence, and
mild steel should be avoided as it
quickley rusts, and disfigures the face
of the building.

Building Regulations limit the
positioning of ©balanced flues in
relation to windows etc.

Satelite antennae

The Planning Acts provide for Permitted
Development in respect of satelite
antennae, and restrictions and
relaxations relate to size, height
position, and number.

Installers of antennae would confirm
quality of signal in given locations,
and within this range a suitable
location and height is invariably
possible.

Satelite dishes

Dishes can be visually unacceptable
where they are seen from the street, or
other public space.

Careful siting 1is essential, and
unfortunately some buildings do not
have suitable sites for a dish due to
orientation of the building, and the
inflexibility in positioning the dish.
The special reflective finish on the
dish cannot be coloured to match
surrounding, nor «can the dish be
mounted in a roof space, due to the
sensitivity of the signal received by
the dish.

The Planning Department should be
consulted, when an installer has piven
his opinion on siting.

Old and
replacement
roofs







Doors

Doors reflect the changing styles in
architecture, but also social changas.
Halldoors are now & consumer product,
off-the-shelf, with every conceivable
pattern on offar. They are akin to
fashion accessories, and this
unfortunately leads to inapproprlate
choices being made in many cases.

[n the serious pursuit of consarvation
one finds that door design and
application may be & little less
straightforward than windows.

The age of & door may be determined by
its condition, material and detailing,
rather than by its design and astyle.

With some local research it can be
astablished if a door 1is correct for
the age and style of the house.

An over-ornate or an expensive panelled
door can ba totally wunsuitable 1n a
modest house, and the conversea 1=
equally valid.

Replacing a door can be an interesting
axarcise in assessing the suitablility
of nelghbouring casas.

The cost differential in having a
“"apecial’ made is not excessive, and
unless an original can be repaired, or
raplaced with another contemporaneous
model, a building owner should utilise
the facilities provided by Manx jolnery
workshops.

Care should be taken in the selection
of the kind of wood, 1f it 1s to be
laft natural, and the detalling of any
mouldings. All other features can ba
raproduced effectively in a modern
joinery shop.

A simple door, nicely painted, can be a
stunning success if it 1is right for the
house.
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Carea should ba taken with fanlights,
glazing in the door, and any
surrounding ornate work, to insure that
it matches the lightness or solidity of
the original. Restoration 1is to be
prafarrad.

Tha refinement of lead glazing bars,
for example, cannot be simulated with
wood. Plastic moulded features will
not look like original wood, plaster or
stone. Door furniture is also
important. Orlgzinal pleces can be
purchased with some searching, and some
reproduction brassware 1is bDatter that
others.

A halldoor is the first close contact a
visitors has with a house, and as such
it will be subject to scrutiny, and
appraisal.



Windows

It can be argued that windows are the
moat important element in & facade.
Thay can confirm the styla, aga or avan
purpose of & building.

A seemingly basic element, there is a
wide range of windows available, with
choices of slize; syetem, mathod of
opening, typa of sub-divisioning,
quality, material and price.

In raplica replacement, or tha
correcting of earlier bad replacemant,
tha choices are raducad, and

simplified.

In the case of replica work, the
original should be copied as faithfully
as possible in the same material, and
dagres of refinamant.

in correcting bad replacement windows,
it may be safe to copy an adjoining, if
gimilar house.

Advice should be sought.

Since the object is to create
unobtrusive renewal in a given context,
the avoidance of contrast of any kind
iz sssential.

[n an ideal situation one ghould have
to search for the restored work. This
no doubt will confuse later
genarations, but visual harmony will
have bean achieved.

14
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Colour

Farrow & Ball Ltd

Paints Developed For

The National Trust

Colour is, invariably, a matter of
opinion. The Conservation Policy furi
Castletown is objective. In seeking to
protect the visual harmony of the town
it stipulated a limited range of
colours which will co-exist and
enhance, rather than disturb the
natural balance.

LIME WHITE
U |

STRING
uA

Strong, rich colours for doors,
ironwork, are recommended, and white on

windows.
HOUND
LEMON AN |

LIGHT STONE
LA 1S

Shopfronts require special attention
when re-decoration is planned.
colour scheme should be limited to two

suitable contrasting colours, with a i ¥
third colour to pick out detail. il
Departure from this would result in a 3 OFfwHTe “*”
garish effect, given the addition of

signs and displayed goods.

Rendered wall surfaces should be
painted in muted light greys or white.
Stonework should not be painted, unless
previously painted. It should then be
redecorated in a natural stone grey,
matt finish, with no contrast, such as
highlighhing pointing.

STONE

4 OLD WHITE
LA WHITE L /C15

The reference to colours are equally
valid for pre-coloured materials which
might, in some circumstances, be
present.

HARDWICK
WHITE A S

GREEMN
STOME 1/ 14

LOMNDON
STONE

OLIVE

LAC D LIAC 14

OCTAGON
YELLOW LU/ |5

14 BEHII NETDN

The ZENiE
v 1}

15 e

16 72

LIGHT GRAY
LAC LD

FRENCH GRAY
(R W .

LICHEN
LhAC 18

BUFF
L o 11

OINTHMENT
PINK
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| AL A L

22 II.IIT.I;I'E' BLUE

? FARH# GRAY COOKING

23 POWDER DEAD PEA GREEM

BLUE U/ SALMOM L /0 10 )

24 BALLROOM SUGM M.G 34 CALKE GREEM
BLUE /022 LIGHT L, 032

2 PIGEON TRUST

HI.GUE BLUE
AC 12 h

MIUNGS A HB'GAN'I’

2 DOWN PIPE
LEAC 246 AT 16 LR b

AVAILABILITY OF COLOURS

AF‘PI.E GREEN

GREEN L'/ 20

OIL UNDERCOAT s avanlable i 10 colours
MNos, 1, 10,17, 18, 19, 22, 26, 32, 37,49,
DEAD FLAT OIL is available in all 57 colours
OIL EGGSHELL i pvailable in all 57 colours
OIL FULL GLOSS is available in all 37 colours.

ESTATE EMULSION is avulable m all 57 colours

OIL BOUND DISTEMPER i available in 9 off whites and 6 ST,

colours: Nos. 1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, 17, 27, 29, 33, 42, 46, 51.

SOFT DISTEMPER i available in 9 colours:
Nos. 1,2, 3, 8,9, 10 15, 16,17,

=

37 HAY CREAM 5 SUDBURY
L0 o ) LA YELLOW 1!/ a7
b
|
SAND 5 STRAW

U/C 37

39 FD:“:EEH PINK

46 ‘lH'ET SAND

LT

o

0 BREC e 47 SRokE vos 54 DAV

FOX RED
LA 4 5

WAINSCOT
L1AC 49

=

1 D%

ETRUSCAN

-

2 il reo 49 B0 S

RED LAC 4

Lo4%

4 EATING
ROOM RED
LA 4y

OFF-BLACHK
LA

BOOK 5

LIAC 49
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Tt'aditional door and window joinery
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the conventional side hung
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Stonework

The practice of removing sand cement
rendering to expose stone walling has
worked successfully in Castletown.

In contemplating such work one has to
recognise the possibility of exposing

poor quality workmanship, and perhaps
poor material.

The quality of material and workmanship
can vary enormously in a town. Coursed
ashlar, cut and dressed stone laid in
regular, accurate courses, is usually
found in more important houses and
large buildings. This work is done by
experienced craftsmen, and is costly.
[here are many formal variation of
style. In small cottages, stone may be
very irregular, unworked, placed
inexpertly by untrained hands. Such
walling may have initially been
whitewashed, or rendered. Either of
these measures would have disguised
over-large joints, which when
ultimately exposed, would prove
unsuitable for finished pointing.

Exposed stonework may reveal patches of
brick, especially in gables, at flues,
and around window and door openings.

Since not originally intended to be
expressed, these areas may be
irregular, and consequently ugly.

Repointing of acceptable stonework can
be excellent, or a failure. It
requires skill, to avoid featuring the
pointing rather than the stone. Colour
matching is important.

At openings in stonework, where small
stones spoil the appearances, a
rendered "frame" may be suitable. This
will look like an architrave, and must
be executed carefully, and a correct
width selected relative to the opening
size. Sills and lintels are important,
as they are features in themselves, in
exposed stonework.

Internal work may be necessary to stem
ingress of moisture, as well as any
external waterproofing which may be
done.

Dry stone walling is an individual
skill in itself. In boundary walls,

barns etc., it should be
sympathetically repaired and
maintained.

Excellent examples can be seen in every
part of the Island. Individual styles
can be detected.
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LIMESTONE IN ITS MANY FORMS;
An infinite 'variety of expression is possible.
Careful repair and matching up is important.




AN EXCELLENT EXAMPLE OF MANX DRY STONE
WALLING NEAR GLEN MONA.

Such work Is also executed in Limestone, which
has Its own Individual character.




Shopfronts

The repair, enhancement or replacement
of shopfronts require to be undertaken
with great care. Specialist advice and
a Planning Application are|
preragqulisites. |
Some forms of retail business require
wide windows, large spaces for retail|

dieplay.
The widening of an original small
shopfront can present major

difficulties, and in most cases it is
not a realistic prospect in a

Conservation Areas, It could be
rejected by the Planning Department.

The harmonious development of any
street, through improvements, is
obviously acheived by retaining the
original character in a replacement,
harmonising with adjoining shopfronts
in the case of improvements, such as
decoration, signage, repairs etc.

It is an area where each case must be
studied on its merits, and the overall
streetcape carefully considered.

The anthenticity and charm of a modest
shopfront can have a commercial walue
in itself.

The quality and style of fascia
lettering is intimately bound up with
shopfront design, and a local range of:
original styles can be seen in|
Castletown. |
Painted namssigns ere invariably more
suitable, as opposed to high tech
plastic materials and other techniques,
such as ioternally illuminated signs.

The design of most old shopfronts is
derived  ultimately from CGClassical
(Greek and HRoman) architecture, It
normally takes the form ©of an
entablature resting on pilasters or,
more rarely, ' columns. The entire
ensemble is one in which these elements
together with the window and door are
in pleasing proportion one with
anothex.

 Cornice |

Entablature

| FEemee
PI|E_513I:‘ _—*|- Il

fo 2ol SR
| '
[ _ e e e 7|

‘Stallriser |

[}

' Slim glazing barsir

Half-Glazed pama_ll_ed dc-_ur

Filasters are imitation square columns,
partly built inte, partly projecting
from a wall.

Like columms they mey be smooth, fluted
(with longitudinal grooves), or contain
panels.

The heads of pilesters and ceolumns may
be plain, or decorated according to
Classical architactural conventicn.

Yery [requently brackets {pruje:ting!
gupports) are Found at the heads of
pillasters. Somatimes they stop
underneath the £frieze which contains
the fascia-board, but often they run
through to the cornice acting as ends

‘to the [ascia-board. Brackets are of

many designa, from scrolls to heaped
profusions of foisge, fruit and aven
animals. Brackets terminating fascia-
boards are topped by caps to stop the
penetration of water.

20

The lowest part of the entablature is
the architrave. HNext is the frieze
which is used as the fascia-board and
takes the lettering. Over this is the
cornice which protectz the lettering
from the weather.
Cornices, and to a
architraves, may be

lesger extent
elaborately

datailed to increase their decorative
gffect.



Generally, fascia-boards are of timber
with painted or raised lettering,
occasionally carved. During the latter
part of the nineteenth century several

attractive forms of lettering were §

introduced: raised marbled ceramic,
channelled lettering and trompe 1l'oeil,
which gives an artificial three-
dimensional effect. the latter two
forms are often found behind glass.

Hand painted advertisements on walls,

old enamelled signs and hanging signs

representing trades are traditional
features which add to the decorative
quality of buildings.

Shopfronts are customarily painted in
strong colours which are slow to fade.
The traditional decorative arts of
graining, staining and marbling wood
and plaster have been frequently used.
Trompe 1'oeil work is sometimes used to
give the impression of raised
stonework.

Some of the earliest shopfronts, dating
from the eighteenth century, have small
panes of glass set vertically in small
bowed windows. Others hav eleaded fan-
lights over doors. these and shopfronts
which are bowed across the whole ground
floor are rare. :

In the mid-nineteenth century panes of
4" x 2' were introduced which
encouraged perpendicular shopfront
designs. Perpendicular shopfronts have
heavy round-headed mullions (vertical
divisions between the panes), sometimes
with tiny capitals and carved panels in
the trianqular sections over them.
Large panes of plate glass, filling the
whole display window, were not
introduced until the late nineteenth
century.

Decoratively cut, engraved or stained
glass and elegantly curved glass date
from 1880 onwards. Wooden shutters were
used to protect shopfronts in the
nineteenth century.

Metal window frames, often coated with
chrome in combination with shiny, black
vitrolite were used 1in art deco
shopfronts in the 1930s and 1940s.

Cast-iron columns with iron capitals
were wused in large shopfronts to
support house facades. Iron was also
used for cresting above cornices or for
finials above brackets. Butchers' shops
had cast-iron ventilation grilles and
bars for hanging meat. Door handles
were often backed by decorative brass
finger plates. Wrought=-iron gates
protected entrances while brass or iron
rails in front of windows (especially
pubs) stop people sitting on window
sills.

Protection is also provided by spikes
and iron or wire grilles.

Brightly coloured and patterned glazed
faience tiles date from the 1890s
onwards. Butchers' shops had decorative
tiled interiors. Mosaic, dating from
the same period, is occasionally found
on doorsteps.

The majority of old shopfronts are

timber - and easily worked material
which can be quickly repaired or
replaced where necessary.

Stone shopfronts are rare. They either
have stone lintels (with keystones) or
reound-deaded arches decorated with
flat panesl or floral motifs. Mid-
nineteenth- century examples often have
exotic carved foliage, animals and
marble columns.
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2 Unique shopfronts, part of Castletown. They do not intrude,
They could be reproduced in suitable locations in the town,
given a planning permission.




RICH VICTORIAN WROUGHT IRON AND CAST IRON
RAILINGS IN BOWLING GREEN ROAD ;

This work can be costly to reproduce. It is worth
searching for origional examples, through Building Contractors

or by advertising.




Street furniture

This term embraces a range of items
which many of us take for granted, and
many don t notice in a busy place,
especially where there are commercial

N distractions. This would include
CASTLETOWN : - street lights, bollards, seats, refuse
' :#i?ﬁ;: i ' bins, barriers, shelters, railings,

sculpture, official signs, tourist
aids, certain planting, and telephone
kiosks.

Not so obvious may be paving, manhole
covers, kerbs, gratings, steps, etc.

Public wutilities' equipment, parking
meters and yellow lines are relatively
inflexible, and there seems little
scope,for making them more acceptable.

The quality and development of these
disparate elements is the very stuff of

town centre design. Pedestrianised
areas are becoming increasingly more
evident in cities and towns and
ESSENTIAL STREET FUENITURE' provide a setting for these c'itizen
Courtesy of the Royal Mail, Manx Telecom, amenities.
loner PP
The Town Commissioners, D.HP.P., Where a householder or business
1.O.M. Railways. premises owner has control or influence

over any of these elements, they would
be expected to avoid "individuality" in
favour of coordination with the overall
scheme, if this is evident, or mooted.

Castletown does not abound in street
furniture.

The essentials are there, are suitable,
and sufficient.

The stipulated black and gold colour
scheme has been implemented and is
striking. It has effectively set a
standard, and this will obviously be
further extended, as the opportunities
arise.

One looks to a future extension of
community comforts in the streets, such
as seats for the elderly, and shoppers.
Suitable protected sites for seats
would be ideal.

24



Supplementary furnishing of wvarious
areas in the town would, realistically,
be a gradual process. Evidence of a
need or benefit would have to be
demonstrated, and the merits assessed.

The protection and refurbishment of the
items listed above should be continued,
rather than replacement with modern
versions. The same reasoning applies
to conserving the streets as does for
the buildings.

[ '..|'i|
| anup

IJ, “f :il.j bl.‘.l 1l |l 'I' ‘ ?*

[}

L f"n,
P11

25



S' n SIGNS IN CASTLETOWN:
lg : Some more successful than others.

Perhaps the most intrusive element in . sl v

any environment is the written word, -
and associated man-made images.

Signs and advertising material TECUBBON
therefore require the most stringent SSIRRVE I Ja—

controls,

As with shop facias, style of
lettering, choice of colour scheme,
size of unit and choice of materials
are all critical to the acceptability
of a sign in a given location. This is
a subject for a Planning Application.
The Planning Department is sympathetic -
to the need for identification of a i [l
premises, service etc., and will give : = '
clear guidelines on specific '
applications. g

& o % l.. e
Traffic and pedestrian control signs . \'-1| 3 "'" -
are, by definition, to universal 1 1 ”..“ll- o
standards, and are therefore difficult ! washie . 8

to treat harmoniously, especially since Arms
they must be clearly seen. T

THE HOUSE OF KEYS

IN THE YEAR I710 BISHOP THOMAS WILSON ERECTED A
BUILDING ON THIS SITE AS A PUBLIC LIBRARY AND GAVE
THE USE OF THE GROUND FLOOR TO THE HOUSE OF KEYS
AS A MEETING CHAMBER. AFTER REBUILDING IN 1820,
THE KEYS CONTINUED TO OCCUPY THE CHAMBER AS
THEIR PLACE OF ASSEMBLY AND DEBATE UNTIL THE 26 TH
NOVEMBER 1874 WHEN THEY REMOVED TO DOLUGLAS

CASTLETOWN FROM THAT TIME. THESE PREMISES WERE USED FOR

THE BUSINESS OF BANKING., ON 25TH JANUARY 1973,
RAI LWAY NATIONAL WESTMINSTER BANK LIMITED PRESENTED THE
STATION BUILDING TO THE CASTLETOWN COMMISSIONERS BY WAY OF
GIFT FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE PEOPLE OF CASTLETOWN.

MILNER TERRACE [li% | &
' | ~ : |CHEMIST

ST MARY®

Rl T

SERRRREERE




Following demolition or removals, there is

oppurtunity to secure exposed party walls

and to develop vacant space, even as a

short-term measure such as car parking or recreation.

DOUBLE YELLOW LINES:
Is there an alternative ?




Apart from the grounds of Lorne House,
someé residential properties on Crofts
and Arbory Street, and around the
Methodist Church, there is a notable
scarcity of mature trees in the
Conservation area.

l'he Planning Acts provide for the
protection and retention of all trees
on the Island, above a specified girth
of trunk.

Unless a tree management plan is
proposed and approved, no removal of
trees is permitted.

Should a property owner wish to remove
a tree, a Planning Application would be
necessary.

This awareness of trees is heightened
in a place such as Castletown, where
they are limited in number and species.

Due to its geographical situation,
Castletown enjoys only a limited range
of species, perhaps the commonest being
sycamore, with a few ash, elm and oak
at Lorne House.

Only the hardiest survive, unlike in
the more sheltered inland areas.

Tree planting is, therefore,
encouraged, and the Local Authority
maintains some nice trees in the
parade.

Green open spaces are reasonably in
scale with the size of the conservation
area, the most significant of these
being the Tennis Club, The Bowling
Green and around the Castle, as well as
Lorne House.

I'his 1limited availability of green
spaces, invariably in concealed
locations, somehow hightens the urban
flavour of the town. It provides a
marked contrast with the surrounding
open country, and coastal seascape to
the south east.

['he softening effect of trees, shrubs,
hedging etc. in Castletown 1is very
desirable. Planting of suitable young
trees and shrubs is as important as the
care and maintenance of established
varieties.

[he judicious use of window boxes can
enhance an urban environment provided
their design and construction are not
intrusive.

Where a derelict space within or
without the conservation area 1is to
remain for any length of time, it
should be cleared, secured, and some
degree of planting undertaken to reduce
its impact on the surrounding. Advice
should be sought, from the Local
Authority.




THE VALUE OF MATURE TREES IS SELF EVIDENT.

New planting should be carefully considered and advice
sought on species, location, spacing etc.

Essential cables, nevertheless
they are intrusive.




SHUTTERS ARE NOT
% COMMON IN CASTLETOWN,

VICTORIAN AWNINGS ARE PREFERRED
BY THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT.

Modern alternatives are acceptable, if carefully
selected and small in scale.
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If one contemplates a pleasing place

such as Castletown, one quickly
appreciates the importance of an
organic structura. The essantial

ralationship of the town to its spaces,

streets and alleys, the houses, and the

parts of the houses, right down to door

furniture or raeilings; they interrelate
in a &pecial way. Thizs is less
apparent in larger towns, where
diatricts develop, creating separate
systems around different centres.

A linear town may also suffer a
dilution of architectural unity as it
stretches farther awey form a central
influence.

Castlaetown has no such metamorphic
problems.

The fairly long street vistas confirm a
harmonicus raﬂga of forms and colours,
proportions and materials.

This fortultous, gsome  will gay
carefully dasigned arrangement, is the
essential quality which it is necessary
to save, or rather not to disturb.

It follows that each individual
building contributes to the overall
impression, and is en integral part of
tha streatcapa.

This in turn suggests a mutual

responsibility for all residents to
refrain form unsuitable modifications
to the exteriors of their buildings.

Hence the justification for A

conservation policy, and plan.

Itse implementing officers are the
arbiters in this situation, and their
advica or directives are formulated
with care and deliberation,




